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Fort Jackson Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023 are significant milestones for many new soldiers
and their families. Each year, thousands of recruits pass through Fort Jackson, South Carolina, as they
undergo basic combat training. This training is essential for preparing soldiers for their future roles in
the United States Army. Graduation ceremonies serve not only as a culmination of their hard work
and dedication but also as an opportunity for families and friends to celebrate the achievements of
their loved ones. This article will provide an in-depth look at the graduation dates for 2023, the
training process, and what to expect during the graduation ceremony.

Overview of Fort Jackson

Fort Jackson, established in 1917, is the largest initial entry training center in the U.S. Army. It serves
as a primary training location for new soldiers and is renowned for its rigorous training programs. The
fort's mission focuses on transforming civilians into competent soldiers who are equipped to handle
the challenges of military service.

The Training Process

The basic training at Fort Jackson is divided into several phases, each designed to develop specific
skills and attributes necessary for military service.

1. Phase 1: Reception
- Duration: 1-2 weeks
- During reception, recruits undergo initial processing, including paperwork, medical evaluations, and
uniform issuance.

2. Phase 2: Basic Combat Training (BCT)
- Duration: 10 weeks
- This phase is where the bulk of the training occurs. Recruits learn fundamental soldiering skills,
including:
- Physical fitness
- Weapons handling and marksmanship
- Tactical movements
- First aid
- Military customs and courtesies

3. Phase 3: Advanced Individual Training (AIT)
- Duration: Varies based on military occupational specialty (MOS)
- After BCT, soldiers may transition to AIT, where they receive specialized training for their chosen
career fields.



Fort Jackson Graduation Dates 2023

The graduation ceremonies at Fort Jackson typically occur every week on Fridays. Here are the
scheduled graduation dates for 2023:

- January:
- 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
- February:
- 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
- March:
- 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
- April:
- 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
- May:
- 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
- June:
- 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
- July:
- 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
- August:
- 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
- September:
- 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
- October:
- 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
- November:
- 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
- December:
- 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd

Attending Graduation

Graduation ceremonies are open to the families and friends of recruits. Attending the ceremony is an
emotional experience, filled with pride and joy. Here are some key points to consider when planning
to attend:

- Location:
The graduation ceremonies are held at the Fort Jackson Graduation Center, which is easily accessible
to visitors.

- Arrival Time:
Guests are encouraged to arrive at least one hour before the ceremony starts to allow time for
parking and security checks.

- Security Measures:
Fort Jackson maintains strict security protocols. Visitors must present valid identification at the
entrance and may be subject to vehicle searches.



- Dress Code:
While there is no formal dress code for guests, it is common for families to dress in semi-formal attire
to honor the occasion.

What to Expect During Graduation

The graduation ceremony is a celebratory event that honors the achievements of the new soldiers.
Here’s what to expect:

1. Ceremony Format:
- The ceremony typically includes a formal presentation of the soldiers, speeches from commanding
officers, and the recitation of the Soldier's Creed.
- Family members will often have the opportunity to pin insignia on their loved ones, symbolizing their
transition from recruits to soldiers.

2. Duration:
- The ceremony usually lasts about an hour, followed by a reception where families can meet and
congratulate the graduates.

3. Post-Graduation Activities:
- After the ceremony, families can spend time with their soldiers. Many graduates will have a few days
of leave before they report to their next assignment or AIT.

Celebrating the Achievement

Graduation is an important milestone, and many families choose to celebrate this achievement in
various ways:

- Family Gatherings:
Organizing a family meal or gathering post-ceremony is a wonderful way to celebrate the recruit's
hard work and dedication.

- Gifts:
Many families opt to give their graduates gifts, such as military-themed items, personal mementos, or
practical items for their upcoming military assignments.

- Photography:
Capturing this momentous occasion through photographs is a great way to preserve memories.
Families often take group photos with their graduates, which can be cherished for years to come.

Conclusion

Fort Jackson Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023 mark a pivotal moment in the lives of many
recruits and their families. The journey through basic training is filled with challenges, growth, and
transformation. As families gather to celebrate the achievements of their loved ones, they also join in



the pride of serving a nation that values dedication, resilience, and commitment to duty. With careful
planning and a spirit of celebration, graduation day can be a memorable event for everyone involved,
setting the stage for new adventures in military service.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Fort Jackson Basic Training graduation dates for
2023?
Fort Jackson Basic Training graduation dates for 2023 are typically scheduled every week, with
specific dates varying by company. It's best to check the official Fort Jackson website or contact the
unit directly for the most accurate schedule.

How can I find out the specific graduation date for my recruit
at Fort Jackson in 2023?
You can find specific graduation dates for your recruit by contacting their drill sergeant or the
company they are assigned to. Additionally, the official Fort Jackson website provides updates and
schedules.

Are there any special events during the Fort Jackson Basic
Training graduation ceremonies in 2023?
Yes, Fort Jackson often includes special events during graduation ceremonies, such as speeches from
commanding officers and opportunities for family members to participate in award presentations.
Details can be found on their official site.

Can family and friends attend the Fort Jackson Basic Training
graduation in 2023?
Yes, family and friends are encouraged to attend Fort Jackson Basic Training graduations in 2023.
However, it is important to check for any specific attendance guidelines or restrictions that may be in
place.

What should I know before attending a Fort Jackson
graduation in 2023?
Before attending a Fort Jackson graduation, it's important to know the schedule, arrive early, follow
any security protocols, and be aware of the weather as some events may be outdoors. Make sure to
bring a valid ID for entry.
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