gattaca movie assignment answer key

Gattaca movie assignment answer key is an essential resource for students and educators who wish to
delve deeper into the themes, characters, and ethical implications presented in Andrew Niccol’s 1997
film, "Gattaca." This science fiction film provides a thought-provoking exploration of a future society
driven by genetic engineering and eugenics, where one’s social status is determined by their DNA. In
this article, we will analyze key components of the film, including its plot, characters, themes, and the

ethical questions it raises, providing a comprehensive answer key for educational assignments.

Overview of Gattaca

Released in 1997, "Gattaca" is set in a dystopian future where society is obsessed with genetic
perfection. The film centers around Vincent Freeman, a "natural" born human who is discriminated
against in a world that favors genetically engineered individuals. Vincent dreams of traveling to space
but faces numerous obstacles because of his genetic makeup, which designates him as an inferior

member of society.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds as Vincent assumes the identity of a genetically superior individual named Jerome
Eugene Morrow to pursue his dream. As Vincent navigates the challenges of living a lie, he confronts
various societal norms and the inherent discrimination against those who are not genetically
engineered. The film builds towards a climax that forces Vincent to confront the true meaning of

identity and the consequences of a society that values genetic engineering over individual merit.



Main Characters

Understanding the characters in "Gattaca" provides insight into the film's themes and messages. Here

are the primary characters:
1. Vincent Freeman (played by Ethan Hawke): The protagonist who struggles against societal
norms due to his natural birth.

2. Jerome Eugene Morrow (played by Jude Law): A genetically superior individual who assists

Vincent in achieving his goals.

3. Anton Freeman (played by Lawrence Fishburne): Vincent's genetically-engineered brother who

represents the ideal genetic specimen.

4. Irene Cassini (played by Uma Thurman): A fellow employee at Gattaca who becomes

romantically involved with Vincent.

5. Dr. Lamar (played by Alan Arkin): The medical professional who performs the genetic testing and

becomes an ally to Vincent.

Themes Explored in Gattaca

The film "Gattaca" is rich in themes that provoke critical thinking about genetics, identity, and ethics.

Some of the most prominent themes include:



1. Genetic Discrimination

The societal structure in "Gattaca" is based on genetic superiority, leading to discrimination against
those who are not genetically engineered. This theme raises questions about the morality of judging
individuals based solely on their genetic makeup and the implications of such discrimination in the real

world.

2. ldentity and Self-Determination

Vincent’s journey illustrates the struggle for self-identity in a society that imposes limitations based on
genetics. The film advocates the idea that one’s destiny should not be predetermined by their genetic

code, emphasizing the importance of personal ambition and perseverance.

3. The Ethics of Genetic Engineering

"Gattaca" prompts viewers to consider the ethical ramifications of genetic manipulation. The film
explores the potential consequences of a society that prioritizes genetic perfection over individual

uniqueness, raising concerns about dehumanization and the loss of diversity.

4. The Role of Technology

The film showcases the dual nature of technology, presenting it as both a tool for advancement and a
means of oppression. While genetic engineering has the potential to eliminate diseases, it also creates
a rigid societal structure that values genetic makeup over human qualities, such as character and

determination.



Symbolism in Gattaca

Symbolism plays a crucial role in conveying the film's themes. Here are some significant symbols:

DNA Sequence: The film’s focus on DNA underscores the importance of genetics in identity.

Space Travel: Vincent’s aspiration to travel to space symbolizes the desire for freedom and the

pursuit of dreams beyond societal constraints.

Hair and Blood Samples: These biological samples represent the invasive nature of genetic

testing and the societal obsession with genetic purity.

Footprints: Vincent’s emphasis on his footprints symbolizes the uniqueness of individual

experience, contrasting with the predetermined paths of genetically engineered individuals.

Ethical Questions Raised by Gattaca

The film raises several ethical questions that are relevant in today’s discussions about genetics and

biotechnology:

1. Should genetic information determine social status?

The film critiques a society that allows genetic information to dictate individual worth. This prompts
debate about the ethics of genetic discrimination in various forms, including employment and

healthcare.



2. What are the implications of genetic manipulation?

As advancements in genetic engineering continue, "Gattaca" invites viewers to consider the potential
consequences of manipulating human genetics. The film challenges the audience to think critically

about the balance between scientific progress and ethical responsibility.

3. How does society define success?

Vincent's story raises questions about what it means to succeed. The film suggests that success
should be based on talent, hard work, and determination rather than genetic predisposition,

encouraging a reevaluation of societal values.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Gattaca movie assignment answer key" serves as a valuable tool for understanding
the complex themes and ethical questions posed by the film. By exploring the characters, plot, and
significant themes, students can engage critically with the film's content. "Gattaca" remains a timeless
exploration of identity, ethics, and the impact of technology on human life, making it a relevant topic for
discussion and analysis in educational settings. As we continue to grapple with advancements in
genetics, the film serves as a cautionary tale about the potential consequences of prioritizing genetic

engineering over the innate qualities that make us uniquely human.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary theme of the movie 'Gattaca'?

The primary theme of 'Gattaca' is the exploration of genetic engineering and its implications on

individuality, free will, and societal discrimination based on genetics.

How does 'Gattaca' portray the concept of genetic determinism?

In 'Gattaca', genetic determinism is portrayed through a society where individuals are judged and

limited by their DNA, leading to a rigid class system based on genetic traits.

What role does the character Vincent Freeman play in 'Gattaca'?

Vincent Freeman is the protagonist who struggles against societal expectations and discrimination due
to his naturally conceived status, aspiring to become an astronaut despite being considered genetically

inferior.

What is the significance of the title 'Gattaca'?

The title 'Gattaca' is derived from the letters that represent the nucleotide bases of DNA (Guanine,

Adenine, Thymine, Cytosine), emphasizing the film's focus on genetics and biotechnology.

How does 'Gattaca' address the ethical implications of genetic
engineering?

The film addresses the ethical implications of genetic engineering by showcasing the potential for
discrimination and loss of personal identity, raising questions about the morality of 'designing' human

beings.

What are some examples of the visual style used in 'Gattaca' to
represent its themes?

Gattaca employs a sleek and sterile visual style with a color palette of blues and grays, symbolizing

the clinical nature of genetic engineering and the coldness of a society obsessed with perfection.



How does the ending of 'Gattaca' reflect its overall message?

The ending of 'Gattaca’' reflects its overall message by illustrating that determination and willpower can
overcome genetic limitations, as Vincent achieves his dream despite societal barriers, emphasizing the

importance of individual potential.
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