
gimbels thanksgiving day parade history
gimbels thanksgiving day parade history is a fascinating exploration of one of America's most
beloved holiday traditions. The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade, which began in the early 20th
century, has provided joy and entertainment to countless families, marking the official start of the
holiday season in New York City. This article delves into the parade's origins, its transformation over
the decades, and its cultural significance. We will explore the various elements that have defined the
parade, including its iconic floats, the emergence of balloons, and the impact of television broadcasts.
Additionally, we will highlight key moments that have shaped the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade
into the cherished event it is today.
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Origins of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade
The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade traces its roots back to 1920, originating as a modest event
organized by the Gimbels department store in Philadelphia. As a means to promote the store and
attract shoppers during the holiday season, the first parade featured a range of activities, including
floats, performances, and marching bands. The concept of a festive parade quickly gained popularity,
leading to its expansion and eventual relocation to New York City in 1924.

The First Parade in New York
The inaugural Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York was a spectacular affair that showcased
the spirit of the season. The parade featured an impressive lineup of floats, live animals, and
numerous marching bands. It was a celebration of community and joy, drawing thousands of
spectators who lined the streets to watch the festivities. This event marked a significant milestone in
the history of Thanksgiving parades, setting a precedent for future celebrations.

Initial Goals and Themes
Initially, the goals of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade were twofold: to promote the Gimbels
brand and to provide a festive atmosphere for families. The themes often centered around traditional
holiday motifs, including harvest and thanksgiving elements. As the parade continued to grow in size
and popularity, it began to incorporate more elaborate designs and themes, reflecting the changing
cultural landscape of America.



The Evolution of the Parade
As the years progressed, the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade underwent significant
transformations. The introduction of new technologies, changing societal norms, and the influence of
popular culture all played pivotal roles in shaping the event.

Increased Participation and Spectacle
By the 1930s, the parade had evolved into a major spectacle, attracting significant participation from
local schools, community organizations, and various entertainment acts. The floats became larger and
more intricate, often featuring popular characters from cartoons and films. This period marked the
beginning of a new tradition where iconic characters would become staples of the parade.

World War II and Its Impact
During World War II, the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade faced challenges due to resource
shortages and the need for wartime conservation. However, the parade continued, evolving to reflect
the patriotic spirit of the nation. It served as a reminder of resilience during difficult times, fostering
community togetherness and support for the troops.

Iconic Elements of the Parade
The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade is known for several iconic elements that have become
synonymous with the event. These features have contributed to its charm and recognition over the
years.

Floats and Decorations
The floats in the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade are a major attraction, showcasing elaborate
designs and themes that captivate audiences. Each year, float designers work tirelessly to create
visually stunning representations that often reflect popular culture, seasonal themes, and family-
friendly messages.

Balloons: A Parade Staple
One of the most recognizable aspects of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade is the giant character
balloons. Introduced in the 1920s, these balloons have become a beloved tradition, featuring iconic
characters from television, film, and literature. The sheer size and creativity of the balloons draw awe
from children and adults alike, making them a highlight of the event.

Television and the Gimbels Parade
The advent of television in the mid-20th century revolutionized the way the Gimbels Thanksgiving
Day Parade was experienced. The first televised broadcast of the parade occurred in 1946,
significantly expanding its reach and popularity.



Broadcasting and Audience Growth
Television broadcasts allowed millions of viewers to experience the parade from the comfort of their
homes. This shift not only increased the parade's audience but also turned it into a national event.
The incorporation of celebrity appearances and live performances further enriched the viewing
experience, solidifying the parade's place in American holiday traditions.

The Role of Sponsorship and Media
As the parade gained popularity, sponsorship became a crucial aspect of its production. Gimbels
eventually faced competition from other retailers, leading to changes in sponsorship and branding.
This evolution reflects broader trends in marketing and the commercialization of holiday events,
influencing how parades are organized and presented today.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade is more than just a festive event; it has had a lasting cultural
impact on American society.

Community and Family Engagement
The parade serves as a gathering point for families and communities, fostering a sense of
togetherness and joy. It is a time when traditions are passed down through generations, with many
families attending the parade as a cherished holiday ritual.

Influence on Other Parades
The success of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade has inspired numerous other parades across the
country, from local community events to large-scale productions. Its format and style have influenced
how Thanksgiving celebrations are conducted, contributing to a broader cultural phenomenon that
emphasizes the importance of holiday festivities.

Conclusion
The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade has a rich and varied history that reflects the evolution of
American society and holiday traditions. From its humble beginnings in Philadelphia to its status as a
national spectacle, the parade has captured the hearts of millions. Its iconic floats, balloons, and
community spirit continue to inspire joy and celebration each year, marking the beginning of the
holiday season. As we reflect on the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade history, we recognize its
enduring legacy as a beloved American tradition.

Q: What year did the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade begin?
A: The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1920, initially as a local event in Philadelphia
before moving to New York City in 1924.



Q: What are some iconic elements of the Gimbels
Thanksgiving Day Parade?
A: Iconic elements of the parade include elaborate floats, giant character balloons, marching bands,
and festive performances that capture the spirit of Thanksgiving.

Q: How did World War II affect the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day
Parade?
A: During World War II, the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade adapted to wartime conditions but
continued to celebrate community spirit and patriotism, showcasing resilience during difficult times.

Q: When was the first televised Gimbels Thanksgiving Day
Parade?
A: The first televised broadcast of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade occurred in 1946,
significantly increasing its audience and popularity.

Q: How has the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade influenced
other parades?
A: The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade has inspired many local and national parades, influencing
their formats, themes, and the incorporation of entertainment elements.

Q: What role did sponsorship play in the evolution of the
parade?
A: Sponsorship became crucial as the parade gained popularity, leading to changes in branding and
competition with other retailers, which influenced how parades are organized today.

Q: Why is the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade significant to
American culture?
A: The Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade is significant as it fosters community engagement, provides
a festive atmosphere, and has become a cherished tradition for families across the nation.

Q: Are there any notable performances that have taken place
at the parade?
A: Over the years, many notable performances have taken place at the parade, including
appearances by famous musicians, Broadway shows, and various cultural performances that highlight
the diversity of American entertainment.



Q: What is the future of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day
Parade?
A: The future of the Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade is likely to continue evolving with new trends in
entertainment, technology, and community engagement while maintaining its cherished traditions.
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