
genocide in the 21st century
genocide in the 21st century has emerged as a critical issue that continues to plague various
regions across the globe. Despite advancements in human rights advocacy and international law, the
21st century has witnessed several instances of genocidal acts, raising urgent concerns about the
effectiveness of global governance and humanitarian intervention. This article will explore the
definition of genocide, examine notable cases of genocide in the 21st century, analyze the
international response to these atrocities, and discuss the ongoing challenges in preventing future
genocides. By understanding these aspects, we can better comprehend the complexities surrounding
this grave violation of human rights and the necessity for collective action.
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Understanding Genocide

Genocide is defined by the United Nations as acts committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group. This definition encompasses a range of actions,
including killing members of the group, causing serious bodily or mental harm, and inflicting
conditions aimed at physically destroying the group. The complexity of genocide lies in its
multifaceted nature, often involving psychological, social, and political dimensions that facilitate
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