georgia nurse practice act 2022

georgia nurse practice act 2022 is a critical piece of legislation that defines the scope of practice
for nurses in Georgia, ensuring safe and effective care for patients. This act outlines the legal
framework that governs the nursing profession, including licensure, standards of practice, and
disciplinary actions. Understanding the nuances of the Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022 is essential
for nurses, healthcare administrators, and educators in the state. This article will delve into the key
components of the act, discuss changes implemented in 2022, and explore its implications for
nursing practice. Additionally, we will provide a thorough overview of the responsibilities and rights
of nurses under this legislation.
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Overview of the Georgia Nurse Practice Act

The Georgia Nurse Practice Act serves as the foundational statute governing nursing practice within
the state. Established to protect public health and safety, the act delineates the responsibilities and
authorities of licensed nurses. The Georgia Board of Nursing, a division of the Georgia Secretary of
State, administers the act and oversees nursing licensure, education, and practice regulations. The
act applies to all nursing professionals, including Registered Nurses (RNs), Licensed Practical
Nurses (LPNs), and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNSs).

One of the primary goals of the act is to ensure that nurses possess the necessary qualifications and
competencies to provide safe care. By specifying the standards of practice, the act helps to foster a
higher quality of care within healthcare settings. This legal framework not only protects patients but
also supports nurses by clarifying their roles and responsibilities in the healthcare system.

Key Changes in the 2022 Legislation



The Georgia Nurse Practice Act underwent significant revisions in 2022, reflecting the evolving
landscape of healthcare and nursing practice. These changes were designed to enhance the
flexibility, efficiency, and effectiveness of nursing care in response to emerging healthcare
challenges.

Expanded Scope of Practice for APRNs

One of the most notable changes in the 2022 legislation is the expansion of the scope of practice for
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs). This includes Nurse Practitioners, Clinical Nurse
Specialists, Nurse Anesthetists, and Nurse Midwives. The revisions allow APRNs to operate with
greater autonomy in various healthcare settings, enabling them to provide a broader range of
services without the need for a supervisory agreement with a physician.

Telehealth Regulations

The act also introduced provisions specifically addressing telehealth practices. With the rise of
telemedicine, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022 now
includes regulations that govern remote patient care. This ensures that nurses can legally provide
care through digital platforms while adhering to the same standards of practice expected in face-to-
face interactions.

Licensure Requirements for Nurses

Licensure is a critical component of the Georgia Nurse Practice Act, designed to ensure that only
qualified individuals practice nursing. The act outlines specific educational and examination
requirements that all nurses must meet to obtain and maintain their licenses.

Educational Prerequisites

To become a licensed nurse in Georgia, individuals must complete an approved nursing education
program. This includes both diploma programs and degrees (Associate or Bachelor of Science in
Nursing). Furthermore, candidates must pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX)
relevant to their nursing level (RN or LPN).

Renewal and Continuing Education

Once licensed, nurses are required to renew their licenses periodically, typically every two years.
The Georgia Nurse Practice Act mandates that nurses complete a specified number of continuing
education hours to stay updated on best practices, legal standards, and emerging trends in



healthcare. This requirement ensures that nursing professionals maintain their competencies
throughout their careers.

Scope of Practice for Nurses

The scope of practice defined by the Georgia Nurse Practice Act is crucial in determining what
nurses can and cannot do within their professional roles. This framework not only outlines the
responsibilities of RNs and LPNs but also specifies the advanced practice roles of APRNS.

Registered Nurses (RN5s)

Registered Nurses in Georgia are authorized to perform a variety of tasks, including but not limited
to:

e Assessing patient health status

e Diagnosing and planning patient care

¢ Administering medications and treatments
¢ Collaborating with healthcare teams

e Educating patients and families about health conditions

Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs)

Licensed Practical Nurses have a more limited scope of practice compared to RNs. LPNs can:

e Provide basic bedside care
e Administer medication under the supervision of an RN or physician
e Assist with patient assessments and care planning

e Support RNs in implementing care plans



Disciplinary Actions and Compliance

Ensuring compliance with the Georgia Nurse Practice Act is paramount for maintaining the integrity
of the nursing profession. The act outlines various disciplinary actions that may be imposed on
nurses who violate its provisions. These actions include revocation or suspension of a nursing
license, fines, and mandatory education.

Reporting Violations

All nurses are required to report any violations of the Nurse Practice Act, including unethical
behavior, substance abuse, and unsafe practices. Failure to report may also result in disciplinary
action against the nurse who neglects their duty to protect patients.

Investigation Process

The Georgia Board of Nursing investigates complaints against nurses to determine the validity of the
claims and the appropriate course of action. The investigation may involve interviews, document
reviews, and hearings to ensure a fair process for all parties involved.

Impact on Nursing Education and Workforce

The Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022 has significant implications for nursing education and the
overall workforce in Georgia. By expanding the scope of practice and emphasizing the importance of
continuing education, the act encourages nursing programs to adapt their curricula to prepare
students for modern healthcare challenges.

Moreover, the act's provisions for telehealth are particularly relevant as nursing education programs
increasingly incorporate technology into their training. This ensures that new nurses are equipped
to deliver care in various settings, including virtual environments.

Conclusion

The Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022 represents a vital framework for nursing practice in Georgia,
ensuring that professionals are well-prepared to meet the challenges of modern healthcare. By
understanding the key components of this legislation, nurses can navigate their responsibilities and
advocate for their rights within the healthcare system. The act not only protects patients but also
empowers nurses to provide the highest level of care, fostering a robust and effective nursing
workforce in Georgia.



Q: What is the Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022?

A: The Georgia Nurse Practice Act 2022 is legislation that defines the scope of practice, licensure
requirements, and standards for nursing professionals in Georgia, ensuring safe and effective
patient care.

Q: What are the key changes in the 2022 legislation?

A: Key changes in the 2022 legislation include expanded scope of practice for Advanced Practice
Registered Nurses (APRNs) and updated regulations for telehealth practices.

Q: What are the educational requirements for licensing in
Georgia?

A: To obtain a nursing license in Georgia, candidates must complete an approved nursing education
program and pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX).

Q: How often must nurses renew their licenses in Georgia?

A: Nurses in Georgia must renew their licenses every two years and complete a specified number of
continuing education hours.

Q: What actions can be taken against nurses who violate the
Nurse Practice Act?

A: Disciplinary actions against nurses who violate the Nurse Practice Act may include revocation or
suspension of their licenses, fines, and mandatory education.

Q: Can nurses provide telehealth services under the Georgia
Nurse Practice Act?

A: Yes, the 2022 legislation includes specific provisions for telehealth, allowing nurses to provide
care through digital platforms while adhering to established standards.

Q: What is the role of the Georgia Board of Nursing?

A: The Georgia Board of Nursing administers the Nurse Practice Act, overseeing nursing licensure,
education, and investigating complaints against nursing professionals.

Q: How does the Nurse Practice Act impact nursing education?

A: The Nurse Practice Act impacts nursing education by encouraging programs to incorporate
updated practices, including telehealth, to better prepare nursing students for modern healthcare
environments.



Q: What responsibilities do RNs have under the Nurse Practice
Act?

A: Registered Nurses (RNs) are responsible for assessing patient health, diagnosing and planning
care, administering medications, and educating patients about health conditions.

Q: What is the scope of practice for LPNs in Georgia?

A: Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) can provide basic bedside care, administer medications under
supervision, assist with patient assessments, and support RNs in implementing care plans.
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