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Free Idaho Travel Guide: Discover the Gem State

Idaho, known as the Gem State, offers a rich tapestry of natural beauty, outdoor
adventures, and cultural experiences. Whether you’re a seasoned traveler or planning your
first trip, our free Idaho travel guide will help you navigate this stunning state with ease.
From breathtaking landscapes to charming towns, this guide will provide you with all the
essential information you need to make the most of your visit.

Why Visit Idaho?

Idaho is often overshadowed by its more famous neighbors, but it boasts unique attractions
that make it a must-visit destination. Here are some compelling reasons to plan your trip:

Stunning Natural Landscapes: From the rugged mountains and pristine lakes to
sprawling forests and scenic rivers, Idaho's natural beauty is unparalleled.

Outdoor Adventures: Outdoor enthusiasts will find a playground of activities,
including hiking, skiing, fishing, camping, and white-water rafting.

Rich History and Culture: Explore the state's Native American heritage, historic
landmarks, and vibrant arts scene.

Delicious Local Cuisine: Sample farm-to-table dining, local breweries, and Idaho's
famous potatoes.

Getting to Idaho

Idaho is accessible by air, car, and train, making it convenient for travelers from various
locations.

By Air

The primary airport is Boise Airport (BOI), which connects to major cities across the U.S.
Other regional airports include:

Idaho Falls Regional Airport (IDA)

Coeur d’Alene Airport (COD)



Pocatello Regional Airport (PIH)

By Car

Idaho is well-connected via interstate highways. Major routes include:

Interstate 15 (I-15): Runs north-south through the eastern part of the state.

Interstate 84 (I-84): Connects the western and southern regions, leading to Boise.

U.S. Route 95: A scenic highway running north-south, perfect for experiencing Idaho's
small towns.

By Train

Amtrak serves Idaho with routes that connect to major western cities. The Amtrak Empire
Builder and the Amtrak Coast Starlight are popular options.

Top Destinations in Idaho

This state is packed with incredible places to explore. Here are some must-visit
destinations:

Boise

As the capital city, Boise offers a mix of urban culture and outdoor activities. Key
attractions include:

The Boise River Greenbelt: A scenic pathway perfect for walking, biking, and enjoying
nature.

Idaho State Capitol: A beautiful historic building open for tours.

Old Idaho Penitentiary: Explore the history of this once-operational prison.



Coeur d’Alene

Known for its stunning lake, Coeur d’Alene is a popular summer destination. Activities
include:

Lake Coeur d’Alene: Enjoy boating, swimming, or relaxing on the beach.

Coeur d'Alene Resort: Famous for its floating golf course.

Hiking in the surrounding mountains: Trails offer breathtaking views and wildlife
sightings.

Sun Valley

A renowned ski resort, Sun Valley is also a fantastic summer destination. Visitors can enjoy:

Winter Sports: Skiing, snowboarding, and snowshoeing during the winter months.

Summer Hiking: Trails such as Bald Mountain and the scenic Wood River Valley.

Art and Culture: Attend the Sun Valley Film Festival or visit local galleries.

Outdoor Activities

Idaho is an outdoor lover's paradise, with countless activities for every season.

Hiking

With diverse landscapes, Idaho boasts trails for all skill levels. Popular hiking destinations
include:

Shoshone Falls: Known as the "Niagara of the West," this stunning waterfall is a must-
see.

Sawtooth Wilderness: Offers over 700 miles of hiking trails amidst breathtaking
scenery.

Table Rock: A short hike with rewarding views of Boise and the surrounding area.



Fishing

Idaho is home to numerous rivers, lakes, and streams teeming with fish. Top fishing spots
include:

The Snake River: Known for its diverse fish species, including trout and bass.

Henry’s Fork: Famous for its fly fishing opportunities.

Lake Pend Oreille: Idaho’s largest lake, perfect for fishing and boating.

Skiing and Snowboarding

In winter, Idaho transforms into a winter wonderland. Popular ski resorts include:

Sun Valley Resort: Offers world-class skiing and snowboarding options.

Schweitzer Mountain Resort: Known for its stunning views and diverse terrain.

Brundage Mountain: Offers excellent snow conditions and less crowded slopes.

Where to Stay

Accommodations in Idaho range from luxurious resorts to charming bed-and-breakfasts.
Here are some recommendations:

Hotels and Resorts

Boise Riverside Hotel: Offers beautiful river views and easy access to the Boise River
Greenbelt.

Sun Valley Lodge: A historic resort offering a blend of luxury and outdoor activities.

Coeur d’Alene Resort: Features stunning accommodations and lakeside dining.



Camping

For those who prefer the great outdoors, Idaho has numerous campgrounds:

Redfish Lake Campground: Located in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.

Hells Canyon Campground: Offers stunning views of the deepest canyon in North
America.

Lucky Peak State Park: Convenient camping near Boise with lake access.

Local Cuisine

Idaho's culinary scene is diverse and delicious, heavily influenced by local agriculture. Don’t
miss these culinary experiences:

Must-Try Dishes

Idaho Potatoes: Sample baked potatoes, fries, or potato salad.

Huckleberries: Try huckleberry jam, pie, or ice cream.

Local Craft Beer: Visit local breweries in Boise and Coeur d’Alene.

Restaurants to Visit

The Basque Market (Boise): A unique dining experience with Spanish-inspired dishes.

Capone's Pub and Grill (Coeur d'Alene): Known for its local craft beer selection and
hearty meals.

Sun Valley Brewery (Sun Valley): Offers locally brewed beers and delicious pub food.



Conclusion

This free Idaho travel guide has provided you with a glimpse into the incredible experiences
awaiting you in the Gem State. With its stunning landscapes, rich culture, and endless
outdoor adventures, Idaho is a destination that promises to leave a lasting impression.
Whether you're hiking in the Sawtooth Wilderness or savoring local cuisine in Boise, your
journey through Idaho will be filled with unforgettable memories. Start planning your
adventure today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the free Idaho travel guide?
The free Idaho travel guide typically includes information on popular attractions, outdoor
activities, local dining options, accommodations, maps, and seasonal events throughout the
state.

How can I obtain a free Idaho travel guide?
You can obtain a free Idaho travel guide by visiting the official Idaho tourism website, where
you can request a physical copy to be mailed to you or download a digital version.

Is the free Idaho travel guide updated regularly?
Yes, the free Idaho travel guide is updated regularly to reflect the latest attractions, events,
and travel information to ensure visitors have the most current details.

Are there any digital resources available in the Idaho
travel guide?
Yes, the Idaho travel guide often includes digital resources such as links to websites for
booking accommodations, accessing maps, and finding additional travel tips and itineraries.

Can I find information on outdoor activities in the free
Idaho travel guide?
Absolutely! The free Idaho travel guide provides extensive information on outdoor activities
such as hiking, fishing, skiing, and camping, making it a great resource for adventure
enthusiasts.

Does the Idaho travel guide feature local events and
festivals?
Yes, the Idaho travel guide includes information about local events and festivals happening
throughout the year, helping travelers plan their visits to coincide with unique cultural



experiences.
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