genealogical dictionary of the first settlers of new

england

Genealogical dictionary of the first settlers of New England serves as an invaluable resource for historians,
genealogists, and anyone interested in the origins of families who settled in America. This comprehensive
guide documents the lives, backgrounds, and contributions of the early settlers who played a pivotal role in
establishing New England as we know it today. In this article, we will explore the significance of this
genealogical dictionary, its key features, and how it can assist researchers and enthusiasts in tracing their

ancestry back to these founding figures.

Understanding the Genealogical Dictionary

The genealogical dictionary of the first settlers of New England is a compilation of biographical records of
individuals who arrived in New England during its formative years, primarily from the early 1600s to the
mid-1700s. This dictionary not only includes names but also details about their origins, family connections,

and contributions to society.

The Purpose of the Dictionary

The main purposes of the genealogical dictionary include:

¢ Preservation of History: It helps preserve the stories and legacies of early settlers, ensuring that their

contributions are not forgotten.

¢ Genealogical Research: It provides researchers with a starting point for tracing their ancestry back to

the first settlers of New England.

¢ Contextual Understanding: The dictionary offers insights into the social, political, and economic

conditions of the time, helping users understand the environment in which these settlers lived.

Key Features of the Dictionary

This genealogical dictionary is characterized by several key features that enhance its value for researchers



and historians.

Comprehensive Listings

The dictionary includes:

Names: Full names of the settlers, including variations and spelling changes over time.

Birth and Death Dates: Important dates that help establish timelines for each individual.

Origins: Information about where the settlers came from, often including towns or regions in

Europe.

Family Connections: Details about marriages, children, and other familial ties.

Settlements: The specific locations in New England where these individuals settled.

Documented Sources

The dictionary is meticulously researched and often cites primary sources, such as:

Church records

Census data

Land grants

Wills and probate records

These sources add credibility to the information presented and allow researchers to trace their lineage

accurately.



The Importance of Early Settlers in New England

The first settlers of New England laid the foundation for modern American society. Understanding their

backgrounds can enhance one’s appreciation for the region's history.

Societal Contributions

Early settlers contributed to various aspects of society, including:

e Agriculture: Many settlers were farmers who introduced new agricultural practices and crops.
e Commerce: Trade networks were established, paving the way for economic growth.

e Culture: The settlers brought with them customs, traditions, and religious beliefs that shaped the

cultural landscape of New England.

e Politics: They established some of the first forms of government in America, laying the groundwork

for democracy.

Challenges Faced by Settlers

While the settlers made significant contributions, they also faced numerous challenges:

e Harsh Weather: The New England climate posed difficulties for agriculture and settlement.

¢ Indigenous Relations: Interactions with Native American tribes could be both cooperative and

contentious.
e Disease: Outbreaks of illness often devastated communities.

¢ Resource Scarcity: Early settlers had to adapt to new environments with limited resources.



Using the Genealogical Dictionary for Research

For those interested in using the genealogical dictionary of the first settlers of New England for personal

research, here are some helpful tips:

Step-by-Step Research Process

1. Identify Your Ancestor: Start with the name of the ancestor you want to research. If possible, gather as

much information as you can about their life.

2. Search the Dictionary: Use the dictionary to look up your ancestor's name. Pay attention to alternate

spellings and variations of the name.

3. Trace the Family Line: Once you locate your ancestor, examine the family connections listed. This can

lead you to additional relatives and branches of your family tree.

4. Verify Information: Cross-reference the information with other genealogical resources, such as census

records, church registries, and historical documents, to verify accuracy.

5. Document Your Findings: Keep detailed notes on your findings, including sources for each piece of

information, to maintain an organized record of your research.

Online Resources and Tools

In addition to the genealogical dictionary, various online platforms can assist in your research:

o Ancestry.com: A popular genealogy website with extensive records and family trees.
e FamilySearch.org: A free resource providing access to a vast database of genealogical records.

¢ FindAGrave.com: A site for locating burial sites and memorials of ancestors.

Conclusion



The genealogical dictionary of the first settlers of New England is more than just a collection of names; it is
a gateway to understanding the rich tapestry of American history and the diverse backgrounds that shaped
it. Whether you are a seasoned genealogist or a newcomer to the world of family history, this valuable
resource can enhance your research and deepen your appreciation for the early pioneers who laid the
foundation for New England. By tracing their stories, we connect with our past and gain insights into the

present and future of our families.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the 'Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New
England'?

The 'Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England' is a comprehensive reference work that
provides detailed information about the early settlers of New England, including their origins, family

connections, and contributions to the colonies.

Who authored the 'Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New
England"?

The dictionary was authored by James Savage, a prominent American genealogist, and was first published

in the 19th century.

How can the dictionary assist in genealogical research?

The dictionary serves as a valuable resource for genealogists by offering insights into the ancestry of early
New England families, helping researchers trace their lineage and understand their family's historical

context.

What time period does the dictionary cover?

The dictionary primarily covers the time period from the early 1600s, when the first settlers arrived in

New England, through the 18th century.

Is the 'Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England'
available in digital format?

Yes, many libraries and genealogy websites offer digital versions of the dictionary, making it more

accessible for researchers and enthusiasts.



What type of information is included for each settler in the dictionary?

For each settler, the dictionary typically includes their name, birth and death dates, places of origin, family

relationships, and significant achievements or events associated with their lives in New England.

How has the dictionary influenced genealogical studies in the U.S.?

The dictionary has had a profound influence on genealogical studies by establishing a standard for

documenting early American settlers, inspiring further research and publications in the field of genealogy.
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