FREE METHODIST CHURCH HISTORY

FRee MeETHODIST CHURCH HISTORY IS A FASCINATING NARRATIVE THAT REFLECTS THE BROADER MOVEMENTS WITHIN AMERICAN
PROTESTANTISM IN THE 19TH CENTURY. FOUNDED AS A RESPONSE TO SOCIAL INJUSTICES AND THE RIGID FORMALISM OF
ESTABLISHED DENOMINATIONS, THE Free MeTHODIST CHURCH EMERGED FROM A DESIRE FOR A MORE EQUITABLE AND SPIRITUALLY
VIBRANT EXPRESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, DEVELOPMENT, AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FRrEeE
MeTHODIST CHURCH THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY.

ORIGINS OF THE FREe MeTHODIST CHURCH

THE FRee METHODIST CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1860 BY A GROUP OF BELIEVERS WHO WERE DISCONTENTED WITH THE
PREVAILING PRACTICES OF THE METHODIST EPIScoPAL CHURCH. THE FOUNDERS WERE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT ISSUES
SUCH AS:

® THE EXCLUSION OF THE POOR FROM CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AND LEADERSHIP.

® THE INCREASING FORMALISM AND RITUALISM WITHIN THE CHURCH.

® THE LACK OF SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT AND ADVOCACY FOR THE MARGINALIZED.

THE MOVEMENT WAS INITIATED BY PROMINENT LEADERS SUCH AS BENJAMIN TITUS ROBERTS/ WHO WAS A PASSIONATE
ADVOCATE FOR HOLINESS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. ROBERTS AND HIS FOLLOWERS SOUGHT TO CREATE A CHURCH THAT NOT ONLY
EMPHASIZED PERSONAL HOLINESS BUT ALSO ENGAGED ACTIVELY IN SOCIAL ISSUES, PARTICULARLY THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY
AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF \WOMEN.

THe NAME “Free MeTHoDIST”

THe TErRM “FREE” IN FREE METHODIST DENOTES THE CHURCH'S COMMITMENT TO FREEDOM FROM THE CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED BY
WEALTH AND SOCIAL STATUS. THE FOUNDERS WANTED TO ENSURE THAT ANYONE, REGARDLESS OF THEIR FINANCIAL STANDING,
COULD PARTICIPATE FULLY IN CHURCH LIFE. THEREFORE, THEY ADOPTED A POLICY OF NOT CHARGING PEW RENTS, WHICH HAD
BECOME COMMONPLACE IN MANY CHURCHES OF THE TIME.

Key DOCTRINES AND BELIEFS

THe FrRee MeTHODIST CHURCH ADHERES TO CORE BELIEFS ROOTED IN WESLEYAN THEOLOGY, WHICH EMPHASIZES THE
FOLLOWING:
1. HoLINESS: THE PURSUIT OF A LIFE FREE FROM SIN, EMPOWERED BY THE HoLy SPIRIT.

2. GRACE: SALVATION IS AVAILABLE TO ALL THROUGH Gob’s GRACE, AND IT IS NOT LIMITED BY SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC
STATUS.

3. SOCIALJUSTICEZ A COMMITMENT TO ADDRESSING SOCIAL INEQUALITIES AND INJUSTICES.

4. COMMUNITY: THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNAL SUPPORT.



THESE DOCTRINES ARE ENCAPSULATED IN THE CHURCH'S MISSION TO PROMOTE A LIFE OF HOLINESS WHILE ACTIVELY ENGAGING IN
SOCIAL REFORM.

EARLY GROWTH AND EXPANSION

THE FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH EXPERIENCED RAPID GROWTH IN ITS EARLY YEARS, PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTHERN UNITED
STATES. THE CHURCH'S EMPHASIS ON INCLUSIVITY ATTRACTED MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO FELT ALIENATED BY MORE ESTABLISHED
DENOMINATIONS.

GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD

By THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, FREE METHODIST CONGREGATIONS BEGAN TO SPRING UP ACROSS THE MIDWEST AND INTO THE
WESTERN TERRITORIES. KEY FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THIS EXPANSION INCLUDED:
® THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO TRAIN PASTORS AND LAY LEADERS.

® THE ORGANIZATION OF CAMP MEETINGS THAT SERVED AS BOTH SPIRITUAL RENEWAL EVENTS AND RECRUITMENT
OPPORTUNITIES.

e THE CHURCH'S INVOLVEMENT IN VARIOUS SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, INCLUDING ABOLITION, WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE, AND
TEMPERANCE.

BY THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, THE Free MeTHODIST CHURCH HAD ESTABLISHED A SIGNIFICANT PRESENCE, WITH THOUSANDS OF
MEMBERS AND NUMEROUS CONGREGATIONS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

SociAL ADVOCACY AND MISSIONS

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH HAS MAINTAINED A STRONG COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
MISSION WORK. THIS COMMITMENT IS EVIDENT IN SEVERAL KEY INITIATIVES:

EbucATIONAL EFFORTS

THE CHURCH PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN PROMOTING EDUCATION, PARTICULARLY FOR MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES. FRrEeE
METHODIST LEADERS ESTABLISHED SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, WHICH FOCUSED ON PROVIDING QUALITY EDUCATION REGARDLESS
OF A STUDENT’S SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUND.

