gangster disciples literature and laws

Gangster Disciples literature and laws form an intricate system that governs
the organization and its members. This gang, originating from Chicago in the
late 1960s, has developed a comprehensive ideology that encompasses not only
criminal activities but also a unique culture, language, and set of beliefs.
Understanding the literature and laws of the Gangster Disciples provides
insight into their operations, code of conduct, and the symbolic significance
of their practices.

Historical Context of the Gangster Disciples

The Gangster Disciples emerged during a tumultuous time in American urban
history. The late 1960s and early 1970s saw significant social upheaval,
economic decline, and increased violence in many inner-city neighborhoods.
The gang was founded by David Barksdale and his associates, who sought to
unify various factions in Chicago's South Side.

The Formation of the Gang

- David Barksdale: The founding leader of the Gangster Disciples, Barksdale
was a charismatic figure who played a crucial role in the gang's early
organization.

- Unification: The Gangster Disciples were formed through the merger of
several smaller gangs, with the aim of creating a more powerful and cohesive
unit.

- Ideological Basis: The gang's literature began to take shape during this
period, reflecting their values, goals, and the harsh realities of street
life.

Literature of the Gangster Disciples

The literature of the Gangster Disciples includes a variety of texts that
encapsulate their beliefs, rules, and codes of conduct. This body of work
serves as both a guide for members and a means of perpetuating the gang's
culture.

Key Texts and Symbols

1. The 36 Laws: This is a fundamental document within the Gangster Disciples'
literature, outlining the rules and regulations that members are expected to



follow. The laws cover various aspects of gang life, including loyalty,
respect, and conduct.

2. The History of the Gangster Disciples: Many writings recount the history
of the gang, detailing its origins, key figures, and significant events.
These narratives serve to instill a sense of pride and identity among
members.

3. The Gangster Disciples' Flag: The flag, often featuring six points,
symbolizes unity and represents the gang's principles. Each point signifies a
different aspect of their ideology, such as love, loyalty, and respect.

4. Rituals and Ceremonies: Literature often describes initiation rites and
other ceremonies that are crucial to maintaining the gang's structure and
hierarchy. Such rituals reinforce solidarity and commitment among members.

Language and Terminology

The Gangster Disciples have developed a distinct lexicon that reflects their
culture and experiences. Understanding this language is essential for members
and serves as a form of bonding among them. Some common terms include:

- "GD": An abbreviation for Gangster Disciples, used frequently in
communication.

- "Love": A core value, emphasizing the importance of loyalty and support
among members.

- "Respect": Another foundational principle, highlighting the need for
honoring fellow members and their families.

Code of Conduct and Laws

The laws of the Gangster Disciples are not merely rules; they are a
comprehensive code of conduct that governs every aspect of a member's life.
Adherence to these laws is paramount, and violations can result in severe
consequences.

Core Principles of the 36 Laws

The 36 Laws of the Gangster Disciples can be summarized into several key
principles:

- Loyalty: Members must demonstrate unwavering loyalty to the gang and its
leaders. Betrayal is one of the highest offenses.

- Respect: Every member is expected to show respect to others, particularly
those in higher positions within the gang's hierarchy.



- Discipline: Adherence to the laws is enforced through strict disciplinary
measures, ensuring that members uphold the gang's reputation and values.

- Unity: Members are encouraged to work together, supporting one another in
their endeavors and maintaining a strong front against rival gangs.

Consequences of Violating the Laws

Violations of the Gangster Disciples' laws can lead to various forms of
punishment, depending on the severity of the offense. Common consequences
include:

1. Physical Punishment: Members may face beatings or other forms of corporal
punishment for serious infractions.

2. Expulsion: In cases of betrayal or severe disloyalty, a member may be
expelled from the gang, often with dire consequences for their safety.

3. Community Service: Some minor infractions may result in the requirement to
perform acts of service for the gang or the community, intended to restore
respect and loyalty.

Role of Literature in Gang Identity

The literature and laws of the Gangster Disciples play a crucial role in
shaping the gang's identity. They provide a framework for understanding the
gang's purpose, values, and expectations.

Fostering a Sense of Belonging

- Cultural Heritage: The stories and teachings within the gang's literature
help to create a shared cultural heritage, fostering a sense of belonging
among members.

- Rituals and Traditions: The literature often outlines rituals and
traditions that reinforce group identity and solidarity.

- Mentorship and Guidance: Older members often use the literature to mentor
younger recruits, passing on knowledge and ensuring the continuation of gang
values.

Impact on Community Perception

The Gangster Disciples' literature also shapes how the gang is perceived by
the broader community. While many view the gang negatively due to its
criminal activities, others see it as a misqguided attempt to create a sense



of community and identity in a challenging environment.

Conclusion

The Gangster Disciples literature and laws represent a complex interplay of
cultural identity, social norms, and criminal enterprise. They provide
structure and meaning to the lives of those involved, serving as a guide for
behavior and a means of fostering loyalty and unity among members.
Understanding this literature and its implications sheds light on the broader
social issues at play in urban America and the challenges faced by
individuals seeking belonging in a turbulent world. As society continues to
grapple with the realities of gang culture, it becomes increasingly important
to engage with and understand the narratives that shape these communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'The 10 Point Program'
in Gangster Disciples literature?

The 10 Point Program outlines the core beliefs and values of the Gangster
Disciples, serving as a guiding framework for members. It emphasizes unity,
education, and community empowerment.

How do Gangster Disciples laws influence behavior
within the gang?

Gangster Disciples laws dictate a strict code of conduct that members must
adhere to, promoting loyalty, respect, and discipline while also outlining
consequences for violations. This structure is designed to maintain order and
cohesion within the gang.

What role does symbolism play in Gangster Disciples
literature?

Symbolism is crucial in Gangster Disciples literature, as it conveys deeper
meanings related to identity, power, and resistance. Common symbols include
the six-pointed star and the colors blue and black, which represent unity and
allegiance.

How is the concept of 'Knowledge' defined in
Gangster Disciples teachings?

In Gangster Disciples teachings, 'Knowledge' is viewed as a vital tool for
self-improvement and community advancement. It encompasses awareness of



social issues, history, and the importance of education, encouraging members
to uplift themselves and their neighborhoods.

What are the consequences outlined in Gangster
Disciples literature for betraying the gang?

Consequences for betrayal, often referred to as 'disloyalty', can be severe
and include physical repercussions, expulsion from the gang, or even death.
These harsh penalties serve as a deterrent to maintain loyalty among members.

How does the literature of the Gangster Disciples
address issues of community violence?

Gangster Disciples literature often addresses community violence by promoting
messages of peace and conflict resolution. While the gang has a history of
involvement in violence, some texts call for reducing violence among rival
factions to foster a safer environment for members and the community.
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