
flygirl by sherri l smith
flygirl by sherri l smith is a captivating and insightful novel that takes readers on an emotional
journey through the life of a young African American girl who aspires to become a pilot during the
1970s. The story, rich with historical context, explores themes of identity, ambition, and resilience. As
the protagonist navigates societal expectations and personal dreams, Sherri L. Smith weaves a
narrative that not only entertains but also educates readers about the challenges faced by women of
color in the aviation field. This article will delve into the key themes, character development, and the
historical significance of "flygirl," providing a comprehensive understanding of the work and its impact
on young readers today.

Overview of "flygirl"

Key Themes in "flygirl"

Character Analysis

Historical Context

Impact on Young Readers

Conclusion

Overview of "flygirl"
"flygirl" by Sherri L. Smith is set in the 1970s and follows the journey of a young girl named Ida Mae
Jones, who dreams of becoming a pilot. The narrative unfolds in a time when racial and gender
barriers were deeply entrenched in society, creating significant obstacles for women of color in
pursuing careers in aviation. Smith's storytelling is both poignant and engaging, drawing readers into
Ida Mae's world as she grapples with her identity and aspirations amidst societal pressures.

The Plot
The plot centers around Ida Mae's determination to fly, despite the numerous challenges she faces.
Growing up in a segregated society, she encounters both overt discrimination and subtle biases that
threaten to derail her dreams. The story highlights her relationships with family and friends, who
provide both support and additional challenges as she strives to achieve her goals. The narrative is
infused with historical details that ground the story in reality, making Ida Mae's experiences relatable
and impactful.

Writing Style and Tone
Sherri L. Smith employs a vivid and descriptive writing style that captures the essence of the 1970s.



Her tone is both reflective and motivational, encouraging young readers to pursue their dreams
regardless of the obstacles they may face. The language is accessible yet rich, appealing to a broad
audience while remaining engaging for younger readers.

Key Themes in "flygirl"
Central to "flygirl" are themes of identity, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams. Through Ida Mae's
journey, Smith explores how societal constraints can impact an individual's self-perception and
aspirations. The narrative is a testament to the strength of the human spirit and the importance of
perseverance.

Identity and Self-Discovery
The theme of identity is prevalent throughout the story as Ida Mae struggles to define herself in a
world that often seeks to categorize her. Her passion for aviation represents not just a career
aspiration but also a quest for self-acceptance and empowerment. As she navigates her personal and
cultural identity, readers witness her growth and self-discovery.

Resilience and Perseverance
Ida Mae’s resilience is another critical theme in the novel. Her journey is fraught with challenges,
including financial constraints, societal expectations, and personal doubts. However, her
determination to succeed in a male-dominated field serves as an inspiring message for readers. Smith
illustrates that perseverance in the face of adversity is essential for achieving one's dreams.

Character Analysis
The characters in "flygirl" are richly developed, each contributing to Ida Mae's journey in unique ways.
Through their interactions, the novel explores various perspectives on race, gender, and ambition.

Ida Mae Jones
Ida Mae is a relatable and dynamic protagonist whose growth throughout the story resonates with
readers. As a young African American girl, she embodies the struggles of many who aspire to break
barriers. Her character development is central to the narrative, showcasing her evolution from a
hopeful dreamer to a confident young woman determined to claim her place in the world of aviation.

Supporting Characters
Supporting characters, such as Ida Mae's family and friends, play pivotal roles in shaping her journey.
They represent various attitudes towards race and gender, providing a broader context for Ida Mae's
challenges. Each character adds depth to the narrative, illustrating the complexities of navigating
dreams in a divided society.



Historical Context
Understanding the historical context of "flygirl" enhances the reading experience. The 1970s were a
time of significant social change in the United States, particularly regarding civil rights and gender
equality. Smith's portrayal of this era highlights the struggles faced by women of color and the slow
progress toward inclusion in fields like aviation.

Aviation in the 1970s
During the 1970s, the aviation industry was predominantly male and white, making it exceptionally
challenging for women, especially those of color, to gain acceptance and opportunities. "flygirl"
addresses these challenges head-on, illustrating the barriers that existed and the courage it took for
individuals like Ida Mae to pursue their passions in such an environment.

Social Change and Progress
Smith's work also reflects the broader social movements of the time, including the fight for civil rights
and women's liberation. These movements laid the groundwork for future generations, making Ida
Mae's story not only a personal journey but also a reflection of the collective struggle for equality and
representation.

Impact on Young Readers
"flygirl" has made a significant impact on young readers, particularly those from diverse backgrounds.
The novel serves as an important resource for discussions about race, gender, and ambition. It
encourages young girls, especially those of color, to pursue their dreams and challenge societal
norms.

Inspiration and Empowerment
The story of Ida Mae is a powerful source of inspiration, demonstrating that dreams are achievable
despite the odds. It empowers readers to embrace their identities and pursue their passions,
reinforcing the idea that they can break barriers and make their mark in any field, including aviation.

Educational Value
Beyond its inspirational themes, "flygirl" offers educational value by providing historical insights into
the struggles faced by women of color. It can serve as a springboard for discussions about gender
roles, racial discrimination, and the importance of diversity in all professions. Teachers and parents
can utilize the novel to foster meaningful conversations with young readers about these critical
issues.



Conclusion
"flygirl by sherri l smith" is not just a story about a girl who wants to fly; it is a profound exploration of
identity, resilience, and the fight for one’s dreams in the face of adversity. Through the character of
Ida Mae Jones, Sherri L. Smith presents a narrative that resonates with the challenges many young
people face today. The novel’s rich themes and historical context make it a valuable addition to young
adult literature, encouraging readers to reflect on their own identities and aspirations while inspiring
them to pursue their dreams with tenacity and courage.

Q: What is the main theme of "flygirl" by Sherri L. Smith?
A: The main theme of "flygirl" revolves around identity, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams,
particularly in the context of gender and racial barriers faced by women of color in the aviation
industry.

Q: Who is the protagonist of "flygirl"?
A: The protagonist of "flygirl" is Ida Mae Jones, a young African American girl who aspires to become a
pilot during the 1970s, facing various societal challenges along her journey.

Q: What historical context does "flygirl" address?
A: "flygirl" addresses the historical context of the 1970s, a time of significant social change in the
United States, particularly regarding civil rights and gender equality, highlighting the struggles of
women of color in aviation.

Q: How does Sherri L. Smith portray the challenges of
pursuing a career in aviation?
A: Sherri L. Smith portrays the challenges of pursuing a career in aviation through Ida Mae's
experiences with discrimination, financial difficulties, and societal expectations, illustrating the
barriers faced by women of color.

Q: What impact does "flygirl" have on young readers?
A: "flygirl" has a significant impact on young readers by inspiring them to pursue their dreams,
fostering discussions about race and gender, and providing educational insights into the historical
challenges faced by women in aviation.

Q: Is "flygirl" suitable for educational purposes?
A: Yes, "flygirl" is suitable for educational purposes as it offers valuable discussions on important
social issues, history, and the significance of representation in literature.



Q: What writing style does Sherri L. Smith use in "flygirl"?
A: Sherri L. Smith uses a vivid and descriptive writing style that captures the essence of the 1970s
while maintaining an engaging and motivational tone throughout the novel.

Q: What lessons can readers learn from Ida Mae's journey in
"flygirl"?
A: Readers can learn valuable lessons about resilience, the importance of pursuing one's dreams, and
the significance of embracing one's identity in the face of societal challenges from Ida Mae's journey
in "flygirl."
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