free quilt patterns using jelly rolls

Free quilt patterns using jelly rolls offer an exciting and accessible way for quilters of all skill levels to
create beautiful quilts without breaking the bank. Jelly rolls, which are pre-cut bundles of fabric strips
measuring 2.5 inches wide, are a favorite among quilters because they save time and reduce fabric waste.
In this article, we will explore various free quilt patterns that utilize jelly rolls, tips for working with

them, and additional resources to enhance your quilting experience.

Understanding Jelly Rolls

Before diving into the quilt patterns, it’s important to understand what jelly rolls are and why they are so

popular among quilters.

What is a Jelly Roll?

A jelly roll consists of 40 to 42 strips of fabric, usually from a single designer collection or fabric line,
allowing for coordinated colors and patterns. The strips are rolled up and packaged, making them easy to

store and transport.

Advantages of Using Jelly Rolls

Using jelly rolls in quilting comes with several benefits:
¢ Time-Saving: Pre-cut strips eliminate the need for cutting fabric, allowing quilters to get started on
their projects immediately.
¢ Less Waste: Jelly rolls are designed to maximize fabric usage, resulting in minimal scraps.

¢ Coordinated Fabrics: Jelly rolls feature fabrics that complement each other, which simplifies the

design process.

e Versatility: The strips can be used in various quilt patterns, making them suitable for different styles.



Free Quilt Patterns Using Jelly Rolls

Now that you understand the advantages of jelly rolls, let’s explore some free quilt patterns that make the
most of these fabric bundles.

1. Jelly Roll Race Quilt

The Jelly Roll Race Quilt is a popular beginner project that can be completed in a day.

¢ Materials Needed: One jelly roll, thread, rotary cutter, and quilting ruler.

e Instructions:
1. Unroll the jelly roll and sew all the strips together end to end.
2. Fold the long strip in half, right sides together, and sew along the long edge.

3. Cut the folded strip into segments, then open and sew these segments together to create your
quilt top.

This pattern allows for a variety of layouts, and you can easily adjust the size by adding or removing strips.

2. Jelly Roll Quilt with Squares

This pattern combines jelly roll strips with squares to create a modern look.

e Materials Needed: One jelly roll, additional fabric for squares, batting, and backing fabric.

e Instructions:
1. Cut squares from the additional fabric (e.g., 5 inches for each square).

2. Arrange the jelly roll strips and squares in a layout you find appealing.



3. Sew the strips and squares together in rows, then assemble the rows to create the quilt top.

This pattern is flexible and can be adapted to any fabric style.

3. Simple Jelly Roll Quilt

For a more intricate design, consider a simple jelly roll quilt pattern.

e Materials Needed: One jelly roll, batting, backing fabric, and thread.
e Instructions:
1. Choose a contrasting fabric for the quilt's borders.
2. Cut the jelly roll strips into shorter lengths (e.g., 10 inches).
3. Arrange the strips in a staggered pattern, then sew them together.

4. Add borders to frame the quilt.

This pattern works well for showcasing a jelly roll’s unique colors and designs.

Tips for Working with Jelly Roll Patterns

‘While jelly rolls are user-friendly, here are some tips to ensure a smooth quilting experience:

1. Press Your Fabric

Always press your jelly roll strips before sewing. This helps eliminate wrinkles and ensures accurate

seams.



2. Use a Good Quality Rotary Cutter

A sharp rotary cutter makes it easier to cut fabric cleanly, resulting in better-fitting pieces.

3. Keep Your Seams Consistent

Use a quarter-inch seam allowance to maintain uniformity throughout your quilt, which is crucial for a
polished look.

4. Experiment with Layouts

Don’t hesitate to play with different layouts before committing to a final design. This experimentation can

lead to unique and personalized quilts.

Additional Resources for Quilt Patterns

If you're looking for more inspiration for free quilt patterns using jelly rolls, consider the following

resources:

1. Online Quilt Communities

Joining online quilting forums and social media groups can provide access to a wealth of free patterns and

tips from experienced quilters.

2. Quilt Blogs and Websites

Many quilting bloggers offer free patterns and tutorials. Websites like Craftsy, Moda Fabrics, and Quilting
Daily often feature free patterns specifically for jelly rolls.

3. YouTube Tutorials

Video tutorials can be incredibly helpful for visual learners. Search for jelly roll quilt patterns on YouTube



to find step-by-step instructions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, free quilt patterns using jelly rolls are a fantastic way to create beautiful quilts while saving
time and money. With a variety of patterns available, there’s something for everyone, from beginners to
advanced quilters. By utilizing jelly rolls, you can enjoy the benefits of coordinated fabrics and reduced
waste, all while unleashing your creativity. So gather your jelly rolls, pick a pattern, and start quilting

today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are jelly rolls in quilting?

Jelly rolls are pre-cut fabric bundles that typically contain 40 strips of fabric, each measuring 2.5 inches by

42 inches, and are often used for quilt projects.

Where can I find free quilt patterns using jelly rolls?

Free quilt patterns using jelly rolls can be found on quilting blogs, fabric manufacturer websites, and
quilting community forums. Websites like Moda Fabrics and AllPeopleQuilt often offer downloadable

patterns.

What are some beginner-friendly quilt patterns using jelly rolls?

Beginner-friendly quilt patterns include simple designs like the Jelly Roll Race, Strip Quilt, and the Rail

Fence Quilt, which require minimal cutting and sewing.

How many jelly rolls do I need for a quilt?

The number of jelly rolls needed depends on the quilt size and pattern; typically, one jelly roll is sufficient

for a lap-sized quilt, while larger quilts may require two or more.

Can I use jelly roll strips for other quilting techniques?

Yes, jelly roll strips can be used for various quilting techniques, including patchwork, appliqué, and as

borders or bindings in quilts.



What is the best way to store jelly rolls?

The best way to store jelly rolls is to keep them in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight. You can

leave them in their original packaging or wrap them in plastic to prevent dust accumulation.

Are there any tips for sewing with jelly rolls?

When sewing with jelly rolls, it’s helpful to use a quarter-inch seam allowance, press seams to reduce bulk,

and plan your layout before cutting to ensure a balanced design.
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