
fort sill oklahoma basic training
graduation dates
Fort Sill, Oklahoma basic training graduation dates are pivotal for new Army recruits
and their families. Understanding these dates is crucial for planning, especially for those
who wish to attend the ceremony. Fort Sill, located in the southwestern region of
Oklahoma, serves as a key installation in the United States Army, primarily focusing on
field artillery training. This article will provide detailed insights into basic training
graduation dates at Fort Sill, what to expect during the graduation ceremony, and tips for
attending.

Overview of Basic Training at Fort Sill

Fort Sill is known for its rigorous training programs that prepare soldiers for various roles
within the Army. The basic training program lasts approximately 10 weeks, where recruits
undergo physical conditioning, weapons training, and learn essential military skills.

Structure of Basic Training

The basic training program at Fort Sill is divided into several phases, each designed to
enhance the recruits' physical and mental resilience. These phases typically include:

1. Red Phase: The initial phase focuses on discipline, physical fitness, and the
fundamentals of soldiering.
2. White Phase: This phase emphasizes weapons training, tactical maneuvers, and
teamwork.
3. Blue Phase: The final phase prepares recruits for graduation, focusing on advanced
skills and ceremonies.

Graduation Dates at Fort Sill

Graduation dates at Fort Sill vary throughout the year, depending on the training cycle
and the number of recruits. Typically, there are multiple graduation ceremonies each
month.

Typical Graduation Schedule

Graduation ceremonies usually occur on Fridays. However, this can fluctuate based on
specific training cycles. The following is a general outline of graduation dates:



- January: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
- February: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
- March: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
- April: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
- May: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
- June: 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
- July: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
- August: 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
- September: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
- October: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
- November: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
- December: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th

Please note that these dates are subject to change based on training schedules and other
factors.

What to Expect at the Graduation Ceremony

Attending the graduation ceremony at Fort Sill is an emotional and significant event for
recruits and their families. Here’s what you can expect:

Arrival and Check-In

- Location: The ceremony typically takes place at the Fort Sill's main parade field or
designated auditorium.
- Check-In: Attendees should arrive early to allow time for check-in and security clearance.

Duration of the Ceremony

The ceremony lasts approximately one hour, featuring various military traditions,
speeches, and the presentation of certificates.

Family Participation

- Seating: Families are usually given reserved seating, ensuring a good view of the
ceremony.
- Photos: There will be opportunities for photos with the graduates after the ceremony, so
plan accordingly.



Planning Your Visit

If you’re planning to attend a graduation ceremony at Fort Sill, here are some tips to make
your visit smooth and enjoyable.

Travel and Accommodation

- Travel: Fort Sill is accessible by car and is located near Lawton, Oklahoma. The nearest
airports are Lawton-Fort Sill Regional Airport and Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma
City.
- Accommodation: It’s advisable to book accommodations in advance, as hotels can fill up
quickly during graduation weeks. Popular choices include:
- Local hotels in Lawton
- On-post lodging at Fort Sill (if available)

Local Attractions

While visiting Fort Sill, take the opportunity to explore some local attractions:
- Fort Sill National Historic Landmark and Museum: Offers insights into the history of the
Army and the fort itself.
- Medicine Park: A charming nearby town with unique shops and outdoor activities.
- Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge: Perfect for those who enjoy nature, with hiking trails
and scenic views.

Conclusion

Understanding the Fort Sill, Oklahoma basic training graduation dates is essential
for recruits and their families. By knowing the schedule, preparing for the ceremony, and
planning your visit, you can ensure that this significant milestone is celebrated in the best
possible way. Whether you are a recruit or a family member, the graduation ceremony at
Fort Sill marks the beginning of a soldier's journey in the United States Army and is an
event filled with pride and honor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic training graduation dates for Fort
Sill, Oklahoma in 2023?
The basic training graduation dates for Fort Sill in 2023 vary by cycle, but typically occur
every 10 weeks. You can check the official Fort Sill website or contact the training unit for
specific dates.



How can I find the graduation schedule for my recruit at
Fort Sill?
You can find the graduation schedule by visiting the Fort Sill official website or the Army
Training Center's social media pages. Additionally, you may contact your recruit's unit
directly for the most accurate information.

Are there limitations on attendance for Fort Sill
graduation ceremonies?
Yes, attendance may be limited based on current health guidelines or policies in place at
Fort Sill. It is recommended to check the base's official announcements or contact them
for up-to-date information regarding attendance.

What time do Fort Sill graduation ceremonies usually
start?
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Sill typically start around 9:00 AM, but the exact time may
vary. It's best to confirm with the training unit or the official schedule closer to the date.

What should I expect during a Fort Sill basic training
graduation ceremony?
During a Fort Sill basic training graduation ceremony, you can expect a formal
presentation, speeches from commanding officers, the presentation of awards, and the
opportunity to see your recruit march in formation. It's a proud moment for both recruits
and their families.
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