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From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawaii Latitude 20 is a
poignant exploration of the historical and contemporary issues surrounding Indigenous
sovereignty and the impacts of colonialism in Hawaii. This text, primarily authored by the
esteemed Hawaiian scholar and activist Haunani-Kay Trask, serves as a vital contribution
to the discourse on Native Hawaiian identity, culture, and the ongoing struggles against
colonial forces. This article seeks to dissect the themes presented in Trask's work,
examining the complexities of colonialism, the quest for sovereignty, and the resilience of
Native Hawaiian culture.

Colonialism in Hawaii: A Historical Overview

The history of Hawaii is deeply intertwined with the forces of colonialism that have
reshaped its social, political, and cultural landscapes. Understanding this history is crucial
to grasping the present-day challenges faced by Native Hawaiians.

The Arrival of Western Powers

- European Contact: The arrival of Captain James Cook in 1778 marked the beginning of
significant contact between Native Hawaiians and Western powers. Initially met with
curiosity and intrigue, these encounters soon led to profound changes.

- Missionary Influence: Following Cook's arrival, American missionaries arrived in the
1820s, aiming to convert Native Hawaiians to Christianity and impose Western values.
This mission had lasting effects on Hawaiian culture, language, and social structures.

The Overthrow of the Monarchy

The overthrow of Queen Lili‘uokalani in 1893 is a pivotal event in Hawaiian history that
encapsulates the struggle against colonialism.

- Key Events:

- The establishment of a provisional government by American and European businessmen.
- The role of the U.S. government in supporting the overthrow, which led to the annexation
of Hawaii in 1898.

- Consequences: The loss of sovereignty and the imposition of foreign governance have
had enduring impacts on the Native Hawaiian community, including cultural erasure and
loss of land.



The Quest for Sovereignty

The desire for sovereignty among Native Hawaiians is a defining element of their identity
and a response to the historical injustices they have faced. Trask's work emphasizes the
importance of reclaiming sovereignty as a means of restoring dignity and cultural
integrity.

Understanding Sovereignty

Sovereignty for Native Hawaiians encompasses several dimensions:

1. Political Sovereignty: The right to self-governance and the ability to make decisions that
affect their lands and communities.

2. Cultural Sovereignty: The preservation and revitalization of Native Hawaiian language,
traditions, and practices.

3. Land Sovereignty: The reclamation of ancestral lands that were taken during colonial
rule and the ongoing struggles to protect these resources.

Modern Movements for Sovereignty

The contemporary sovereignty movement draws from historical grievances and seeks to
establish a framework for Native self-determination. Key aspects include:

- Activism: Organizations such as Ka Lahui Hawai‘i and the Sovereign Hawaiian Nation are
working towards political recognition and rights for Native Hawaiians.

- Legal Battles: Various court cases have been initiated to challenge the legality of land
ownership and seek reparations for historical injustices.

- Cultural Renaissance: Efforts to revitalize the Hawaiian language and traditions play a
crucial role in asserting cultural sovereignty.

Colonialism's Impact on Native Hawaiian Identity

Colonialism has profoundly affected Native Hawaiian identity, leading to a complex
interplay of assimilation, resistance, and resurgence.

Loss of Language and Culture

One of the most significant impacts of colonialism has been the decline of the Hawaiian
language and cultural practices.

- Language Suppression: The Hawaiian language was banned in schools in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, leading to a sharp decline in fluent speakers.



- Cultural Erasure: Traditional practices, songs, and dances were discouraged, resulting in
the loss of cultural heritage.

Resilience and Revival

Despite the challenges, Native Hawaiians have shown remarkable resilience. Efforts to
revive the Hawaiian language and cultural practices are gaining momentum:

- Language Immersion Programs: Schools such as Puerto Kula ‘Oiwi have been established
to teach Hawaiian language fluency to new generations.

- Cultural Festivals: Events like the Merrie Monarch Festival celebrate hula and Hawaiian
culture, fostering pride and connection to heritage.

Reclaiming Narrative and Identity

Trask's work emphasizes the importance of reclaiming the narrative surrounding Native
Hawaiian identity and experiences.

