georgia criminal history check

georgia criminal history check is an essential process that individuals and organizations
undertake to ensure safety and compliance with legal standards. This detailed examination
of an individual's criminal past can play a significant role in various contexts, including
employment screenings, tenant applications, and licensing procedures. In Georgia, the
criminal history check process is governed by specific laws and regulations, which dictate
how records are accessed, what information is included, and the rights of individuals
involved. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the Georgia criminal history
check, including the importance of these checks, the process for obtaining them, types of
records available, and potential issues that may arise. Furthermore, we will explore how
these checks impact employment and housing decisions, along with the legal implications
of having a criminal record.
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Understanding Criminal History Checks

A criminal history check is a review of an individual's criminal record, which includes
arrests, convictions, and any other legal issues documented in court records. In Georgia,
this process is crucial for various stakeholders, including employers, landlords, and
licensing boards, who use this information to make informed decisions. Understanding the
nuances of this process is vital for both those conducting the checks and those being
checked.

The importance of conducting criminal history checks cannot be overstated. For employers,
it serves as a protective measure against potential workplace violence, theft, and other
criminal behavior that could jeopardize the safety and integrity of their business. For
landlords, a thorough check helps in assessing the reliability and trustworthiness of
potential tenants. Additionally, certain professions, such as healthcare and education,
require background checks to comply with state regulations and ensure the safety of
vulnerable populations.

In Georgia, criminal history checks are primarily managed by the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation (GBI), which maintains the state's criminal records database. Access to this
information is regulated to protect the privacy of individuals while balancing the need for
public safety.



The Process of Obtaining a Criminal History
Check in Georgia

To obtain a criminal history check in Georgia, individuals must follow a specific process,
which is designed to ensure the accuracy and confidentiality of the information provided.
The steps involved include:

1. Determine Eligibility: The first step is to determine who is eligible to request a
criminal history check. Generally, employers, landlords, and individuals themselves
can request this information, but specific regulations may apply.

2. Complete the Request Form: Individuals must fill out a request form, which can
typically be found on the GBI's official website. This form will require personal
information such as name, date of birth, and social security number.

3. Fingerprint Submission: For most requests, especially those for employment or
licensing, fingerprinting is required. This step ensures that the check is thorough and
accurate.

4. Pay the Required Fee: A fee is usually associated with obtaining a criminal history
check. The cost may vary depending on the type of check and the agency processing
the request.

5. Receive the Results: After processing, individuals will receive their criminal history
report. This report can take several days to weeks, depending on the volume of
requests being handled.

It is essential to understand that the process may vary slightly based on the type of check
being requested and the entity involved. For example, checks for employment in sensitive
positions may require additional scrutiny compared to standard checks.

Types of Criminal Records Available

In Georgia, the types of criminal records that can be accessed through a criminal history
check include:

e Arrest Records: These documents provide information on arrests made by law
enforcement agencies, regardless of whether charges were filed or the individual was
convicted.

e Conviction Records: This includes details of all convictions, including felonies and
misdemeanors, which are public records and can be accessed by employers and the
public.

¢ Pending Cases: Information regarding any ongoing criminal proceedings that have
not yet reached a verdict can also be included in a criminal history check.



* Sex Offender Registry: Georgia maintains a registry of sex offenders, which is
accessible to the public and can be included in criminal background checks.

Each type of record serves a different purpose and can have varying implications
depending on the context in which the criminal history check is conducted. For instance,
employment checks often focus on conviction records, while landlords may consider arrest
records as part of their evaluation.

Impact on Employment and Housing

The results of a Georgia criminal history check can significantly impact both employment
opportunities and housing applications. Employers commonly use these checks to assess
the suitability of candidates for positions, particularly in sectors that require a high level of
trust and responsibility.

For employment, employers must navigate the legal landscape surrounding the use of
criminal history in hiring decisions. Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), individuals
must be informed if adverse action is taken based on their criminal history, and they have
the right to dispute inaccuracies. Additionally, some states have "ban the box" laws that
restrict employers from inquiring about criminal records during the initial stages of the
hiring process.

Similarly, landlords may use criminal history checks to determine the risk associated with
renting to a particular tenant. A history of violent crimes or drug offenses may lead
landlords to decline an application, while a clean record may enhance an applicant's
chances of securing housing. However, landlords must also comply with fair housing laws
and cannot discriminate based solely on a criminal record.

Legal Rights and Implications

Individuals undergoing a criminal history check in Georgia have certain legal rights. The
Fair Credit Reporting Act mandates that individuals be notified if an adverse decision is
made based on their criminal history. Furthermore, individuals have the right to dispute any
inaccuracies found in their records.

It is also important for individuals to be aware of the potential for expungement or record
sealing in Georgia. Certain offenses may qualify for expungement, which can help
individuals clear their records and improve their prospects for employment and housing.
Understanding the eligibility criteria for expungement is crucial for those seeking to
mitigate the impact of a criminal history on their lives.

Common Questions about Georgia Criminal
History Checks

As the need for criminal history checks grows, so do the questions surrounding the process
and implications. Here are some frequently asked questions that provide clarity on this
important topic.



Q: What information is included in a Georgia criminal
history check?

A: A Georgia criminal history check typically includes arrest records, conviction records,
pending cases, and may also include information from the sex offender registry.

Q: How long does it take to receive results from a
criminal history check in Georgia?

A: The processing time for a criminal history check in Georgia can vary, but it generally
takes anywhere from a few days to a few weeks, depending on the volume of requests and
the specific checks required.

Q: Can I dispute inaccuracies in my criminal history
report?

A: Yes, individuals have the right to dispute inaccuracies in their criminal history report. If
an error is found, it can be reported to the agency that provided the report for correction.

Q: Are there any laws restricting the use of criminal
history in employment decisions?

A: Yes, under the Fair Credit Reporting Act, individuals must be notified if adverse action is
taken based on their criminal history. Additionally, some states have laws that limit when
and how employers can consider criminal records.

Q: What is the difference between a background check
and a criminal history check?

A: A background check may include a variety of checks, such as credit history, employment
verification, and education verification, while a criminal history check specifically focuses
on an individual's criminal record.

Q: Can landlords access my criminal history without my
consent?

A: In most cases, landlords must obtain consent from the applicant before conducting a
criminal history check, as it is considered sensitive information.

Q: How can | expunge my criminal record in Georgia?

A: To expunge a criminal record in Georgia, individuals must file a petition with the court,
demonstrating that they meet the eligibility criteria for expungement based on the nature



of their offense and the time elapsed since conviction.

Q: Is my criminal history public information in Georgia?

A: Yes, criminal history records are generally considered public information in Georgia;
however, access may be restricted for certain types of records or to specific individuals,
such as employers or licensing boards.

Q: What should | do if | find my criminal history check
contains incorrect information?

A: If you find incorrect information in your criminal history check, you should contact the
agency that provided the report and request a correction. Document your findings and
follow their dispute process.

Q: What happens if | have a criminal record when
applying for a job?

A: If you have a criminal record when applying for a job, it may affect your chances of
employment. However, many employers consider the nature of the offense, how long ago it
occurred, and any rehabilitation efforts you have made.
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