fresno state occupational therapy

fresno state occupational therapy is a vital program designed to prepare students for a rewarding career in
the field of occupational therapy. This article explores the various aspects of the Fresno State Occupational
Therapy program, including its curriculum, admission requirements, career opportunities, and the benefits
of pursuing this path at California State University, Fresno. We will also delve into the importance of
occupational therapy in healthcare and how the program equips students with the necessary skills to thrive
in this profession. By the end of this article, you will have a comprehensive understanding of what Fresno

State offers in occupational therapy and how it can set you on a successful career path.
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Overview of Fresno State’s Occupational Therapy Program

The Fresno State Occupational Therapy program is a Master of Science in Occupational Therapy (MSOT)
that is designed to prepare students for entry-level positions as occupational therapists. This program
emphasizes a holistic approach to patient care, focusing on the physical, mental, and emotional well-being of
individuals. The curriculum is rooted in evidence-based practice, ensuring that students are well-versed in

the latest research and therapeutic techniques.

Accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE), the Fresno State
program adheres to rigorous educational standards. This accreditation ensures that graduates are eligible to

sit for the national certification examination for occupational therapists, a crucial step in securing



employment in the field.

Curriculum Structure and Course Offerings

The curriculum of the Fresno State Occupational Therapy program is comprehensive, encompassing a wide
range of topics essential for effective practice. The course structure typically includes foundational courses,
clinical practice, and specialized electives. This diverse curriculum prepares students to address various

patient needs across different settings.

Core Courses

Core courses in the program cover essential topics such as:

Human Anatomy and Physiology

Occupational Therapy Theory and Practice

Research Methods in Occupational Therapy

Clinical Assessment Techniques

Therapeutic Approaches in Occupational Therapy

These courses provide students with a solid foundation in both the theoretical and practical aspects of
occupational therapy. Students gain hands-on experience through clinical placements, which are integral to

their training.

Elective Courses and Specializations

In addition to core courses, students have the opportunity to choose elective courses that align with their

interests and career goals. Specializations may include:

e Pediatrics



¢ Geriatrics
e Neurology

e Rehabilitation Science

These electives allow students to tailor their education and gain expertise in specific areas of occupational

therapy, enhancing their employability upon graduation.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

To apply for the Fresno State Occupational Therapy program, prospective students must meet specific
admission requirements. The program seeks candidates who demonstrate a strong academic background and

a commitment to the field of occupational therapy.

Prerequisites

Applicants typically need to complete the following prerequisites:

¢ A bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution
e Specific coursework in psychology, anatomy, and biology

¢ A minimum GPA requirement, often around 3.0

Additionally, students may be required to complete volunteer or work experience in an occupational

therapy setting, which helps validate their interest in the profession.

Application Process

The application process for the Fresno State Occupational Therapy program generally involves the

following steps:



1. Submit an online application through the Fresno State graduate admissions portal.
2. Provide official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended.
3. Submit letters of recommendation from professionals in the field.

4. Complete a personal statement outlining the applicant’s motivations and career goals.

It is crucial for applicants to pay close attention to deadlines and ensure that all required documents are

submitted in a timely manner.

Career Opportunities for Graduates



