
gerald graff they say i say

gerald graff they say i say is a foundational text in the realm of academic writing and argumentation.
Authored by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, this book presents a unique framework for understanding how
to engage in academic discourse effectively. The authors emphasize the importance of responding to others'
ideas, a concept encapsulated in the phrase "They Say / I Say." This article delves into the key concepts
introduced by Graff and Birkenstein, explores the structure of their argument, and examines the implications for
students and educators alike. By understanding the principles outlined in this influential work, readers can
enhance their writing skills and critical thinking abilities. The following sections will cover the main themes,
practical applications, and critical responses to "They Say / I Say," providing a comprehensive overview of its
significance in contemporary education.
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Understanding the Core Concepts

The core concept of "They Say / I Say" revolves around the idea that effective argumentation is grounded in
dialogue. Graff and Birkenstein argue that academic writing should not only present one’s own views but also
engage with the views of others. This engagement is essential for establishing credibility and demonstrating a
nuanced understanding of the topic at hand.

The Importance of Dialogue

At the heart of the text is the belief that all writing is a form of conversation. Graff and Birkenstein stress
that writers should always be aware of what others are saying about their topic. By framing their arguments
in response to existing conversations, writers can situate their ideas within a broader context, making their
contributions more relevant and impactful.

The "They Say / I Say" Template

Graff and Birkenstein provide templates that facilitate this dialogue-based approach to writing. These
templates serve as tools for students to structure their arguments effectively. For instance, a typical
template might involve stating a claim made by another author ("They say...") followed by the writer's own
position ("I say..."). This simple structure encourages clarity and coherence in academic writing.



The Structure of Argument

Understanding the structure of argumentation is crucial for effective academic writing. Graff and Birkenstein
outline a clear framework that helps writers develop their arguments logically and persuasively. This
framework is not only applicable in academic settings but also in everyday discussions and debates.

Claim, Evidence, and Warrant

Every argument typically comprises three essential components: claim, evidence, and warrant. Graff and
Birkenstein emphasize the need for writers to construct their arguments with these elements in mind:

Claim: The main point or assertion the writer is making.

Evidence: Data, quotes, or examples that support the claim.

Warrant: The reasoning that connects the evidence to the claim, explaining why the evidence supports
the claim.

This structure helps writers present their arguments in a balanced and logical manner, making it easier for
readers to follow and understand their points.

Counterarguments

Another critical aspect of effective argumentation discussed in "They Say / I Say" is the recognition and
rebuttal of counterarguments. Graff and Birkenstein encourage writers to anticipate objections to their claims
and address them directly. This not only strengthens the writer's position but also demonstrates a
comprehensive understanding of the topic.

Practical Applications in Writing

The principles outlined in "They Say / I Say" have practical applications across various writing contexts,
from academic essays to professional reports. Understanding how to effectively engage with others' ideas can
significantly enhance a writer's ability to communicate their thoughts clearly and persuasively.

Academic Writing

In academic writing, the "They Say / I Say" framework helps students structure their research papers and
essays. By incorporating counterarguments and using the templates provided by Graff and Birkenstein, students
can create more compelling and well-rounded arguments.

Professional Communication



Beyond academia, the principles of dialogue and engagement are crucial in professional communication. Whether
crafting reports, proposals, or presentations, professionals can benefit from acknowledging differing
viewpoints and addressing them thoughtfully. This approach fosters collaboration and enhances persuasive
communication skills.

Critical Reception and Impact


