
game of thrones family tree chart
Game of Thrones family tree chart is an intricate web of relationships that showcases the
complex dynamics between the various noble houses of Westeros and their respective
characters. The saga of "Game of Thrones," based on George R.R. Martin's "A Song of Ice
and Fire" series, is rich with interwoven storylines that span generations. Understanding
the family tree is essential for grasping the depth of the narrative and the motivations of
its characters. This article delves into the various houses, key characters, and their
relationships, illustrating the importance of lineage in the quest for power in Westeros.

The Major Houses of Westeros

The world of "Game of Thrones" is primarily divided among several major houses, each
with its own distinct characteristics, values, and histories. Below are the most significant
houses:

1. House Stark

- Sigil: A gray direwolf on a white field.
- Motto: "Winter is Coming."
- Main Characters:
- Eddard (Ned) Stark
- Catelyn Stark (née Tully)
- Robb Stark
- Sansa Stark
- Arya Stark
- Bran Stark
- Rickon Stark

The Starks are the rulers of the North and are known for their honor and loyalty. Their
family tree is marked by tragedy, as many members face dire fates throughout the series.

2. House Lannister

- Sigil: A golden lion on a crimson field.
- Motto: "Hear Me Roar!" (official); "A Lannister Always Pays His Debts" (common saying).
- Main Characters:
- Tywin Lannister
- Jaime Lannister
- Cersei Lannister
- Tyrion Lannister

The Lannisters are one of the wealthiest families in Westeros, known for their cunning and



ambition. Their relationships are marked by betrayal, power struggles, and complex family
ties.

3. House Targaryen

- Sigil: A red three-headed dragon on a black field.
- Motto: "Fire and Blood."
- Main Characters:
- Aerys II Targaryen (the Mad King)
- Daenerys Targaryen
- Viserys Targaryen
- Jon Snow (Aegon Targaryen)

The Targaryens are known for their dragons and their tumultuous history. Their family
tree is filled with instances of incestuous relationships, as they believed their bloodline
needed to be kept pure.

4. House Baratheon

- Sigil: A crowned black stag on a gold field.
- Motto: "Ours is the Fury."
- Main Characters:
- Robert Baratheon
- Stannis Baratheon
- Renly Baratheon
- Gendry (bastard son of Robert)

The Baratheons rose to power by overthrowing the Targaryens. Their family dynamics are
rife with conflict, particularly among the brothers.

5. House Tully

- Sigil: A silver trout on a blue and red striped field.
- Motto: "Family, Duty, Honor."
- Main Characters:
- Catelyn Stark (née Tully)
- Edmure Tully
- Brynden Tully (Blackfish)

The Tullys are known for their strong emphasis on family and duty. They play a crucial
role in the Stark narrative, especially through Catelyn's marriage to Ned Stark.



Understanding the Family Relations

The family tree of "Game of Thrones" is not only essential for understanding character
motivations but also for grasping the political landscape of Westeros. Here are some key
relationships to consider:

1. Stark-Lannister Relations

- Ned Stark serves as Hand of the King to King Robert Baratheon, who is a friend from
their youth.
- The Lannisters are the Baratheons' allies but ultimately have their own ambitions.
- Catelyn Stark’s sister, Lysa Arryn, is married to Jon Arryn, the previous Hand of the King,
which intertwines the Stark and Lannister families further.

2. Targaryen Lineage

- The Targaryens have a history of marrying siblings to maintain their bloodline, which
leads to a convoluted family tree.
- Daenerys Targaryen is the sister of Viserys Targaryen, and both are the children of Aerys
II Targaryen.
- Jon Snow is revealed to be the son of Lyanna Stark and Rhaegar Targaryen, making him
a legitimate Targaryen.

3. Baratheon Divisions

- Robert Baratheon has three children, but they are actually the result of Cersei
Lannister's affair with her twin brother, Jaime.
- Stannis Baratheon and Renly Baratheon are Robert's brothers, and their differing views
lead to conflict in the series.

Key Events Influencing Family Dynamics

Several key events throughout the series have a significant impact on the family dynamics
within "Game of Thrones":

1. The Death of Ned Stark

Ned Stark's execution serves as a catalyst for many conflicts. It not only creates a power
vacuum in the North but also sets off a chain reaction of revenge among his children,
particularly Robb Stark, who declares war against the Lannisters.



2. The War of the Five Kings

This conflict arises following Robert’s death, leading to a struggle for the Iron Throne
among the Baratheons, Starks, Lannisters, and others. Alliances are forged and broken,
leading to significant casualties among the noble families.

3. The Red Wedding

One of the most shocking events in the series, the Red Wedding results in the massacre of
many Stark family members. This event drastically alters the power dynamics in Westeros
and serves to highlight the brutal nature of the political landscape.

4. The Rise of Daenerys Targaryen

Daenerys's rise from exile to a contender for the Iron Throne represents a significant shift
in the family tree. Her dragons and growing army make her a formidable force, and her
connection to the Stark family through Jon Snow adds another layer to the family
dynamics.

Conclusion

The Game of Thrones family tree chart is not merely a representation of lineage but a
complex interplay of relationships that shape the narrative of the series. Understanding
these connections helps in comprehending the motivations of characters and the political
maneuvers that define the struggle for power in Westeros. As characters come and go,
their legacies and familial ties continue to influence the events in this richly woven tale of
ambition, betrayal, and survival. The intricate relationships among the noble houses
underscore the series’ central themes of loyalty, honor, and the often brutal quest for
power. The family tree serves as a reminder that in the game of thrones, playing for keeps
is the only way to survive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Game of Thrones family
tree chart?
The Game of Thrones family tree chart helps viewers understand the complex
relationships between the various noble families in Westeros, showcasing alliances,
rivalries, and lineage.



How can I find a detailed Game of Thrones family tree
chart online?
Detailed family tree charts can be found on fan sites, wikis, and official Game of Thrones
resources, which often include visual aids and explanations of each family's history.

Which families are most prominently featured in the
Game of Thrones family tree?
The most prominently featured families include the Starks, Lannisters, Baratheons,
Targaryens, and Tyrells, each playing crucial roles in the series' narrative.

Are there any notable differences between the book and
TV series family trees?
Yes, some characters and their relationships differ between the books and the TV series,
leading to variations in the family tree. For example, certain characters may have different
fates or exist in the book but not in the show.

How does the family tree help in understanding
character motivations?
The family tree provides context for character motivations by illustrating their
backgrounds, inheritances, and the political implications of their family ties, which drive
many plot points in the series.

What tools can I use to create my own Game of Thrones
family tree chart?
You can use online tools like Lucidchart, Canva, or even simple diagramming software to
create personalized Game of Thrones family trees, incorporating your own insights and
interpretations.
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