geoff dyer the ongoing moment

Geoff Dyer's The Ongoing Moment is a compelling exploration of photography's role in
shaping our understanding of reality and art. Published in 2005, this book blurs the lines
between criticism and memoir, drawing readers into a meditation on the power of images.
Dyer, known for his unique narrative style, weaves together personal reflections, cultural
commentary, and interpretations of various photographers and their works. In this article,
we will delve into the themes, structure, and significance of Dyer's work, as well as his
broader contributions to literature and photography criticism.

Introduction to The Ongoing Moment

Geoff Dyer's The Ongoing Moment is not just a straightforward examination of
photography; it is a philosophical inquiry into the nature of seeing and understanding.
Dyer's prose is both engaging and intellectually stimulating, inviting readers to reconsider
their relationship with images. The book is structured around the works of several
photographers, including:

- Walker Evans

- Robert Frank

- Henri Cartier-Bresson
- Richard Avedon

Dyer uses these artists as starting points to explore larger questions about perception,
memory, and the passage of time. The title itself, The Ongoing Moment, suggests a
continual process of engagement with the world and its representation through
photography.

Thematic Exploration

Photography and Reality

One of the central themes of The Ongoing Moment is the relationship between
photography and reality. Dyer examines how photographs capture fleeting moments, yet
also how they can distort or manipulate our understanding of those moments. He
discusses the paradox of photography: while it aims to preserve reality, it often presents a
selective version of it.

- The Role of the Photographer: Dyer reflects on the photographer's role as both an
observer and a creator. He suggests that photographers do not merely document reality;
they shape it through their choices of framing, lighting, and subject matter.

- Subjectivity in Photography: The book highlights the subjective nature of photography.
Dyer argues that every photograph is a reflection of the photographer's perspective,



influenced by their personal experiences and cultural context.

Memory and Time

Dyer's exploration of memory is intricately tied to his examination of photography. He
posits that photographs serve as vessels for memory, enabling us to revisit moments from
our past. However, he also acknowledges the limitations of this process:

- Photographs as Triggers: Dyer discusses how photographs can evoke memories that are
both vivid and elusive. They can trigger emotions and associations that might otherwise
remain dormant.

- The Fleeting Nature of Moments: The book emphasizes that while photographs capture
specific moments, those moments are part of a larger continuum. Dyer suggests that
understanding photographs requires an appreciation of the ongoing nature of time.

Structure and Style

Narrative Approach

Dyer's narrative style in The Ongoing Moment is distinctive and multifaceted. He employs
a blend of personal anecdotes, critical analysis, and philosophical musings. This approach
allows him to create a rich tapestry of ideas that resonate with readers on multiple levels.
Key elements of his narrative style include:

- Personal Reflections: Dyer often interweaves his own experiences and thoughts, making
the text feel intimate and relatable.

- Cinematic Quality: His writing has a cinematic quality, as he paints vivid pictures with
words, inviting readers to visualize the scenes he describes.

Intertextuality and Influence

Dyer engages in a dialogue with other writers and artists, drawing from a wide range of
influences. He references various literary and artistic figures, creating an intertextual web
that enhances his exploration of photography. Some notable influences include:

- Walter Benjamin: Dyer draws on Benjamin's ideas about the aura of the artwork and the
impact of mechanical reproduction on perception.

- Susan Sontag: He acknowledges Sontag's critical insights into photography's role in
society and the ethical implications of representation.



Significance and Impact

The Ongoing Moment has garnered acclaim for its thought-provoking insights and lyrical
prose. Dyer's work has contributed significantly to the field of photography criticism and
continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike. Some key aspects of its significance
include:

Bridging Disciplines

Dyer's unique approach bridges the gap between literature and photography, creating a
dialogue that enriches both fields. This interdisciplinary exploration challenges traditional
boundaries and encourages readers to view photography not just as an art form, but as a
means of understanding the world.

Influence on Contemporary Photography Criticism

The Ongoing Moment has influenced contemporary photography criticism by encouraging
a more reflective and philosophical approach. Dyer's emphasis on personal engagement
and subjective interpretation has inspired critics and writers to explore the emotional and
cognitive dimensions of photography.

Conclusion

Geoff Dyer's The Ongoing Moment stands as a testament to the power of photography and
its ability to shape our understanding of reality, memory, and art. Through his engaging
narrative style and profound insights, Dyer invites readers to reflect on their own
relationship with images and the moments they encapsulate. By examining the works of
influential photographers and exploring the broader implications of their art, Dyer creates
a rich tapestry of thought that resonates far beyond the realm of photography. As we
navigate the complexities of our visual culture, Dyer's work remains an essential guide to
understanding the ongoing dialogue between images, memory, and the passage of time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Ongoing Moment' by Geoff Dyer about?

‘The Ongoing Moment' is a reflective exploration of photography and its relationship to
memory, art, and the act of seeing. Dyer examines the work of various photographers and
how their images capture fleeting moments in time.



How does Geoff Dyer approach the theme of time in 'The
Ongoing Moment'?

Dyer delves into the concept of time by discussing how photographs freeze moments,
allowing viewers to engage with the past. He explores the tension between the
permanence of an image and the transience of life.

Which photographers are prominently featured in 'The
Ongoing Moment'?

Dyer discusses several influential photographers, including Henri Cartier-Bresson,
Richard Avedon, and Robert Frank, analyzing their unique styles and contributions to the
world of photography.

What narrative style does Dyer use in 'The Ongoing
Moment'?

Dyer employs a personal and contemplative narrative style, blending memoir, criticism,
and anecdotal stories, which allows readers to engage deeply with his reflections on
photography.

What impact does 'The Ongoing Moment' have on the
reader's understanding of photography?

The book challenges readers to reconsider their perceptions of photographs, encouraging
them to think about how images influence their understanding of reality, memory, and
artistry.

How has 'The Ongoing Moment' been received by
critics?

Critics have praised 'The Ongoing Moment' for its insightful analysis and lyrical prose,
highlighting Dyer's ability to connect personal experiences with broader artistic themes.

What is the significance of the title 'The Ongoing
Moment'?

The title reflects the book's central theme of capturing ephemeral experiences and the
idea that each moment is part of a continuous flow of time, which photography attempts to
encapsulate.
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