
genesis the lamb lies down on broadway

Genesis: The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway is not just an album; it’s a compelling narrative that intertwines the
realms of rock music and storytelling. Released in 1974, this double LP is a hallmark of progressive rock and
showcases the creative genius of the band Genesis. The album features Peter Gabriel’s enigmatic lyrics and the
band’s innovative sound, making it one of the most celebrated works in the genre. In this article, we’ll explore
the themes, music, and legacy of “The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway,” shedding light on why it remains a
significant piece of rock history.

Overview of the Album

“The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” is the sixth studio album by Genesis. It is a concept album that tells the
story of Rael, a character who embarks on a surreal journey through New York City. With its intricate
storytelling and experimental sound, the album has garnered critical acclaim and has been influential in shaping
the progressive rock genre.

Concept and Storyline

The album's narrative follows Rael, a young Puerto Rican man, as he navigates the chaotic landscape of New
York City. The lyrics, layered with symbolism and surreal imagery, create a multifaceted tale that touches on
themes of identity, alienation, and transformation. Some key aspects of the storyline include:

The Journey: Rael's journey represents a quest for self-discovery amidst the chaos of urban life.

The Characters: Throughout the album, Rael encounters various characters that symbolize different
aspects of society.

The Symbolism: The narrative is rich with metaphors, exploring deeper philosophical questions about
existence and humanity.

Musical Composition

The musical composition of “The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” reflects the complexity of its narrative. The
album is characterized by its diverse range of musical styles, from rock and jazz to classical influences.

Track Breakdown

The album consists of 23 tracks, each contributing to the overarching narrative. Here are some notable
tracks:

The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway: The opening track sets the stage for Rael's journey, with a haunting1.
melody and powerful lyrics.

Fly on a Windshield: This track features a driving rhythm and vivid imagery, illustrating Rael's sense of2.
urgency.



In the Cage: A darker, more intense piece that delves into Rael's feelings of entrapment and despair.3.

Cuckoo Cocoon: A softer, more contemplative track that contrasts with the album's more aggressive4.
moments.

The Carpet Crawlers: One of the most iconic tracks on the album, it reflects themes of searching for5.
meaning and purpose.

Instrumentation and Style

Genesis showcases their musical prowess through a variety of instruments, creating a rich tapestry of sound.
Key elements include:

Guitar Work: Steve Hackett's intricate guitar solos add depth and emotion to the album.

Keyboard Arrangements: Tony Banks' use of synthesizers and organs creates atmospheric soundscapes.

Drumming: Phil Collins’ dynamic drumming drives the rhythm of the tracks, providing a powerful backbone.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, “The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” received mixed reviews, but over time, it has been
recognized as one of the greatest progressive rock albums of all time. Critics have praised its ambitious
storytelling and innovative sound, solidifying its place in music history.

Influence on Progressive Rock

The album has had a lasting impact on the progressive rock genre, influencing countless artists. Its intricate
compositions and narrative approach have inspired musicians to explore storytelling in their own works. Key
influences include:

Complex Arrangements: Many progressive rock bands have emulated Genesis's ability to blend various
musical styles seamlessly.

Concept Albums: The success of “The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” paved the way for other artists to
create concept albums that tell cohesive stories.

Lyricism: Peter Gabriel’s poetic lyrics set a standard for deeper, more meaningful songwriting in rock
music.

Fan Reception and Cult Status

Over the decades, “The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” has developed a cult following. Fans appreciate its



ambitious nature and the emotional depth of its story. Many consider it the pinnacle of Genesis's work with
Peter Gabriel, and it continues to resonate with listeners today.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Genesis: The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway stands as a monumental achievement in the world of
rock music. Its intricate narrative, compelling themes, and musical innovation have solidified its status as a
classic. For those seeking to explore the depths of progressive rock, this album is an essential listen that
offers a unique blend of storytelling and musical artistry. Whether you’re a long-time fan or a newcomer, “The
Lamb Lies Down on Broadway” promises a captivating experience that transcends time and genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept behind 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway' by Genesis?

The album tells the story of Rael, a young man from New York City, who embarks on a surreal journey of self-
discovery and transformation.

Who was the primary songwriter for 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway'?

The album was primarily written by Peter Gabriel, with contributions from other band members.

What themes are explored in 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway'?

Themes include identity, alienation, urban life, and spiritual awakening, often expressed through surreal imagery.

When was 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway' released?

The album was released on November 18, 1974.

How is 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway' structured musically?

The album consists of 23 tracks, divided into two discs, blending progressive rock with theatrical elements.

What is the significance of the title track, 'The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway'?

The title track serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative, symbolizing innocence and the beginning of Rael's
journey.

How did 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway' impact Genesis's career?

The album solidified Genesis's status in the progressive rock scene and marked a turning point with Peter
Gabriel's departure.

What is the visual representation associated with 'The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway'?

The album cover features artwork by Paul Whitehead, depicting a lamb surrounded by urban imagery, reflecting



the album's themes.

What are some notable songs from 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway'?

Notable tracks include 'The Carpet Crawlers,' 'In the Cage,' and 'The Lamia.'

How has 'The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway' influenced other artists?

The album has influenced numerous musicians and bands within the progressive rock genre and beyond, noted for
its ambitious storytelling and musical complexity.
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