
gay talese frank sinatra has a cold
Gay Talese's "Frank Sinatra Has a Cold" is not merely a piece of journalism; it is a
cultural landmark that redefined the art of narrative non-fiction. Published in 1966 in
Esquire magazine, this article offers a glimpse into the life of one of the most iconic
figures in American music—Frank Sinatra—while also showcasing Talese's unique writing
style and his understanding of the complexities of fame. In this article, we will explore the
background of the piece, its significance in journalism, the techniques employed by Talese,
and its lasting impact.

Background of the Article

Gay Talese was a prominent journalist and author, known for his detailed and immersive
writing style. In the mid-1960s, Sinatra was at the peak of his career, a symbol of
American culture, and a man whose public persona was as compelling as his music. Talese
was given the opportunity to write a feature on Sinatra, but when he approached the
singer for an interview, he found Sinatra was too ill to talk.

Despite the setback, Talese decided to proceed with the story, capturing the essence of
Sinatra through the perspectives of those around him. This unconventional approach
became a hallmark of Talese's work and set the stage for a new genre of journalism that
focused on character study and narrative depth.

The Context of the Era

The 1960s was a turbulent decade marked by significant social changes, including the civil
rights movement, the counterculture revolution, and shifts in music and entertainment.
Frank Sinatra, who had been a significant figure in Hollywood and music since the 1940s,
was emblematic of both the golden age of American entertainment and the changing
cultural landscape. His life and career were rife with contradictions, making him an
intriguing subject for Talese.

Significance of "Frank Sinatra Has a Cold"

The article is often cited as a prime example of "New Journalism," a style that merges
literary techniques with journalistic reporting. Its significance can be understood through
the following points:

Character-Driven Narrative: Instead of focusing solely on Sinatra, Talese delves1.
into the lives of those who surrounded him, including his friends, colleagues, and
even fans. This approach allows readers to understand not just Sinatra as an
individual but also the culture that shaped him.



Immersive Reporting: Talese employed a method of "immersive reporting," where2.
he embedded himself in the environment he was writing about. He attended events,
observed interactions, and spoke to various people, creating a vivid picture of
Sinatra’s world.

Exploration of Fame: The article explores the nature of fame and its impact on3.
personal relationships. Talese captures the isolation and loneliness that often
accompany celebrity status, a theme that resonates even today.

Innovative Structure: The structure of the article is fluid, moving from one scene to4.
another, creating a tapestry of anecdotes and observations. This non-linear
storytelling engages readers and offers multiple perspectives on the central figure.

Technique and Style

Talese's writing style in "Frank Sinatra Has a Cold" is characterized by several key
techniques that make the piece stand out:

Descriptive Language: Talese uses rich, evocative descriptions to paint a picture of
Sinatra's life and the people around him. This not only creates a visual landscape but
also evokes emotions, drawing readers into the narrative.

Dialogue and Quotations: By incorporating direct quotes from various individuals,
Talese adds authenticity to the narrative. These voices offer insights into Sinatra’s
character and the perceptions of him held by others.

Symbolism and Metaphor: Throughout the article, Talese employs symbolism to
convey deeper meanings. Sinatra’s cold serves as a metaphor for his vulnerability
and the façade of strength he often maintained.

Non-linear Narrative: The article does not follow a traditional linear structure.
Instead, it weaves together various anecdotes and observations, creating a mosaic of
Sinatra's life and the complexities of his character.

The Lasting Impact of the Article

"Frank Sinatra Has a Cold" has had a profound impact on journalism and popular culture.
It has influenced generations of writers and journalists, inspiring them to adopt a more
narrative approach to reporting. The article has been studied in journalism schools and is
often referenced in discussions about the evolution of non-fiction writing.



Influence on Journalism

The article has set a high standard for narrative journalism, demonstrating that reporting
can be both informative and artistic. Key influences include:

Inspiration for Future Writers: Many journalists, including the likes of Tom Wolfe1.
and Joan Didion, have cited Talese's work as a significant influence on their own
writing. The blend of storytelling and journalism has become a staple in modern
reporting.

Focus on Character and Context: Talese's emphasis on character-driven2.
narratives has encouraged journalists to delve deeper into the lives of their subjects,
providing context that enriches the story.

Shift in Reader Expectations: Readers began to expect more from journalistic3.
writing, looking for depth, nuance, and artistry, rather than just the facts. This shift
has led to an evolution in how stories are presented across various media.

Cultural Legacy

Beyond journalism, "Frank Sinatra Has a Cold" has left a lasting mark on popular culture.
The portrayal of Sinatra is not just that of a music icon but also a reflection of the
complexities of celebrity life. Themes of isolation, vulnerability, and the human condition
resonate with audiences, making the article timeless.

Conclusion

Gay Talese's "Frank Sinatra Has a Cold" is more than just a profile of a legendary
musician; it is a groundbreaking work that transformed the landscape of journalism.
Through its rich narrative, character-driven approach, and immersive reporting, Talese
crafted a piece that continues to influence writers and journalists today. The article serves
as a reminder that behind every public persona lies a complex individual, and that
storytelling can illuminate the human experience in profound ways. Its legacy endures,
inviting new generations to explore the intricate dance between fame, identity, and the
stories that bind us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Gay Talese's 'Frank Sinatra



Has a Cold'?
The main theme revolves around the complexities of celebrity culture and the personal
struggles of Frank Sinatra, showcasing his persona as both a powerful figure and a
vulnerable human being.

How did Gay Talese approach the writing of 'Frank
Sinatra Has a Cold'?
Talese used a unique narrative style that blends journalism with literary techniques,
allowing readers to immerse themselves in the atmosphere surrounding Sinatra without
relying heavily on direct interviews.

What impact did 'Frank Sinatra Has a Cold' have on the
genre of journalism?
The piece is often credited with helping to establish the genre of 'new journalism,'
emphasizing storytelling, character development, and a more immersive reading
experience.

Why was the title 'Frank Sinatra Has a Cold' significant?
The title highlights Sinatra's vulnerability and humanizes him by focusing on a seemingly
trivial ailment, contrasting the public's perception of him as an invincible star.

What year was 'Frank Sinatra Has a Cold' published?
The article was published in 1966 in Esquire magazine.

How did Sinatra react to Talese's portrayal in 'Frank
Sinatra Has a Cold'?
Sinatra reportedly had mixed feelings about the piece; while he appreciated Talese's
writing, he was also concerned about the exposure of his personal life and vulnerabilities.

What literary techniques does Talese employ in the
article?
Talese uses vivid imagery, detailed character sketches, and a focus on dialogue to create a
rich narrative that captures the essence of Sinatra and his world.

What was the cultural context of the time when 'Frank
Sinatra Has a Cold' was written?
The 1960s were a transformative period in American culture, marked by changes in music,
civil rights movements, and a growing fascination with celebrity, all of which are reflected
in Talese's exploration of Sinatra's life.



What role does the concept of masculinity play in 'Frank
Sinatra Has a Cold'?
The article explores the pressures of masculinity on Sinatra, illustrating how his public
persona as a tough, confident man contrasts with his private struggles and insecurities.

How has 'Frank Sinatra Has a Cold' influenced modern
journalism?
It has inspired countless journalists and writers to adopt a more narrative-driven
approach, blending factual reporting with storytelling to engage readers on a deeper
emotional level.
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