Missions AND GLoBAL OUTREACH

IN THE 20TH CENTURY, THE Free METHODIST CHURCH EXPANDED ITS MISSION WORK INTERNATIONALLY. MISSIONARIES WERE
SENT TO VARIOUS COUNTRIES, INCLUDING:

® [NDIA

o HAITI



o CHINA

® AFRICA

THESE EFFORTS AIMED TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL AND ADDRESS LOCAL SOCIAL ISSUES, SUCH AS POVERTY, HEALTH CARE, AND
EDUCATION.

THE 20TH CeNTURY: CHALLENGES AND CHANGES

THE FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH FACED VARIOUS CHALLENGES IN THE 20TH CENTURY, INCLUDING THEOLOGICAL DISPUTES AND
CHANGES IN CULTURAL DYNAMICS.

THeoLoGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

AS THE CHURCH GREW , DIFFERING INTERPRETATIONS OF HOLINESS AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT EMERGED. SOME MEMBERS
ADVOCATED FOR A MORE PROGRESSIVE STANCE ON SOCIAL ISSUES, WHILE OTHERS PREFERRED A MORE TRADITIONAL APPROACH.
THESE INTERNAL DEBATES INFLUENCED THE CHURCH'S DIRECTION AND OUTREACH STRATEGIES.

RespoNseE To CULTURAL SHIFTS

THE LATTER HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY SAW SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL SHIFTS, INCLUDING THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, THE
WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, AND CHANGING ATTITUDES TOWARDS SEXUALITY. THE FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH SOUGHT TO
NAVIGATE THESE CHANGES WHILE REMAINING TRUE TO ITS MISSION. THE CHURCH AFFIRMED ITS COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE
AND INCLUSIVITY, STRIVING TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES WHILE MAINTAINING ITS HISTORICAL FOCUS ON HOLINESS.

ReECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND CURRENT STATUS

IN RECENT YEARS, THE FRee METHODIST CHURCH HAS CONTINUED TO GROW AND ADAPT TO MODERN CHALLENGES. THE CHURCH
EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND GLOBAL MISSIONS.

CURRENT INITIATIVES

TODAY, THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH IS INVOLVED IN VARIOUS INITIATIVES AIMED AT ADDRESSING PRESSING SOCIAL ISSUES:
o COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: ENGAGING IN LOCAL COMMUNITY PROJECTS TO ALLEVIATE POVERTY AND PROMOTE SOCIAL
\WELFARE.
e GLOBAL EDUCATION: SUPPORTING EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES IN UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES.

® ADVOCACY: TAKING A STAND ON ISSUES SUCH AS HUMAN TRAFFICKING, ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, AND RACIAL
JUSTICE.

As oF NOW, THE FRee METHODIST CHURCH HAS CONGREGATIONS IN MULTIPLE COUNTRIES, CONTINUING TO UPHOLD ITS
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF EQUALITY, HOLINESS, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.



CoNcCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH IS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING POWER OF FAITH AS A CATALYST FOR
SOCIAL CHANGE AND COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS IN THE 19TH CENTURY TO ITS PRESENT GLOBAL
OUTREACH, THE CHURCH HAS REMAINED COMMITTED TO ITS CORE VALUES OF INCLUSIVITY, HOLINESS, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. As
IT CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE FRee MeETHODIST CHURCH REMAINS A VIBRANT AND ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE ONGOING
DIALOGUE ABOUT FAITH, SOCIETY, AND JUSTICE, EMBODYING THE SPIRIT OF ITS FOUNDERS AND ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN REASONS FOR THE FOUNDING OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH?

THe Free MeTHoDIST CHURCH WAS FOUNDED IN 1860 PRIMARILY IN RESPONSE TO ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE, INCLUDING THE
OPPOSITION TO SLAVERY, AND A DESIRE FOR A MORE SPIRIT-LED, EGALITARIAN APPROACH TO WORSHIP AND CHURCH
GOVERNANCE.

\WHO WAS THE KEY FIGURE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH?

B. T. ROBERTS, A METHODIST MINISTER, WAS THE KEY FIGURE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH. HE
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF HOLINESS AND SOCIAL REFORM.

How pib THE FRee METHODIST CHURCH DIFFER FROM THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH?

THe FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH DIFFERED FROM THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH BY ADVOCATING FOR A MORE INCLUSIVE
APPROACH TO WORSHIP, OPPOSITION TO PEW RENTALS, AND A COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL ISSUES LIKE ABOLITION AND WOMEN'S
RIGHTS.

WHAT ROLE DID THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH PLAY IN THE ABOLITION MOVEMENT?

THE FRee MeTHODIST CHURCH PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE ABOLITION MOVEMENT BY ACTIVELY OPPOSING SLAVERY AND
ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS/ REFLECTING ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH?

KeYy THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH INCLUDE THE EMPHASIS ON ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION, THE AUTHORITY
OF SCRIPTUREI AND THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A HOLY LIFE THROUGH THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

How HAS THE FRee METHODIST CHURCH EVOLVED SINCE ITS INCEPTION?

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE FRee MeETHODIST CHURCH HAS EVOLVED BY EXPANDING ITS MISSION GLOBALLY, ADDRESSING
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES, AND ADAPTING ITS WORSHIP PRACTICES WHILE MAINTAINING ITS CORE BELIEFS IN HOLINESS AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE.
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