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Gleanings from Elisha: His Life and Miracles - A.W. Pink is a profound exploration of the
biblical prophet Elisha, who is celebrated for his remarkable life and the extraordinary miracles
attributed to him. A.W. Pink, a noted theologian and author, meticulously examines Elisha’s ministry,
the significance of his miracles, and the spiritual lessons that can be drawn from his life. This article
delves into the key themes presented by Pink, offering insights into the nature of Elisha's work, his
relationship with God, and the implications of his miracles for contemporary believers.

Background of Elisha

Elisha, the son of Shaphat, was a prophet in Israel during a tumultuous period marked by political
instability and spiritual decline. His ministry followed that of Elijah, a towering figure in the Old
Testament known for his fiery preaching and dramatic encounters with the prophets of Baal. Elisha's
call to prophetic ministry came when Elijah cast his mantle over him, symbolizing the transition of
prophetic authority and responsibility.

The Call of Elisha

The call of Elisha is significant for several reasons:

1. Divine Selection: Elisha was chosen by God, demonstrating that divine callings are not based on
human merit but are determined by God's sovereign will.

2. Preparation: Elisha's time spent serving Elijah was crucial for his development as a prophet. It
highlights the importance of mentorship and discipleship in spiritual growth.

3. Symbolic Mantle: The act of Elijah placing his mantle on Elisha signifies the passing of prophetic
authority, emphasizing the continuity of God's work through chosen vessels.

The Life and Ministry of Elisha

Elisha’s life was characterized by a profound commitment to God and a deep concern for the people
of Israel. His ministry was marked by acts of compassion, miracles, and a call to repentance.

Compassionate Miracles

One of the most striking features of Elisha’s ministry is the compassion evident in his miracles.
Unlike some of the more dramatic acts of Elijah, Elisha’s miracles often addressed the immediate
needs of individuals.



- Healing of Naaman: One of the most famous accounts involves Naaman, a commander of the Syrian
army, who was afflicted with leprosy. Elisha instructed him to wash in the Jordan River seven times,
resulting in his miraculous healing. This act highlights God's mercy and the importance of obedience
to divine instruction.

- Provision for the Widow: Another notable miracle involved a widow who was in debt and facing the
loss of her sons. Elisha instructed her to gather empty vessels and fill them with oil, which
miraculously multiplied until all her debts were paid. This miracle underscores God’s provision for
those in need and His ability to multiply resources.

- Resurrection of the Shunammite’s Son: Elisha also raised the son of a Shunammite woman,
demonstrating God's power over death and His concern for familial bonds. This event illustrates the
profound compassion of God through His prophets.

Miracles as Signs of God’s Sovereignty

The miracles of Elisha serve not merely as acts of compassion but as signs of God’s sovereignty and
power. They reveal important truths about God's character and His relationship with His people.

Demonstrations of Power

1. Control Over Nature: Elisha’s miracles included the parting of the Jordan River and the
multiplication of food, which showcased God’s authority over creation. These acts remind believers
of God's ultimate control over the natural world.

2. Victory Over Enemies: Elisha played a crucial role in Israel's military victories, providing strategic
insights that confounded their enemies. His prophetic guidance emphasized that God is a protector
and defender of His people.

3. Judgment and Warning: Elisha's ministry also included warnings to the nation of Israel regarding

its sin and disobedience. His actions served as calls to repentance, demonstrating that while God is
merciful, He is also just.

Theological Implications of Elisha’s Life

A.W. Pink's analysis of Elisha goes beyond mere historical recounting. He draws theological
implications from Elisha’s life and miracles, which are relevant to contemporary believers.

Lessons on Faith and Obedience

- Trust in God’s Provision: The miracles of Elisha teach that God is aware of our needs and is capable
of meeting them. Believers are encouraged to trust in God'’s provision, even when circumstances
seem dire.



- Obedience to God’s Word: Elisha’s instructions often required faith and obedience from those he
helped. This principle is a reminder that God often works through our obedience to His Word.

- Intercession and Prayer: Elisha frequently interceded on behalf of others. His life exemplifies the
importance of prayer and intercession in the life of a believer, reinforcing the belief that God hears
and responds to the cries of His people.

The Role of the Prophet

Elisha’s life illustrates the role of the prophet in the biblical narrative. Prophets serve as mediators
between God and humanity, conveying God’s messages and calling people to righteousness. Pink
emphasizes that the prophetic ministry is not limited to foretelling the future but is also about
addressing current spiritual issues.

Conclusion

In "Gleanings from Elisha: His Life and Miracles," A.W. Pink provides a rich tapestry of theological
insights and practical applications that stem from the life of the prophet Elisha. His compassionate
miracles, demonstrations of God’s sovereignty, and the lessons on faith and obedience continue to
resonate with believers today. Elisha’s life serves as a reminder of God’s active involvement in
human affairs and His desire to meet the needs of His people. Through Elisha, we see a model for
living out our faith—marked by compassion, obedience, and a reliance on God’s provision. As we
glean from Elisha's life, we are encouraged to deepen our relationship with God and to be
instruments of His grace in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Elisha in the context of A.W. Pink's writings?

Elisha was a prophet in the Old Testament, known for his miracles and teachings, and A.W. Pink
explores his life and significance in his writings.

What are some key miracles performed by Elisha as discussed
by A.W. Pink?

Some key miracles include the healing of Naaman's leprosy, the multiplication of the widow's oil,
and the raising of the Shunammite's son.

How does A.W. Pink interpret the significance of Elisha's
miracles?

AW. Pink interprets Elisha's miracles as manifestations of God's power and mercy, illustrating the
prophetic role and God’s relationship with His people.



What lessons does A.W. Pink draw from Elisha's life?

A.W. Pink emphasizes lessons of faith, obedience, and reliance on God, highlighting how Elisha's life
serves as a model for believers.

How does A.W. Pink contrast Elisha with his predecessor,
Elijah?

Pink contrasts Elisha's ministry as one of greater grace and mercy compared to Elijah's, focusing on
the different emphases in their prophetic missions.

What role does prayer play in the life of Elisha according to
A.W. Pink?

Prayer plays a central role in Elisha's life, as Pink highlights how Elisha's communion with God was
pivotal in his ability to perform miracles.

In what ways does A.W. Pink suggest that Elisha's life is
relevant to modern believers?

Pink suggests that Elisha's unwavering faith and dedication to God's will serve as a timeless example
for modern believers seeking guidance and inspiration.

What is the overall theme of A.W. Pink's work on Elisha?

The overall theme is the demonstration of God's faithfulness and power through the life of Elisha,
encouraging readers to trust in divine providence.
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