
four square writing template
four square writing template is an innovative and structured approach to writing that helps
students and writers organize their thoughts effectively. This method divides writing into four
distinct squares, each representing a different aspect of the writing process, including main ideas,
details, and supporting information. The four square writing template not only aids in developing
coherent essays and stories but also enhances critical thinking and planning skills. In this article, we
will explore the origins and components of the four square writing template, its benefits for various
writing styles, and practical tips for implementing it in educational settings. We will also provide
examples and address common questions related to this writing strategy.
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Understanding the Four Square Writing Template

The four square writing template is a graphic organizer that simplifies the writing process.
Developed by Judith S. Gould and others, this method provides a clear framework for writers to
follow, making it particularly useful for students who may struggle with organizing their thoughts.
The template is visually appealing and easy to understand, which encourages engagement and
creativity in writing. The four squares represent segments of the writing process, which can be
tailored to fit various writing styles, including narrative, expository, and persuasive writing.

At its core, the four square writing template is designed to break down complex ideas into
manageable parts. Each square serves a specific purpose, allowing writers to focus on one element
of their piece at a time. This method not only aids in clarity and coherence but also promotes a
deeper understanding of the writing process itself.

Components of the Four Square Writing Template

The four square writing template consists of four sections, each designated for a specific part of the
writing process. Understanding these components is crucial for effective utilization of the template.



Square One: The Main Idea

The first square is dedicated to the main idea or thesis statement. Here, writers articulate the
central concept or argument of their piece. This square acts as the foundation for the rest of the
writing, guiding the direction of the piece. It is essential that the main idea is clear and concise, as it
will influence the supporting details that follow.

Square Two: Supporting Details

The second square includes supporting details that reinforce the main idea. These can be facts,
examples, or anecdotes that provide evidence for the central argument. Writers should aim to
include at least three strong supporting details to ensure their main idea is well-supported. This
section encourages critical thinking as writers analyze how their details connect to the main idea.

Square Three: Elaboration

The third square allows for further elaboration on the supporting details. Here, writers can expand
on their points by providing additional information, context, or analysis. This section is crucial for
deepening the reader's understanding and engagement with the material. Writers should consider
answering questions such as “Why is this detail important?” or “How does this relate to the main
idea?”

Square Four: Conclusion or Closing Statement

The final square is reserved for a conclusion or closing statement. This section summarizes the main
points and reiterates the main idea, providing a satisfying closure to the piece. It is crucial that the
conclusion effectively ties back to the main idea and leaves the reader with a lasting impression.

Benefits of Using the Four Square Writing Template

The four square writing template offers numerous benefits for writers, especially students. By
providing a structured framework, it enhances the quality of writing and fosters essential skills.

Improved Organization: The template helps writers organize their thoughts clearly,
preventing confusion and ensuring that all necessary components are included.

Enhanced Clarity: By breaking down ideas into manageable parts, writers can present their
arguments more clearly and effectively.



Encouragement of Critical Thinking: The template prompts writers to analyze and
elaborate on their ideas, fostering deeper engagement with the material.

Versatility: The four square writing template can be adapted for various writing styles,
making it suitable for narrative, expository, and persuasive writing.

Increased Confidence: By providing a clear roadmap, writers may feel more confident in
their writing abilities, which can lead to greater success.

How to Implement the Four Square Writing Template
in the Classroom

Implementing the four square writing template in educational settings can significantly enhance
students’ writing skills. Here are some practical steps for teachers to incorporate this template into
their lesson plans.

Step 1: Introduce the Template

Begin by introducing the four square writing template to students. Explain each square's purpose
and how they work together to create a cohesive piece of writing. Use visual aids, such as a large
poster or digital presentation, to illustrate the template.

Step 2: Model the Process

Demonstrate how to fill out the template using a sample topic. Think aloud as you complete each
square, discussing your thought process and how you choose supporting details and elaboration.
This modeling helps students understand how to apply the template effectively.

Step 3: Practice Together

Engage students in a guided practice session where they can work collaboratively to fill out the
template on a shared topic. Encourage discussion and peer feedback to enhance their understanding
and application of the template.

Step 4: Independent Writing

After practicing together, assign students to complete the four square writing template



independently. Encourage them to choose their own topics and apply the steps learned. This
individual practice reinforces their skills and allows for personal exploration in writing.

Examples of the Four Square Writing Template

To provide clarity on how the four square writing template works, here are a few examples of how it
can be applied to different writing styles:

Example 1: Narrative Writing

In a narrative piece, the main idea could be about a memorable family vacation. The supporting
details might include specific events, such as visiting a theme park, exploring nature, and enjoying
local cuisine. Elaboration would involve detailing the experiences and emotions associated with each
event, while the conclusion would reflect on the overall impact of the vacation.

Example 2: Expository Writing

For an expository piece, the main idea could focus on the importance of recycling. Supporting details
could include statistics on waste reduction, environmental benefits, and community programs. The
elaboration might explain how each detail contributes to a healthier planet, and the conclusion
would summarize the necessity of recycling in everyday life.

Example 3: Persuasive Writing

In a persuasive essay, the main idea could argue for the implementation of school uniforms.
Supporting details could include benefits like reduced peer pressure, improved focus, and enhanced
school spirit. The elaboration would discuss each benefit's significance, while the conclusion would
reinforce the argument for uniforms and call for action.

Common Questions about the Four Square Writing
Template

Q: What age group is the four square writing template suitable
for?
A: The four square writing template is suitable for various age groups, starting from elementary
school students to high school and even adults. Its adaptable nature makes it a valuable tool for any



writer seeking to organize their thoughts.

Q: Can the four square writing template be used for different
writing genres?
A: Yes, the four square writing template is versatile and can be applied to multiple writing genres,
including narrative, expository, descriptive, and persuasive writing. Each genre can utilize the
template's structure to enhance clarity and organization.

Q: How does the four square writing template help with
brainstorming?
A: The four square writing template aids in brainstorming by encouraging writers to think critically
about their main idea and supporting details. It provides a structured approach that helps generate
and organize ideas effectively.

Q: Is the four square writing template effective for ESL
learners?
A: Absolutely. The four square writing template can be particularly beneficial for ESL learners, as it
simplifies the writing process and provides a clear framework that can help them structure their
thoughts and improve their writing skills.

Q: How can teachers assess student writing using the four
square writing template?
A: Teachers can assess student writing by evaluating the completeness and clarity of each square.
They can look for a well-defined main idea, strong supporting details, effective elaboration, and a
cohesive conclusion to gauge overall writing quality.

Q: Can I modify the four square writing template for specific
assignments?
A: Yes, the four square writing template can be modified to suit specific assignments or writing
goals. Teachers and writers can adjust the number of squares or their purposes as needed to better
fit the writing task at hand.

Q: What materials are needed to create a four square writing
template?
A: To create a four square writing template, you need basic materials like paper and writing
instruments. Digital tools and graphic organizer software can also be used for a more modern
approach, allowing for easier editing and sharing among peers.



Q: How long does it take to complete the four square writing
template?
A: The time needed to complete the four square writing template varies depending on the writer's
familiarity with the process and the complexity of the topic. Typically, it can take anywhere from 30
minutes to a few hours, especially if thorough elaboration and detail are included.
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