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The film "Gandhi," directed by Richard Attenborough and released in 1982, is a
biographical epic that chronicles the life of Mahatma Gandhi, the leader of the Indian
independence movement against British colonial rule. This cinematic masterpiece not only
depicts Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence and civil disobedience but also presents
various historical events and figures that influenced and shaped his life. In this
comprehensive article, we will explore common questions and answers regarding the film,
its historical context, and the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi.

Overview of the Film

The film "Gandhi" features Ben Kingsley in the titular role and received critical acclaim,
winning eight Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actor for
Kingsley. The narrative spans Gandhi's life from his early days in South Africa, where he
first employed non-violent protest, to his leadership role in the Indian independence
movement and his eventual assassination in 1948.

Key Themes and Messages

The film addresses several important themes:

1. Non-violence: Gandhi's steadfast commitment to non-violent resistance as a means to
achieve political and social change.
2. Civil rights: The struggle against racial discrimination in South Africa and the fight for
Indian independence.
3. Unity and diversity: The importance of Hindu-Muslim unity in the face of colonial rule
and later partition.
4. Personal sacrifice: Gandhi's dedication to his principles, often at great personal cost.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What inspired Richard Attenborough to make the
film?

Richard Attenborough was inspired by Gandhi's life and philosophy of non-violence. He
believed that Gandhi's message was relevant not just to India but to the world.
Attenborough sought to create a film that would educate audiences about Gandhi's
contributions and promote the values of peace and tolerance.



2. How accurate is the portrayal of historical events in
the film?

While "Gandhi" captures many significant events in Gandhi's life, it takes some creative
liberties for dramatic effect. The film is generally considered to be a respectful and
accurate representation of Gandhi's philosophy and key moments, but some critics argue
that it oversimplifies complex historical events and relationships, particularly in its
portrayal of certain political figures.

3. Who were the key figures depicted in the film?

The film features several significant historical figures, including:

- Jawaharlal Nehru: A close associate of Gandhi and future Prime Minister of India.
- Muhammad Ali Jinnah: The leader of the All-India Muslim League and an advocate for the
partition of India.
- Lord Irwin: The British Viceroy of India during the Salt March.
- Kasturba Gandhi: Gandhi's wife, who played a vital role in his life and activism.
- Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: A prominent leader in the Indian independence movement.

4. What was the significance of the Salt March
portrayed in the film?

The Salt March of 1930 is one of the most iconic events in the Indian independence
movement. Gandhi led a 240-mile march to the Arabian Sea to produce salt, protesting
against the British monopoly on salt production and sales. This act of civil disobedience
galvanized the Indian population and drew international attention to the struggle for
independence.

5. How did the film address Gandhi's philosophy of non-
violence?

The film emphasizes Gandhi's belief in non-violent resistance, or "Satyagraha," as a
powerful tool for social and political change. Through various scenes, it illustrates how
Gandhi advocated for peaceful protests, boycotts, and civil disobedience, promoting the
idea that true change comes from moral high ground rather than violent conflict.

6. What impact did the film have on global perceptions
of Gandhi?

"Gandhi" played a significant role in shaping global perceptions of Mahatma Gandhi and



his philosophy. The film introduced many viewers, particularly in the West, to Gandhi's
ideals and the complexities of India's struggle for independence. It inspired discussions on
non-violence, civil rights, and social justice movements around the world, resonating with
audiences long after its release.

7. What are some critical responses to the film?

While "Gandhi" was widely acclaimed, it also faced criticism. Some scholars and critics
highlighted the following points:

- Simplification of Historical Context: Critics argue that the film oversimplifies the
complexities of the Indian independence movement, particularly the roles of other leaders
and the diverse motivations of various groups.
- Portrayal of Non-violence: Some feel that the film romanticizes Gandhi's non-violent
approach and does not adequately address the challenges and failures associated with it.
- Cultural Representation: There are discussions regarding the representation of Indian
culture and the reliance on a predominantly Western perspective, as it was directed by a
British filmmaker.

Lessons from the Film

The film "Gandhi" offers numerous lessons that remain relevant today:

1. Power of Non-violence: Gandhi's philosophy teaches that non-violent resistance can be a
formidable weapon against oppression.
2. Individual Responsibility: The film emphasizes the importance of personal integrity and
the impact of individual actions in the fight for justice.
3. Dialogue and Understanding: It highlights the need for dialogue and understanding
among diverse communities, particularly in conflict situations.
4. Historical Awareness: Understanding history is crucial for addressing contemporary
issues and fostering social change.

Conclusion

The film "Gandhi" stands as a significant cinematic achievement that not only captures the
essence of Mahatma Gandhi's life but also serves as a reminder of the enduring power of
non-violence and civil rights. Through its portrayal of historical events and figures, the
film stimulates conversations about justice, equality, and the importance of peaceful
resistance. As we reflect on Gandhi's legacy, it is essential to recognize the lessons
presented in the film and apply them to contemporary struggles for human rights and
dignity around the world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the movie 'Gandhi'?
The main theme of the movie 'Gandhi' is the struggle for India's independence from British
rule through non-violent resistance and civil disobedience, highlighting the principles of
peace, tolerance, and social justice.

Who played the role of Mahatma Gandhi in the film?
Ben Kingsley played the role of Mahatma Gandhi in the film, delivering a critically
acclaimed performance that earned him an Academy Award for Best Actor.

What historical events are depicted in the movie
'Gandhi'?
The movie depicts several key historical events, including the Salt March of 1930, the Quit
India Movement of 1942, and the partition of India in 1947, showcasing Gandhi's
leadership and the impact of his philosophy.

How does the film portray Gandhi's philosophy of non-
violence?
The film portrays Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence as a powerful tool for social and
political change, illustrating how peaceful protests can challenge oppression and inspire
mass movements.

What was the critical reception of the movie 'Gandhi'
upon its release?
Upon its release, 'Gandhi' received widespread critical acclaim, praised for its direction,
cinematography, and performances, and it won eight Academy Awards, including Best
Picture.

How does the film address the issue of communal
violence during India's independence?
The film addresses communal violence by depicting the tensions between Hindus and
Muslims during the partition, showcasing Gandhi's efforts to promote peace and unity
amidst the chaos and suffering.

What impact did the movie 'Gandhi' have on public
perception of the historical figure?
The movie 'Gandhi' significantly shaped public perception of Mahatma Gandhi, enhancing
his global image as a symbol of peace and inspiring future generations to adopt non-



violent methods in their own struggles for justice.

In what ways did the film highlight Gandhi's personal
life?
The film highlights Gandhi's personal life by exploring his relationships with his family, his
struggles with his own beliefs, and the sacrifices he made for his cause, providing a more
intimate view of the man behind the legend.
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