Indigenous Perspectives

- Storytelling: Native Hawaiian narratives provide a counter-narrative to colonial histories
and highlight the richness of Hawaiian culture.

- Art and Literature: Contemporary Hawaiian artists and writers are increasingly sharing
their experiences, contributing to a broader understanding of Native Hawaiian identity.

Education and Awareness

Education plays a critical role in challenging colonial narratives:

- Culturally Relevant Curriculum: Integrating Native Hawaiian history and perspectives
into educational systems helps foster understanding and respect for Indigenous rights.
- Community Involvement: Grassroots movements and community organizations are
essential in raising awareness about the impacts of colonialism and advocating for
sovereignty.

The Future of Sovereignty in Hawaii

Looking ahead, the path to sovereignty and self-determination for Native Hawaiians
remains fraught with challenges but also filled with hope.



Political Landscape

- Legislative Efforts: Ongoing advocacy for legislation that acknowledges Native Hawaiian
rights and seeks to address historical injustices is crucial.

- International Support: Engaging with international bodies to gain recognition and
support for Native Hawaiian sovereignty can enhance efforts for self-determination.

Cultural Preservation and Revitalization

The future of Native Hawaiian culture is intertwined with the movement for sovereignty:

- Cultural Education: Continuation of cultural education initiatives will help ensure that
future generations maintain a connection to their heritage.

- Community Empowerment: Strengthening community ties and support systems can
empower Native Hawaiians to take an active role in their governance and cultural
practices.

Conclusion

From a Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawaii Latitude 20 serves as a
powerful reminder of the enduring impact of colonialism on Indigenous peoples and the
importance of sovereignty in the quest for justice and dignity. Through the lens of
Haunani-Kay Trask's scholarship, we are invited to reflect on the historical context and
current realities facing Native Hawaiians. The ongoing struggle for sovereignty is not
merely a political battle; it is a deeply personal journey towards reclaiming identity,
culture, and the right to self-determination. The resilience of Native Hawaiians in the face
of adversity stands as a testament to their strength and an inspiration for movements
worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What central themes does 'From a Native Daughter"
address regarding colonialism in Hawaii?

The book explores themes of cultural identity, the impacts of colonialism on Native
Hawaiian sovereignty, and the ongoing struggles for recognition and rights.

How does the author, Haunani-Kay Trask, convey the
impact of colonialism on Native Hawaiian identity?

Trask discusses personal and collective experiences of Native Hawaiians, illustrating how
colonialism has disrupted cultural practices, language, and community structures.



What is the significance of sovereignty in the context of
Hawaiian history as presented in the book?

Sovereignty is portrayed as a crucial aspect of Native Hawaiian self-determination and
resistance against ongoing colonial influences and U.S. statehood.

How does Trask's perspective challenge mainstream
narratives about Hawaii?

Trask challenges romanticized views of Hawaii as a paradise by highlighting the historical
and ongoing struggles faced by Native Hawaiians due to colonialism.

What role does language play in the preservation of
Native Hawaiian culture according to Trask?

Language is seen as a vital component of cultural identity; Trask emphasizes the need to
revitalize the Hawaiian language as a means of reconnecting with heritage.

In what ways does 'From a Native Daughter' discuss the
intersection of gender and colonialism?

Trask highlights how colonialism has disproportionately affected Native Hawaiian women,
addressing issues of patriarchy, gender roles, and resistance.

What practical steps does Trask suggest for achieving
Native Hawaiian sovereignty?

Trask advocates for political activism, cultural education, and legal challenges to reclaim
land and rights, emphasizing the importance of grassroots movements.

How does Trask use personal narrative to enhance her
arguments about colonialism?

By sharing her own experiences as a Native Hawaiian, Trask adds emotional weight and
authenticity to her critique of colonialism and its effects.

What critiques does Trask offer regarding tourism and
its impact on Hawaiian culture?

Trask critiques tourism as a commodification of Hawaiian culture that perpetuates colonial
attitudes and undermines the dignity and rights of Native Hawaiians.

How does 'From a Native Daughter' contribute to



contemporary discussions about indigenous rights?

The book serves as a foundational text in indigenous rights discourse, providing insights
into the specific challenges faced by Native Hawaiians and advocating for global
indigenous solidarity.
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