
generac generator manual start
Generac generator manual start is an essential skill for any owner of a Generac generator. These
reliable machines are designed to provide backup power during outages, ensuring that your home
remains functional even in the worst conditions. Whether you are using a portable unit or a standby
generator, understanding how to start your device manually is crucial. In this article, we will explore
the steps to manually start a Generac generator, the importance of regular maintenance, and some
troubleshooting tips.

Understanding Generac Generators

Generac is a leading manufacturer of generators, known for their durability and efficiency. They
offer a range of products, including:

Portable generators

Standby generators

Inverter generators

Commercial generators

Each type is designed for different needs and applications, from home use during power outages to
commercial applications where reliable power is crucial. Regardless of the type you own, knowing
how to manually start your generator is a valuable skill.

Why You Might Need to Manually Start Your Generac
Generator

While most Generac generators come with an automatic start feature, there can be instances where
manual starting is necessary. These include:

Power failure during an automatic start failure.1.

Routine testing of the generator.2.

When the generator has not been used for an extended period.3.

When troubleshooting issues that prevent automatic starting.4.



Understanding the manual start procedure ensures that you are prepared for any situation where
your generator may not start on its own.

Steps to Manually Start Your Generac Generator

To ensure a successful manual start, follow these detailed steps. Note that these steps may vary
slightly depending on the model of your Generac generator, so referring to the specific user manual
is always recommended.

Step 1: Preparation

1. Check Fuel Levels: Ensure that your generator has enough fuel. If you are using a portable
generator, check the fuel gauge and fill it with gasoline or propane as necessary.
2. Inspect the Generator: Look for any visible signs of damage or wear. Make sure that the air filter
and oil levels are adequate.
3. Clear the Area: Ensure that the area around the generator is clear of debris and flammable
materials.

Step 2: Set Up the Generator

1. Locate the Manual Start Switch: On many models, this will be a key switch or a pull-start
mechanism depending on whether the generator is portable or standby.
2. Set the Choke: If your generator is equipped with a choke, set it to the “full” position for easier
starting.

Step 3: Starting the Generator

1. For Electric Start Models:
- Insert the key into the ignition switch.
- Turn the key to the “start” position and hold it for a few seconds.
- Release the key once the engine starts, and it should automatically return to the “on” position.
2. For Manual Pull Start Models:
- Firmly grip the starter handle and give it a brisk pull to start the engine.
- If the generator does not start on the first pull, allow a few seconds before trying again.

Step 4: Adjust Settings

1. Adjust the Choke: Once the generator starts, gradually move the choke to the “run” position.
2. Monitor the Generator: Keep an eye on the generator for any unusual noises or warning lights.
Make sure it is operating smoothly.



Step 5: Use the Generator Safely

1. Connect Appliances: Once the generator is running, you can connect appliances or devices.
Ensure you do not overload the generator by checking the wattage of the connected devices.
2. Keep Ventilated: Ensure that the generator is in a well-ventilated area to avoid carbon monoxide
build-up.

Maintenance Tips for Generac Generators

Regular maintenance is vital to keep your Generac generator running smoothly. Here are some tips
to help you maintain your unit:

Regular Check-Ups

1. Oil Changes: Change the oil after the first 20 hours of use and then every 100 hours of operation.
2. Air Filter Replacement: Inspect and replace the air filter as needed to ensure optimal
performance.
3. Battery Maintenance: For electric start models, check the battery regularly and replace it if it’s
not holding a charge.

Testing the Generator

1. Monthly Testing: Start the generator monthly to keep the engine lubricated and ensure it operates
correctly.
2. Load Testing: Every six months, connect a load to the generator and run it for a few hours to
ensure it can handle the demands.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with regular maintenance, you may encounter issues with your Generac generator. Here are
some common problems and their solutions:

Generator Won't Start

- Check Fuel Supply: Ensure the fuel tank is full.
- Inspect Battery: If you have an electric start model, check the battery connections and charge.
- Verify Oil Levels: Some generators have a low oil shutdown feature that prevents starting if oil
levels are low.



Generator Starts but Shuts Off

- Examine Fuel Supply: Ensure that fuel is flowing correctly and that the fuel is not stale.
- Check the Air Filter: A clogged air filter can restrict airflow, causing the generator to shut off.
- Inspect the Spark Plug: A worn or dirty spark plug can prevent proper ignition.

Conclusion

Knowing how to perform a Generac generator manual start is an essential skill for any generator
owner. Whether you rely on it for backup power during outages or for recreational purposes, being
prepared can make all the difference. Regular maintenance and understanding common
troubleshooting techniques will ensure that your generator remains reliable and efficient for years to
come. By following the guidelines outlined in this article, you can confidently manage your Generac
generator and enjoy peace of mind during power interruptions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I manually start my Generac generator?
To manually start your Generac generator, locate the manual start switch or pull start cord, ensure
fuel and oil levels are adequate, then pull the cord or flip the switch to start the engine.

What should I do if my Generac generator won't start
manually?
If your Generac generator won't start manually, check the fuel supply, ensure the oil level is
sufficient, inspect the battery, and look for any error codes on the display. If issues persist, consult
the manual or contact support.

Is there a specific sequence for starting a Generac generator
manually?
Yes, the general sequence involves turning the fuel valve on, setting the choke properly, switching to
'ON', and then either pulling the start cord or pressing the start switch.

How do I troubleshoot a Generac generator that starts but
dies immediately?
If your Generac generator starts but dies immediately, check the fuel level, ensure the choke is in
the correct position, inspect for clogged fuel lines, and verify that the air filter is clean.



What safety precautions should I take when manually starting
my Generac generator?
When manually starting your Generac generator, ensure you are in a well-ventilated area, keep
flammable materials away, wear safety goggles, and do not operate in wet conditions.

Can I manually start my Generac generator during a power
outage?
Yes, you can manually start your Generac generator during a power outage to power essential
appliances, provided you follow the correct starting procedures.

Where can I find the manual for my Generac generator?
You can find the manual for your Generac generator on the official Generac website under the
support section, or by searching for your specific model number.

How often should I perform maintenance on my Generac
generator?
It's recommended to perform maintenance on your Generac generator at least once a year or every
100 hours of use, which includes changing the oil, replacing the air filter, and checking the spark
plug.

What fuel types can I use for my Generac generator?
Most Generac generators are designed to run on gasoline; however, some models can also operate
on propane or natural gas. Always refer to your generator’s manual for specific fuel requirements.
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