
fort leonard wood army basic training
graduation dates 2023
Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training graduation dates 2023 are essential for
recruits and their families as they mark the culmination of weeks of rigorous
training and personal growth. Graduation from basic training is not only a
significant milestone in the life of a soldier but also a moment of pride for
family and friends who have supported their journey. This article will
provide comprehensive information about the graduation dates, what to expect
during the ceremony, and tips for families attending the event.

Understanding Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training

Fort Leonard Wood, located in the Missouri Ozarks, is one of the primary
training facilities for the United States Army. It is known for its state-of-
the-art training programs and facilities, specializing in various military
occupational specialties (MOS) such as engineering, military police, and
chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) operations.

The basic training program at Fort Leonard Wood is designed to transform
civilians into soldiers by teaching them the fundamental skills required for
military service. The program typically lasts for 10 weeks, during which
recruits undergo physical training, weapons training, and instruction on
military customs and courtesies.

Graduation Dates for 2023

Graduation from basic training is a significant event, and each cycle
concludes with a ceremony where recruits can officially celebrate their
achievements. For 2023, the graduation dates at Fort Leonard Wood are as
follows:

1. January 6, 2023
2. January 13, 2023
3. January 20, 2023
4. January 27, 2023
5. February 3, 2023
6. February 10, 2023
7. February 17, 2023
8. February 24, 2023
9. March 3, 2023
10. March 10, 2023
11. March 17, 2023
12. March 24, 2023



13. March 31, 2023
14. April 7, 2023
15. April 14, 2023
16. April 21, 2023
17. April 28, 2023
18. May 5, 2023
19. May 12, 2023
20. May 19, 2023
21. May 26, 2023
22. June 2, 2023
23. June 9, 2023
24. June 16, 2023
25. June 23, 2023
26. June 30, 2023
27. July 7, 2023
28. July 14, 2023
29. July 21, 2023
30. July 28, 2023
31. August 4, 2023
32. August 11, 2023
33. August 18, 2023
34. August 25, 2023
35. September 1, 2023
36. September 8, 2023
37. September 15, 2023
38. September 22, 2023
39. September 29, 2023
40. October 6, 2023
41. October 13, 2023
42. October 20, 2023
43. October 27, 2023
44. November 3, 2023
45. November 10, 2023
46. November 17, 2023
47. November 24, 2023
48. December 1, 2023
49. December 8, 2023
50. December 15, 2023
51. December 22, 2023
52. December 29, 2023

These dates are subject to change, so it's essential for recruits and their
families to stay informed through official channels.

What to Expect at Graduation

Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood are designed to honor the hard
work and dedication of the recruits. Here’s what families and friends can
expect:



Schedule of Events

Typically, the graduation day includes the following schedule:

- Arrival and Check-in: Family members and friends should arrive early to
check in at the designated area.
- Rehearsal: Before the formal ceremony, recruits will participate in a
rehearsal to ensure everything goes smoothly.
- Ceremony: The graduation ceremony usually includes speeches from commanding
officers, presentation of awards, and the singing of the Army song.
- Family Time: After the ceremony, families can spend time with their
soldiers, taking photos and celebrating the achievement.

Location of the Ceremony

Graduation ceremonies are typically held at the Fort Leonard Wood's main
parade field or another designated venue on the post. Specific locations will
be communicated to recruits and their families closer to the graduation date.

What to Wear

While there is no strict dress code for attendees, it is advisable to dress
in smart casual attire. Soldiers will be in uniform, and families may want to
reflect the significance of the occasion through their attire.

Tips for Attending Graduation

Attending a graduation ceremony can be an emotional and exciting experience.
Here are some tips to make the day as enjoyable as possible:

1. Plan Ahead:
- Check the graduation schedule and communicate with your soldier about any
specifics.
- Make accommodations if you are traveling from out of town.

2. Arrive Early:
- Arriving early allows time for check-in, parking, and getting a good seat
for the ceremony.

3. Bring Identification:
- Visitors may be required to show identification to enter the base. Be sure
to have valid ID and any necessary documents.

4. Stay Hydrated and Comfortable:



- Graduation ceremonies can last several hours. Bring water and wear
comfortable shoes, as you may be standing for extended periods.

5. Capture the Moment:
- Bring a camera or smartphone to take pictures before, during, and after the
ceremony. These memories will be cherished for a lifetime.

6. Respect Military Protocol:
- Be aware of military customs during the ceremony, such as standing for the
national anthem and other formalities.

Celebrating After Graduation

After the ceremony, many families choose to celebrate their soldier's
accomplishment with a special meal or outing. Here are some ideas for post-
graduation celebrations:

- Family Dinner: Reserve a table at a local restaurant to celebrate with
family and friends.
- Outdoor Activities: Take advantage of the beautiful Missouri landscape and
plan a picnic or outdoor excursion.
- Gift Giving: Consider giving your soldier a meaningful gift, such as
military-themed apparel or personal items for their next phase of training.

Conclusion

The Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training graduation dates 2023 mark an
important milestone not only for the recruits but also for their families and
communities. Attending the graduation ceremony is a way to honor the
sacrifices and achievements of those who serve in the military. By
understanding the schedule, what to expect, and how to prepare, families can
make this day a memorable celebration of hard work and dedication. Whether
you are a proud parent, sibling, or friend, the joy of seeing a loved one
graduate from basic training is an experience that will resonate for years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training
graduation dates for 2023?
The graduation dates for Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training in 2023 vary
by cycle. You can find the specific dates on the official Fort Leonard Wood
website or by contacting the training facility directly.



How can I find my soldier's graduation date from
Fort Leonard Wood?
To find your soldier's graduation date, you can check the Family Readiness
Group (FRG) website or contact the unit's chain of command for the most
accurate information.

Are Fort Leonard Wood graduation ceremonies open to
the public?
Yes, Fort Leonard Wood graduation ceremonies are typically open to the
public, allowing family and friends to attend and support their graduating
soldiers.

What time do the graduation ceremonies usually start
at Fort Leonard Wood?
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood generally start at 10:00 AM, but
it's recommended to arrive early to secure good seating and go through
security.

Is there a live stream option for Fort Leonard Wood
graduations?
Yes, Fort Leonard Wood often provides live streams of graduation ceremonies
on their official social media platforms or website, allowing those unable to
attend in person to watch.

What should I expect at a Fort Leonard Wood
graduation ceremony?
At a Fort Leonard Wood graduation ceremony, you can expect a formal event
with speeches, the presentation of diplomas, and a parade of soldiers,
showcasing their training and accomplishments.

Can family members take pictures during the
graduation ceremony?
Yes, family members are usually allowed to take pictures during the
graduation ceremony, but it's best to check specific guidelines provided by
the base.

What should I wear to a Fort Leonard Wood
graduation?
Attendees are encouraged to dress in smart casual attire for Fort Leonard



Wood graduations, but comfort should also be considered, especially if you
plan to be seated for a while.

How can I celebrate after my soldier's graduation
from Fort Leonard Wood?
After graduation, many families choose to celebrate with a meal at a local
restaurant, host a gathering, or explore attractions near Fort Leonard Wood.

Are there any special events during the graduation
week at Fort Leonard Wood?
Yes, there are often special events and activities planned during graduation
week at Fort Leonard Wood, including family days and tours, so checking the
official schedule is recommended.
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