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Frances Hodgson Burnett's Little Lord Fauntleroy is a classic children's novel that has
captivated readers since its publication in the late 19th century. Written by the acclaimed author
Frances Hodgson Burnett, known for her ability to weave heartwarming stories with deep moral
lessons, "Little Lord Fauntleroy" was first published in 1885 and has since become a staple in
children’s literature. The novel's enduring popularity can be attributed to its rich characters, poignant
themes, and the intricate plot that revolves around love, loyalty, and the transformative power of
kindness.

Overview of the Story

"Little Lord Fauntleroy" follows the life of Cedric Errol, a young boy living in New York City in the late
1800s. Cedric is the son of an American woman, who was once married to a nobleman from England,
the Earl of Dorincourt. When Cedric’s father dies, he unexpectedly inherits the title of Earl, thrusting
him into a world of aristocracy and privilege that he has never known.

The story begins with Cedric living a humble life with his mother, whom he adores. Their modest
lifestyle is characterized by love, kindness, and a strong sense of morality. However, everything
changes when Cedric is summoned to England to meet his grandfather, the Earl. The Earl is a
cantankerous and traditional man who has little patience for the modern values that Cedric embodies.

Key Characters

The novel features a cast of memorable characters, each contributing to the overarching themes of
the story.

Cedric Errol
- The protagonist of the story, Cedric is a kind-hearted and generous boy.
- His innocence and charm endear him to everyone he meets.
- Cedric embodies the ideal qualities of a noble leader, showcasing compassion and respect for
others.

The Earl of Dorincourt
- Cedric's grandfather, who initially appears stern and unyielding.
- He undergoes significant character development throughout the story as he learns to appreciate
Cedric's values.
- His transformation symbolizes the potential for change and redemption.



Mrs. Errol
- Cedric's devoted mother, who raises him with strong moral principles.
- She represents the strength of maternal love and the importance of nurturing a child's character.
- Her background and her relationship with the Earl add depth to the story's exploration of class and
privilege.

Other Characters
- Dick: Cedric's friend who represents the working-class perspective.
- Mr. Havisham: The family lawyer who is instrumental in guiding Cedric through his new
responsibilities.
- The Earl's servants: Various supporting characters that contribute to the setting and the class
dynamics of the story.

Themes and Motifs

"Little Lord Fauntleroy" is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Some of the most
prominent themes include:

Social Class and Nobility
- The novel explores the contrast between the aristocracy and the working class.
- Cedric’s genuine kindness challenges the traditional notions of nobility, suggesting that true worth is
determined by character rather than social status.

The Power of Childhood Innocence
- Cedric’s innocence serves as a powerful force that influences the adults around him.
- His ability to see the good in people allows him to break down barriers and foster understanding
among characters from different backgrounds.

Transformation and Redemption
- The transformation of the Earl from a strict, unfeeling patriarch to a loving grandfather illustrates the
potential for personal growth.
- The novel emphasizes that it is never too late to change and embrace love and compassion.

Family and Love
- The bond between Cedric and his mother serves as the emotional core of the story.
- The importance of love, loyalty, and familial connections is highlighted throughout the narrative.



Literary Style and Structure

Frances Hodgson Burnett employs a straightforward and engaging narrative style that appeals to both
children and adults. The writing is characterized by:

- Descriptive Language: Burnett's use of vivid imagery brings the settings and characters to life,
allowing readers to immerse themselves in Cedric's world.
- Dialogue: The dialogue captures the essence of each character, revealing their personalities and
motivations effectively.
- Moral Lessons: The story is infused with moral teachings that resonate with readers, making it both
entertaining and instructive.

The structure of the novel is organized into chapters that follow Cedric's journey, allowing for a
gradual build-up of tension and character development. This pacing keeps readers engaged and
eager to see how Cedric will navigate his new life.

Impact and Legacy

"Little Lord Fauntleroy" has had a lasting impact on literature and popular culture. It has inspired
numerous adaptations, including films, stage plays, and even a musical. Some key points regarding
its legacy include:

- Cultural Adaptations: The story has been adapted into various media, from silent films in the early
20th century to modern cinematic interpretations.
- Influence on Literature: Burnett's exploration of childhood and social themes has influenced
countless authors and remains relevant in discussions of class and morality.
- Enduring Popularity: The novel continues to be a popular choice for children's literature, often
included in school curriculums and reading lists.

Conclusion

Frances Hodgson Burnett's "Little Lord Fauntleroy" remains a timeless classic that transcends
generations. Its heartfelt story, rich characterizations, and profound themes resonate with readers,
making it a beloved work in children’s literature. Through Cedric Errol’s journey, Burnett masterfully
conveys the importance of kindness, love, and the belief that true nobility comes from within. As new
generations of readers discover Cedric's adventures, the novel’s message of compassion and
understanding continues to inspire and uplift, securing its place in the literary canon for years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy'?
The main theme of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' is the contrast between wealth and kindness, showcasing
how true nobility is characterized by one's character and compassion rather than their social status.

Who is the protagonist of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy'?
The protagonist of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' is Cedric Errol, a young boy who is kind-hearted and
embodies the virtues of love, generosity, and loyalty.

How does Cedric Errol come into his title as Lord Fauntleroy?
Cedric Errol inherits the title of Lord Fauntleroy after the death of his father, who was the previous
Lord Fauntleroy, making him the heir to the title and the family estate in England.

What role does the character of the Earl play in the story?
The Earl, Cedric's grandfather, initially appears stern and unloving but undergoes significant character
development influenced by Cedric's kindness and innocence, ultimately leading to a reconciliation
between them.

What is the significance of Cedric's American upbringing?
Cedric's American upbringing emphasizes his values of equality and kindness, contrasting with the
rigid class structure of British aristocracy, which allows him to challenge societal norms throughout
the story.

What impact did 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' have on children's
literature?
'Little Lord Fauntleroy' had a significant impact on children's literature by popularizing the 'local color'
genre and inspiring a new wave of stories centered around young protagonists with moral integrity
and social consciousness.

What is the setting of 'Little Lord Fauntleroy'?
The story is primarily set in New York City and a grand English estate called Dorincourt, highlighting
the cultural differences between American and British society during the late 19th century.

How does the relationship between Cedric and his mother
influence the story?
Cedric's relationship with his mother, Mrs. Errol, is central to the story as her love and guidance shape
his character, teaching him values of compassion and humility that he carries into his interactions
with others.



What are some key symbols in 'Little Lord Fauntleroy'?
Key symbols in 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' include the Fauntleroy costume, which represents Cedric's new
identity, and the contrasting settings of New York and Dorincourt, symbolizing the clash between
different social values.

How has 'Little Lord Fauntleroy' been adapted in modern
media?
'Little Lord Fauntleroy' has been adapted into various films, television shows, and stage productions,
with each adaptation interpreting the story's themes and characters in ways that resonate with
contemporary audiences.
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