friend of dorothy history

friend of dorothy history is a term that has long been associated with LGBTQ+ culture, particularly
within the context of gay men. Its origins can be traced back to the mid-20th century, encapsulating a
rich tapestry of social, cultural, and political significance. This article delves into the history of this
phrase, exploring its roots, evolution, and the broader context of LGBTQ+ rights. We will examine how
the term emerged, its connection to the iconic character Dorothy from "The Wizard of Oz," and its
relevance in contemporary discussions around identity and community. The article will also highlight
the societal changes that have influenced the language used within the LGBTQ+ community over the
decades.
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Origins of the Phrase

The phrase "Friend of Dorothy" is believed to have originated in the 1950s, during a time when open
expressions of homosexuality were often met with societal disapproval and legal repercussions. In
this era, coded language became essential for members of the LGBTQ+ community to communicate
safely. The term "Friend of Dorothy" served as a euphemism that allowed individuals to identify
themselves without drawing unwanted attention.

In the context of post-World War Il America, many gay men were searching for community and
connection in a society that marginalized them. The use of a friendly, whimsical phrase like "Friend of
Dorothy" provided a sense of belonging while navigating a landscape fraught with stigma. It is
speculated that this phrase allowed individuals to discreetly signal their sexual orientation to one
another, fostering camaraderie and support among those facing similar challenges.

The Connection to "The Wizard of Oz"

To fully understand the phrase "Friend of Dorothy," it is essential to explore its connection to the
beloved character Dorothy Gale from the 1939 film "The Wizard of Oz." Dorothy, portrayed by judy
Garland, represents qualities such as courage, friendship, and the quest for acceptance. Judy Garland
herself became an icon in the LGBTQ+ community, and her performances resonated deeply with
many gay men.

The film's themes of searching for a place where one belongs—the "somewhere over the



rainbow"—paralleled the experiences of many in the LGBTQ+ community. The character of Dorothy
became a symbol of hope and resilience, and thus, being a "Friend of Dorothy" emerged as a way of
expressing solidarity with this shared experience. The phrase can be seen as a tribute to the film's
legacy and its impact on LGBTQ+ culture.

Evolution Through the Decades

As societal attitudes towards homosexuality began to shift in the latter half of the 20th century, the
usage of the term "Friend of Dorothy" also evolved. In the 1960s and 1970s, the LGBTQ+ rights
movement gained momentum, leading to greater visibility and acceptance. During this time, the
phrase became more widely recognized within both LGBTQ+ circles and mainstream culture.

The Stonewall Riots of 1969 marked a significant turning point, propelling the fight for LGBTQ+ rights
into the public consciousness. Following this event, phrases like "Friend of Dorothy" were often used
in @ more celebratory context, signifying pride and unity among gay men. The term became
synonymous with a sense of community, and many began to embrace it as a badge of honor.

However, as the LGBTQ+ community diversified, the term faced criticism for being somewhat limiting.
Some argued that it primarily represented the experiences of white gay men, leaving out the voices
of women and people of color. In response, new terms and phrases emerged to encompass a broader
spectrum of identities within the community.

Friend of Dorothy in Popular Culture

The phrase "Friend of Dorothy" has permeated popular culture, appearing in various forms of media,
including television, film, and literature. It has been used in comedic contexts, often as a punchline or
a way to subtly denote someone's sexual orientation.

A few notable instances include:

e The television show "Will & Grace," where the term is often humorously referenced.

¢ Films that feature LGBTQ+ characters or themes sometimes utilize the phrase to create a
connection between characters.

e Literature that explores LGBTQ+ themes frequently invokes the term to evoke a sense of
nostalgia and camaraderie among characters.

These cultural references serve to reinforce the historical significance of the phrase while also
highlighting its adaptability to contemporary discussions surrounding sexuality and identity.

Contemporary Relevance

In recent years, the term "Friend of Dorothy" has experienced a resurgence in discussions about
LGBTQ+ identity. While some may view it as outdated, others embrace it as a nostalgic nod to a time



when coded language was necessary for safety and community. The phrase remains a symbol of
solidarity and acceptance among those who identify with its meaning.

Furthermore, as the LGBTQ+ community continues to advocate for equality and representation, the
importance of language in shaping identity cannot be overstated. New generations are redefining
what it means to belong, often drawing on historical phrases like "Friend of Dorothy" to connect with
their heritage.

In this evolving landscape, the phrase serves as a reminder of the struggles and triumphs faced by
the LGBTQ+ community. It encourages individuals to reflect on the past while looking forward to a
more inclusive future, where everyone can feel like a friend—regardless of their sexual orientation.

The history of "Friend of Dorothy" encapsulates a journey of resilience, community, and evolving
identity. As society continues to grow and change, the significance of this phrase will likely endure,
representing both a cherished past and a hopeful future.

Q: What does "Friend of Dorothy" mean?

A: "Friend of Dorothy" is a euphemism that has historically been used to refer to gay men, allowing
them to identify one another in a coded way, particularly during times when open expressions of
homosexuality were not socially acceptable.

Q: How did the term originate?

A: The term originated in the 1950s as a way for gay men to discreetly communicate their sexual
orientation and seek community without facing societal backlash.

Q: What is the connection between the term and "The Wizard
of 0z"?

A: The phrase is connected to the character Dorothy Gale from "The Wizard of Oz," played by Judy
Garland, who became an icon within the LGBTQ+ community, symbolizing hope and acceptance.

Q: How has the term evolved over the years?

A: The term has evolved from a coded language for identification to a more celebratory expression of
community and pride, particularly as LGBTQ+ rights movements gained traction.

Q: Is "Friend of Dorothy" still relevant today?

A: Yes, while some view it as outdated, others embrace it as a nostalgic connection to LGBTQ+
heritage and a symbol of solidarity in contemporary discussions about identity.



Q: Can "Friend of Dorothy" be used in popular culture?

A: Absolutely. The phrase has appeared in various media, including TV shows and films, often used in
humorous contexts or to signify connection among characters.

Q: What does the phrase signify for the LGBTQ+ community?

A: The phrase signifies a sense of belonging, camaraderie, and shared experience among gay men,
reflecting the historical struggles and triumphs faced by the community.

Q: Are there modern equivalents to "Friend of Dorothy"?

A: Yes, modern equivalents may include various terms that reflect the diverse identities within the
LGBTQ+ community, emphasizing inclusivity and representation.

Q: Why is language important in LGBTQ+ identity?

A: Language shapes identity and community bonds. It reflects cultural heritage and can empower
individuals, making it essential for fostering understanding and acceptance.
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