
forrest gump movie worksheet answer
key

Forrest Gump movie worksheet answer key is an essential tool for educators
and students alike when analyzing the themes, characters, and events in the
iconic film "Forrest Gump." Released in 1994 and directed by Robert Zemeckis,
the film has left a lasting impact on popular culture and continues to be a
subject of study in various educational settings. This article will explore
the film's major themes, character developments, and provide a comprehensive
answer key for a worksheet that can help guide discussions and reflections on
the film.

Overview of "Forrest Gump"

"Forrest Gump" tells the story of a man with a low IQ who witnesses and
unwittingly influences several historical events in the 20th century. The
film is based on the 1986 novel by Winston Groom and features Tom Hanks in
the titular role. Through his journey, Forrest teaches us valuable lessons
about life, love, and perseverance.

Plot Summary

The film follows Forrest from his childhood in Alabama, where he is raised by
a single mother. Despite his mental challenges, Forrest's mother instills in
him the idea that he is no different from anyone else. Key plot points
include:

1. Childhood: Forrest struggles with bullying but finds solace in his
friendship with Jenny, a girl from his neighborhood.
2. Football Career: He earns a scholarship to the University of Alabama and
becomes a college football star.
3. Vietnam War: Forrest serves in the Vietnam War, where he saves several
soldiers, including his friend Bubba.
4. Life After War: After the war, Forrest becomes a successful shrimp boat
captain.
5. Love and Loss: Throughout the film, Forrest's love for Jenny is a
recurring theme, culminating in both joy and heartbreak.

Main Characters

The film features several crucial characters, each contributing to the
story's emotional depth and complexity:

1. Forrest Gump (Tom Hanks): The kind-hearted protagonist whose simple
outlook on life leads him through extraordinary adventures.
2. Jenny Curran (Robin Wright): Forrest's childhood friend and love interest,
who struggles with her own demons.
3. Lieutenant Dan Taylor (Gary Sinise): A soldier who becomes Forrest's
friend and mentor, facing his struggles after losing his legs in the war.
4. Bubba Blue (Mykelti Williamson): Forrest's close friend from the Army who



dreams of running a shrimp business.
5. Mrs. Gump (Sally Field): Forrest's supportive mother, who plays a pivotal
role in shaping his self-worth.

Themes in "Forrest Gump"

The film presents several central themes that resonate deeply with audiences:

1. The Nature of Destiny

"Forrest Gump" explores the idea of destiny through Forrest's life. Despite
his limitations, he finds himself in pivotal moments of history. Key points
include:

- Randomness of Life: The film suggests that life is unpredictable and that
sometimes, events occur without intention or reason.
- Influence on History: Forrest's presence in significant historical events
like the Vietnam War and the Watergate scandal highlights how ordinary
individuals can impact larger narratives.

2. The Power of Love

The relationship between Forrest and Jenny is central to the narrative,
illustrating both the beauty and pain of love:

- Unconditional Love: Forrest's unwavering love for Jenny serves as a
testament to loyalty and devotion.
- Personal Struggles: Jenny's journey through her tumultuous life
demonstrates the struggle to find love and acceptance.

3. Overcoming Adversity

Forrest's life is a testament to resilience and perseverance in the face of
life's challenges:

- Embracing Differences: Forrest's disabilities do not define him; instead,
he embraces his uniqueness and achieves greatness.
- Inspiration: The film encourages viewers to confront their challenges head-
on and remain hopeful.

Forrest Gump Movie Worksheet

A worksheet based on "Forrest Gump" can help students engage with the film's
content in a structured manner. Below is a sample worksheet along with an
answer key for educators.



