
follow the rabbit proof fence
follow the rabbit proof fence is a phrase that evokes a significant cultural and historical narrative
in Australia, particularly concerning the experiences of Indigenous Australians during the 20th
century. This article explores the concept of the rabbit-proof fence, its historical context, its
implications for Indigenous rights, and its representation in literature and film. It delves into the
events surrounding the Stolen Generations and how the rabbit-proof fence serves as a powerful
symbol of resilience and resistance. By understanding this journey through the perspectives of those
affected, we gain insight into the broader issues of identity, belonging, and the ongoing impact of
colonization.
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Historical Context of the Rabbit-Proof Fence
The rabbit-proof fence was originally constructed in Western Australia during the early 1900s as a
barrier to prevent rabbits and other agricultural pests from invading farmland. Spanning nearly 3,200
kilometers, it became a notable feature of the Australian landscape. However, beyond its agricultural
purpose, the fence also came to symbolize a broader social and political issue, particularly regarding
the treatment of Aboriginal people. The establishment of the fence coincided with a period of intense
colonization and displacement of Indigenous Australians, leading to significant loss of land and
culture.

The construction of the rabbit-proof fence was part of a larger effort by colonial authorities to control
Indigenous populations and manage land resources. As settlers expanded their agricultural activities,
the implications for Aboriginal communities were profound. The fence not only delineated land
boundaries but also marked the segregation of Indigenous people from their traditional lands, further
entrenching colonial ideologies.

The Stolen Generations
The term "Stolen Generations" refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were



forcibly removed from their families by Australian government policies from approximately 1910 to
1970. This practice was justified under the guise of assimilation, where authorities believed that
Indigenous children should be raised in white society to "improve" their lives. The rabbit-proof fence
serves as a poignant reminder of this dark chapter in Australian history.

The story of three young girls—Doris, Grace, and Molly—who escaped from a settlement and followed
the rabbit-proof fence to return home is a powerful narrative that highlights the resilience of
Indigenous people. These children were taken from their families and placed in a government
institution, where they faced harsh conditions and cultural disconnection. Their journey back home,
guided by the fence, illustrates not only their physical struggle but also their deep emotional and
spiritual connection to their land and heritage.

Symbolism of the Rabbit-Proof Fence
The rabbit-proof fence stands as a multifaceted symbol within the context of Australian history. It
represents both division and connection—a barrier that separated Indigenous peoples from their lands
and a lifeline that guided them back to their roots. The fence embodies the struggle against colonial
oppression and the enduring spirit of Indigenous Australians who sought to reclaim their identity and
heritage.

Moreover, the rabbit-proof fence symbolizes hope and resilience. For many Indigenous Australians,
the act of following the fence was not merely a physical journey; it represented a deeper quest for
belonging, cultural identity, and justice. The fence has become an emblem of resistance against the
historical injustices faced by Indigenous communities, reminding contemporary society of the
importance of acknowledging and addressing these past wrongs.

Representation in Film and Literature
The story of the rabbit-proof fence gained international attention through the 2002 film "Rabbit-Proof
Fence," directed by Phillip Noyce. This film brought the narrative of Molly, Grace, and Daisy to a
broader audience, emphasizing the emotional and cultural significance of their journey. The film's
portrayal of the Stolen Generations' impact resonated with many, highlighting the resilience of
Indigenous people in the face of systemic oppression.

In literature, the rabbit-proof fence has been explored in various works, including memoirs, historical
accounts, and fictional narratives that examine the experiences of Indigenous Australians. These texts
often reflect on themes of loss, identity, and belonging, contributing to a greater understanding of the
cultural legacy of colonization.

Impact on Indigenous Rights Movement
The narrative surrounding the rabbit-proof fence has significantly influenced the Indigenous rights
movement in Australia. By highlighting the injustices faced by the Stolen Generations, advocates
have sought to raise awareness and push for reparative measures. The recognition of the historical
trauma endured by Indigenous Australians has led to calls for apologies, land rights, and greater
recognition of Indigenous sovereignty.

Furthermore, the story of following the rabbit-proof fence has become a rallying point for cultural
revival and education within Indigenous communities. It serves as a reminder of the importance of



preserving languages, traditions, and stories that have been threatened by colonization. Through
education and storytelling, Indigenous Australians continue to assert their identity and rights in
contemporary society.

Conclusion
The phrase "follow the rabbit-proof fence" encapsulates a powerful narrative of resilience, identity,
and justice within the context of Australian history. It serves as a reminder of the struggles faced by
Indigenous Australians, particularly during the era of the Stolen Generations. The rabbit-proof fence,
while initially a physical barrier erected for agricultural purposes, has transformed into a symbol of
hope and resistance against colonial oppression.

As we engage with this narrative through various mediums—be it film, literature, or activism—we are
reminded of the ongoing impact of history on contemporary society. By acknowledging and learning
from the past, we can foster a more inclusive and respectful dialogue about Indigenous rights and
recognition in Australia.

Q: What is the rabbit-proof fence?
A: The rabbit-proof fence is a long barrier constructed in Western Australia during the early 1900s to
prevent rabbits and other pests from invading farmland. Its significance extends beyond agriculture,
as it symbolizes the historical treatment of Indigenous Australians and their struggle for identity and
rights.

Q: What does the term "Stolen Generations" refer to?
A: The Stolen Generations refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were forcibly
removed from their families by Australian government policies from about 1910 to 1970, under the
pretext of assimilation into white society.

Q: How does the rabbit-proof fence symbolize resilience?
A: The rabbit-proof fence symbolizes resilience by representing the journey of Indigenous Australians
who followed it to return home, thus reclaiming their identity and heritage despite the systemic
oppression they faced.

Q: What impact has the rabbit-proof fence had on Indigenous
rights movements?
A: The narrative of the rabbit-proof fence has influenced Indigenous rights movements by raising
awareness of historical injustices, leading to calls for reparations, land rights, and recognition of
Indigenous sovereignty in Australia.



Q: How has the story of the rabbit-proof fence been
represented in popular culture?
A: The story of the rabbit-proof fence has been depicted in the 2002 film "Rabbit-Proof Fence," which
highlights the experiences of three Indigenous girls, as well as in various literary works that explore
themes of identity, loss, and resilience.

Q: Why is the rabbit-proof fence significant to Indigenous
Australians?
A: The rabbit-proof fence is significant to Indigenous Australians as it represents both a physical
journey to reclaim their homes and a broader metaphor for their ongoing struggle against colonialism,
as well as their efforts to preserve their culture and identity.

Q: What lessons can be learned from the story of the rabbit-
proof fence?
A: The story of the rabbit-proof fence teaches us about the importance of acknowledging historical
injustices, the value of cultural identity, and the necessity of advocating for Indigenous rights and
recognition in contemporary society.

Q: In what ways does the rabbit-proof fence relate to
contemporary issues?
A: The rabbit-proof fence relates to contemporary issues by highlighting ongoing discussions about
Indigenous rights, land ownership, and cultural recognition, as well as the need for reconciliation
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.

Q: How can the narrative of following the rabbit-proof fence
contribute to education?
A: The narrative can contribute to education by providing a framework for understanding the
complexities of Australian history, promoting discussions about Indigenous rights, and fostering
respect for diverse cultures and histories.
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