full movie of the hobbit the
desolation of smaug

full movie of the hobbit the desolation of smaug is an epic continuation of
the adventure that began in "The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey." This second
installment in Peter Jackson's trilogy brings J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved tale
to life, following Bilbo Baggins and his companions as they journey toward
the Lonely Mountain to reclaim their homeland from the fearsome dragon Smaug.
In this article, we will explore the film's plot, characters, critical
reception, and its significance within the larger context of Tolkien's work.
Additionally, we will provide insights on where to find the full movie to
enhance your viewing experience.
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Overview of the Movie

"The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" is the second film in the Hobbit
trilogy, adapted from J.R.R. Tolkien's novel "The Hobbit." Released in 2013,
it follows the journey of Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit enlisted by the wizard
Gandalf and a group of thirteen dwarves led by Thorin Oakenshield. Their
quest is to reclaim the Lonely Mountain and its treasure from the dragon
Smaug. The film is known for its stunning visual effects, strong
performances, and intricate world-building that expands upon the lore of
Middle-earth.

Plot Summary

The plot of "The Desolation of Smaug" picks up where "An Unexpected Journey"
left off. Bilbo and the company of dwarves continue their perilous journey



through Middle-earth. They face various challenges, including encounters with
giant spiders in Mirkwood Forest and the terrifying elves of Thranduil's
kingdom. Throughout their journey, Bilbo's character evolves as he finds
courage and wit in dire circumstances.

The Journey Through Mirkwood

One of the most notable segments of the film occurs in Mirkwood, where the
group becomes ensnared by giant spiders. Bilbo, using the ring he acquired in
the previous film, demonstrates his growing bravery as he saves his
companions. This episode highlights Bilbo's transformation from a timid
hobbit into a resourceful hero.

Encounter with the Elves

After escaping the spiders, the dwarves are captured by elves and brought
before Thranduil, the Elvenking. The tension between the dwarves and elves
reflects broader themes of distrust and rivalry within Middle-earth. Bilbo's
cleverness shines as he orchestrates their escape, showcasing his leadership
qualities.

The Desolation of Smaug

The climax of the film occurs in the Lonely Mountain, where Bilbo confronts
Smaug. This encounter is pivotal, revealing the dragon's cunning intellect
and greed. Smaug's character is brought to life by Benedict Cumberbatch's
voice performance, adding depth to the menacing figure.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Desolation of Smaug" are richly developed, each
contributing to the overarching narrative in significant ways. Key characters
include:

e Bilbo Baggins: The reluctant hero and burglar, portrayed by Martin
Freeman.

e Thorin Oakenshield: The determined leader of the dwarf company, played
by Richard Armitage.

e Gandalf the Grey: The wise wizard, portrayed by Ian McKellen.
e Smaug: The dragon, voiced by Benedict Cumberbatch.

e Legolas: The skilled elven archer, played by Orlando Bloom.



e Tauriel: A new character created for the film, portrayed by Evangeline
Lilly.

Behind the Scenes

Peter Jackson returned as director for this film, continuing his visionary
approach to adapting Tolkien's work. The production involved extensive use of
CGI to bring the dragon Smaug to life, along with practical effects to create
the world of Middle-earth. The film was shot in New Zealand, showcasing its
breathtaking landscapes that serve as the backdrop for the story.

Visual Effects and Cinematography

The visual effects team worked tirelessly to create realistic depictions of
the dragon and the various creatures Bilbo encounters. The cinematography,
led by director of photography Philippa Lowthorpe, captures the grandeur of
Middle-earth, immersing viewers in its beauty and danger.

Music and Score

The score, composed by Howard Shore, enhances the emotional depth of the
film. Shore's music is integral to the storytelling, evoking the highs and
lows of Bilbo's journey. The themes associated with characters and locations
are memorable, adding to the film's overall impact.

Critical Reception

"The Desolation of Smaug" received generally positive reviews from critics
and audiences alike. It was praised for its visual effects, pacing, and
character development. However, some critics noted that the film took
liberties with Tolkien's source material, leading to mixed feelings among
purists. The performances, particularly that of Cumberbatch as Smaug, were
highly lauded.

Awards and Nominations

The film was nominated for several awards, including Academy Awards for Best
Visual Effects and Best Production Design. Its box office success solidified
the popularity of the Hobbit trilogy, further expanding the cinematic
universe of Middle-earth.



Where to Watch the Full Movie

For those looking to enjoy the full movie of "The Hobbit: The Desolation of
Smaug," several options are available. The film is often available for
streaming on various platforms such as Amazon Prime Video, Google Play
Movies, and iTunes. Additionally, physical copies can be found in DVD and
Blu-ray formats, which may include additional features such as behind-the-
scenes documentaries and deleted scenes.

Conclusion

"The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" is a critical part of the Hobbit
trilogy that enriches the lore of Middle-earth. Its captivating plot, well-
developed characters, and stunning visuals make it a must-watch for fans of
fantasy cinema. As Bilbo Baggins embarks on his journey, viewers are treated
to a tale of bravery, friendship, and the struggle against greed. Whether you
are a longtime fan of Tolkien's work or a newcomer to this epic adventure,
the film delivers a powerful cinematic experience that resonates with
audiences worldwide.

Q: What is the main theme of The Desolation of
Smaug?

A: The main themes of "The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" include courage,
friendship, the consequences of greed, and the struggle between good and
evil. The film explores how Bilbo's character grows through his experiences
and how the quest affects all members of the company.

Q: Who directed The Desolation of Smaug?

A: "The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" was directed by Peter Jackson, who
also directed the previous film in the trilogy and the acclaimed Lord of the
Rings trilogy.

Q: Is The Desolation of Smaug suitable for children?

A: While "The Desolation of Smaug" is rated PG-13 for some intense sequences
of violence and frightening images, many children and families enjoy it.
Parental guidance is recommended for younger viewers due to its darker
themes.

Q: How does The Desolation of Smaug connect to The



Lord of the Rings?

A: "The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" serves as a prequel to "The Lord of
the Rings." It introduces key characters and themes that are further explored
in the later trilogy, providing context for the events that lead to the War
of the Ring.

Q: Who plays the voice of Smaug?

A: The voice of Smaug is provided by actor Benedict Cumberbatch, who brings a
unique depth and menace to the character through his vocal performance and
motion capture.

Q: What are the differences between the book and the
film adaptation?

A: The film adaptation of "The Desolation of Smaug" takes creative liberties
with the source material, introducing new characters and subplots not found
in Tolkien's original book. These changes aim to enhance the narrative and
connect it more closely to "The Lord of the Rings."

Q: What notable creatures appear in The Desolation
of Smaug?

A: Notable creatures in "The Desolation of Smaug" include giant spiders,
elves, and of course, the dragon Smaug. Each creature adds to the film's rich
tapestry of Middle-earth's inhabitants.

Q: When was The Desolation of Smaug released?

A: "The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug" was released in theaters on December
13, 2013, and it quickly became a box office success.

Q: What is the significance of the Arkenstone in the
film?

A: The Arkenstone is a symbol of Thorin Oakenshield's rightful claim to the
throne of the dwarves. Its significance grows throughout the story, affecting

relationships and decisions within the group as they approach the Lonely
Mountain.

Q: Can I watch The Desolation of Smaug without



seeing the first film?

A: While it is possible to enjoy "The Desolation of Smaug" as a standalone
film, viewers may benefit from watching "The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey"
first to fully understand the characters' backgrounds and the events leading
up to this installment.
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