georgia criminal history search

georgia criminal history search is an essential process for individuals and organizations
seeking to access information regarding a person’s criminal background in the state of
Georgia. Whether for employment purposes, tenant screening, or personal reasons,
understanding how to navigate the resources available for criminal history searches is
crucial. This article will delve into the various aspects of conducting a Georgia criminal
history search, including the types of records available, methods for obtaining them, and
the legal implications involved. Furthermore, it will provide practical guidelines and
resources to streamline the search process effectively.
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Understanding Criminal Records in Georgia

Criminal records in Georgia are documents that provide a detailed account of an
individual's criminal history, including arrests, convictions, and any pending criminal
charges. These records are maintained by various law enforcement agencies and can be
accessed by the public under certain conditions. In Georgia, the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation (GBI) is the central repository for criminal history information, making it a key
player in conducting criminal history searches.

Individuals may seek access to these records for various reasons, including employment
verification, background checks for potential tenants, or simply to stay informed about their
own legal history. It's important to note that while many aspects of criminal records are
public, there are limitations and regulations governing their accessibility.

Types of Criminal Records Available

In Georgia, several types of criminal records can be accessed through a criminal history
search. These records include:



e Arrest Records: Documents detailing the arrests made by law enforcement
agencies, including the date, location, and nature of the offense.

¢ Conviction Records: Information about individuals who have been convicted of
crimes, including felonies and misdemeanors.

e Pending Charges: Records of individuals who are currently facing criminal charges
but have not yet been convicted.

* Sex Offender Registries: Lists of individuals convicted of sexual offenses who are
required to register their whereabouts with law enforcement.

 Expunged Records: Certain records may be sealed or expunged, meaning they are
no longer available to the public.

Understanding the different types of records available is critical for anyone conducting a
Georgia criminal history search, as it helps clarify what information can be obtained and
what may be restricted.

How to Conduct a Criminal History Search

Conducting a criminal history search in Georgia can be accomplished through several
methods. Each method varies in terms of accessibility, cost, and the level of detail
provided. The primary methods include:

1. Online Requests through the GBI

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation offers an online service for conducting criminal history
checks. This service allows individuals to request a criminal history report via the GBI's
official website. The process generally involves:

e Filling out an online application form.
e Paying the required fee, which is typically around $15.

e Providing identification information, such as the subject’s name, date of birth, and
social security number.

Upon successful processing of the request, individuals will receive a report detailing any
criminal history associated with the subject.

2. In-Person Requests

Individuals can also conduct criminal history searches by visiting local law enforcement



agencies or the GBI offices directly. This method may allow for immediate access to
records, but it often requires filling out forms and providing identification.

3. Third-Party Background Check Services

Various private companies offer background check services that include criminal history
searches. These services may provide comprehensive reports, including information from
multiple states. However, it is essential to choose a reputable service to ensure the
accuracy and legality of the information provided.

Online Resources for Criminal History Checks

In addition to the GBI’s official website, there are several online resources and databases
that can assist individuals in conducting criminal history searches. Some notable resources
include:

e County Clerk of Courts: Many counties in Georgia maintain their own databases
where individuals can access court records, including criminal cases.

* Georgia Department of Corrections: This department provides information about
current and former inmates, which can be useful for criminal history searches.

¢ Online Public Records Databases: Websites that aggregate public records may
also include criminal history information, but users should verify the accuracy of these
records.

Leveraging these online resources can significantly enhance the efficiency of a criminal
history search in Georgia.

Legal Considerations and Privacy

While conducting a Georgia criminal history search, individuals must be aware of the legal
considerations and privacy implications involved. The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)
governs the use of criminal background checks for employment and housing purposes,
requiring that individuals receive consent before conducting a check.

Additionally, there may be restrictions on how the information can be used. For instance,
some employers may not be able to consider certain offenses if they are older than seven
years. It is essential to familiarize oneself with both state and federal laws governing the
use of criminal records to avoid potential legal issues.



Conclusion

Conducting a Georgia criminal history search is a vital process for various purposes,
ranging from employment screening to personal awareness. By understanding the types of
records available, the methods for obtaining them, and the legal implications involved,
individuals can navigate the process more effectively. Utilizing online resources and
following the appropriate legal guidelines will ensure that the search is conducted in a
professional and compliant manner, providing the necessary information while respecting
individual privacy rights.

Q: What is the process for obtaining a criminal history
report in Georgia?

A: To obtain a criminal history report in Georgia, individuals can use the online services
provided by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, request records in-person at local law
enforcement agencies, or utilize third-party background check services. Each method may
require specific identification and payment of a fee.

Q: Are criminal records public in Georgia?

A: Yes, criminal records are generally considered public information in Georgia. However,
access to certain records may be restricted, particularly if they have been expunged or
sealed.

Q: How long does it take to receive a criminal history
report?

A: The time it takes to receive a criminal history report can vary depending on the method
of request. Online requests through the GBI may be processed quickly, often within a few
days, while in-person requests may yield immediate results.

Q: Can | conduct a criminal history search on someone
else?

A: Yes, individuals can conduct a criminal history search on someone else, provided they
have the necessary identifying information. However, it is important to comply with legal
requirements, such as obtaining consent for employment-related searches.

Q: What information is included in a Georgia criminal
history report?

A: A Georgia criminal history report typically includes arrest records, conviction records,
pending charges, and, in some cases, information about sex offender status.



Q: Are there fees associated with obtaining a criminal
history report?

A: Yes, there is usually a fee associated with obtaining a criminal history report in Georgia.
The GBI charges around $15 for online requests, while other methods may have varying
costs.

Q: What should |1 do if | find inaccurate information in
my criminal record?

A: If you find inaccurate information in your criminal record, it is important to contact the
agency that provided the record and request a correction. You may need to provide
documentation to support your claim.

Q: Can employers use criminal history reports in hiring
decisions?

A: Yes, employers can use criminal history reports in hiring decisions, but they must adhere
to the Fair Credit Reporting Act and state laws regarding the consideration of such
information.

Q: What is the difference between arrest records and
conviction records?

A: Arrest records document instances where an individual was apprehended by law
enforcement, while conviction records indicate that an individual has been found guilty of a
crime in a court of law.

Q: How can | check my own criminal history in Georgia?

A: You can check your own criminal history in Georgia by requesting a report through the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s online service, visiting local law enforcement agencies, or
accessing records through the Department of Corrections.
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