
for the life of the world schmemann
for the life of the world schmemann is a profound exploration of the theological and
liturgical dimensions of the Orthodox Christian faith, particularly as articulated by Father
Alexander Schmemann. This concept encapsulates the idea that the Christian life is
inherently sacramental, pointing towards the significance of worship, the Eucharist, and the
relationship between humanity and the world. In this article, we will delve into
Schmemann's insights on liturgy, the Eucharist as the center of Christian life, and the
implications of his theological perspectives for contemporary believers. This comprehensive
examination will provide a detailed understanding of how Schmemann's thought shapes
Orthodox spirituality and its relevance for the life of the world today.
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Theological Foundations of Schmemann's
Thought

Father Alexander Schmemann is recognized as a pivotal figure in modern Orthodox
theology, and his works provide a rich foundation for understanding the relationship
between faith and the world. At the core of Schmemann's theology is the belief that the
Christian faith is not merely a set of doctrines or moral teachings but rather a way of life
centered on the experience of God through liturgical worship. He emphasizes that the world
is a sacrament of God's presence, inviting believers to engage with creation in a
meaningful, transformative manner.

The Concept of Sacramentality

One of Schmemann's fundamental contributions to theology is the concept of
sacramentality. He argues that the sacraments are not isolated events but are deeply
interconnected with the life of the world. For Schmemann, each sacramental act is an
expression of the divine reality that permeates all creation. This underscores the idea that
the material world is not inherently separate from the divine but is infused with meaning



and purpose.

Humanity's Role in Creation

In Schmemann's view, humanity plays a unique role in God's creation. He posits that
humans are called to be co-creators with God, participating in the divine act of creation
through their lives and actions. This perspective emphasizes the dignity and responsibility
of each individual to contribute positively to the world. Schmemann's theology encourages
believers to see their everyday lives as opportunities to manifest God's presence in the
world, reinforcing the idea that spiritual life is not confined to church walls.

The Role of Liturgy in Orthodox Christianity

Liturgy, according to Schmemann, is the heartbeat of Orthodox Christianity. He argues that
liturgical worship is the primary means through which believers encounter God and
experience the fullness of life in Christ. The structure and content of the liturgy reflect the
cosmic significance of worship, linking the church not only to the heavenly realm but also to
the entire created order.

The Structure of the Divine Liturgy

The Divine Liturgy is the central act of worship in Orthodox Christianity, embodying the
principles of sacramentality and community. Schmemann highlights the various
components of the liturgy, including the readings, prayers, hymns, and the Eucharistic
celebration. Each element serves a purpose, drawing the faithful into a deeper relationship
with God and with one another.

The Liturgy as a Foretaste of the Kingdom

Schmemann suggests that the liturgy acts as a foretaste of the Kingdom of God. It is a
space where heaven and earth meet, allowing believers to experience the divine presence
in a tangible way. This understanding of liturgy invites the faithful to approach worship not
merely as a ritual obligation but as an opportunity for genuine encounter with God. In this
context, the liturgy becomes a transformative experience that shapes the life of the church
and its members.

The Eucharist: A Sacramental Encounter

The Eucharist holds a central place in Schmemann's theology, as it is the ultimate



expression of Christ's presence in the world. He posits that the Eucharist is not just a
symbolic act but a profound encounter with the living Christ, who offers Himself for the life
of the world. This sacramental understanding of the Eucharist emphasizes its significance
for individual believers and the church as a whole.