Sample Questions

1. Describe Forrest's relationship with his mother. How did she influence his
life?
2. What significant historical events does Forrest inadvertently participate
in? List at least three.
3. Analyze the character of Jenny. What are her main struggles throughout the
film?
4. Discuss the theme of destiny as portrayed in the film. Do you believe
Forrest's life was guided by fate or chance?
5. What does Lieutenant Dan represent in the story? How does his character
evolve?
6. Identify a pivotal moment in the film that changes the course of Forrest's
life. Explain its significance.
7. How does the film portray the idea of friendship? Provide examples from
the movie.
8. Reflect on the closing scenes of the film. What message do you think the
filmmakers wanted to convey?

Answer Key

1. Forrest's relationship with his mother: Forrest's mother is a constant
source of support and encouragement. She teaches him to believe in himself
and instills values of kindness and determination. Her influence is crucial
in shaping Forrest's self-esteem and worldview.

2. Significant historical events:
- The Vietnam War
- The Watergate scandal
- The desegregation of the University of Alabama
- The rise of the hippie movement

3. Jenny's struggles: Jenny grapples with her troubled childhood, abusive
relationships, substance abuse, and her search for identity. Her journey
reflects the challenges of finding love and acceptance in a chaotic world.

4. Theme of destiny: The film suggests that Forrest's life is a mix of fate
and chance. While he finds himself in extraordinary situations, his genuine
nature and kindness play a significant role in shaping his path.

5. Lieutenant Dan's representation: Lieutenant Dan symbolizes the struggle of
veterans returning home. Initially angry and lost, he evolves into a
character who embraces life after finding purpose and friendship with
Forrest.

6. Pivotal moment: One pivotal moment is when Forrest decides to run across
the country after Jenny leaves him. This marks a turning point in his life,
leading to personal growth and a deeper understanding of his feelings.

7. Portrayal of friendship: The film showcases various friendships,
particularly between Forrest and Bubba, and Forrest and Lieutenant Dan. These
relationships highlight loyalty, support, and the impact of companionship on
personal journeys.

8. Closing scenes message: The closing scenes convey the importance of hope
and new beginnings. Forrest's loving relationship with his son symbolizes the



continuity of life and the enduring power of love.

Conclusion

The Forrest Gump movie worksheet answer key serves as an invaluable resource
for educators to facilitate discussions surrounding the film's rich themes,
character arcs, and significant historical contexts. By encouraging students
to engage critically with the film, educators can foster a deeper
understanding of its messages and encourage reflective thinking. "Forrest
Gump" remains a timeless classic that not only entertains but also educates,
making it a perfect subject for analysis in any curriculum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the movie 'Forrest
Gump'?

The primary theme is the unpredictability of life and the importance of
perseverance.

How does Forrest Gump's character reflect the concept
of innocence?

Forrest's innocence allows him to navigate complex social situations without
prejudice, showcasing a pure and unfiltered view of the world.

What historical events are depicted in 'Forrest
Gump'?

The film includes significant events like the Vietnam War, the Watergate
scandal, and the Civil Rights Movement.

What role does Jenny play in Forrest's life?

Jenny represents both love and loss; she is Forrest's childhood friend and
love interest, embodying the complexities of relationships.

How does the film portray the concept of destiny?

The film suggests that destiny is shaped by both chance and individual
choices, as shown through Forrest's experiences throughout his life.

What is the significance of the feather in 'Forrest
Gump'?

The feather symbolizes the idea of fate and the randomness of life, as it
floats freely, much like the journey of Forrest.



How does Forrest's mother influence his life
decisions?

Forrest's mother instills in him the values of kindness and determination,
often encouraging him to embrace his unique abilities.

What impact did 'Forrest Gump' have on pop culture?

The film has left a lasting impact, introducing famous quotes, references,
and cultural touchstones that continue to resonate today.

How does technology play a role in the storytelling
of 'Forrest Gump'?

The film uses technology to blend historical footage with the fictional
narrative, creating a unique perspective on real events.

What lessons can be learned from Forrest's journey?

Lessons include the importance of resilience, the value of love and
friendship, and the idea that life is a series of unexpected twists and
turns.
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