
flubber notes and questions answers
flubber notes and questions answers are essential resources for understanding
the themes, characters, and scientific concepts presented in the beloved film
"Flubber." This article provides a detailed exploration of the movie's plot,
character analysis, and the scientific principles that underpin the story,
along with a wealth of questions and answers to enhance comprehension. The
discussion will cover various aspects of "Flubber," including its main
character, Professor Philip Brainard, the significance of the titular
substance, and the film's overarching messages about innovation and
perseverance. This comprehensive guide is designed to aid students,
educators, and fans in engaging more deeply with the film.
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Overview of "Flubber"
"Flubber," released in 1997, is a family comedy film directed by Les Mayfield
and starring Robin Williams as the eccentric Professor Philip Brainard. The
film is a remake of the 1961 classic "The Absent-Minded Professor." The plot
revolves around Brainard, a brilliant yet forgetful scientist at Medfield
College who invents a green, rubbery substance called Flubber. This substance
has remarkable properties, including the ability to bounce and defy gravity.
As Brainard attempts to use Flubber to save his college's financial situation
and win back his fiancée, he encounters a series of comedic misadventures.

The film combines elements of science fiction with humor, showcasing the
potential and pitfalls of scientific discovery. Through its engaging
narrative, "Flubber" highlights the importance of creativity, innovation, and
the consequences of neglecting personal relationships in the pursuit of
professional success.



Main Characters
The characters in "Flubber" contribute significantly to the film's humor and
emotional depth. Each character plays a crucial role in advancing the plot
and illustrating the film's themes.

Professor Philip Brainard
Professor Philip Brainard, portrayed by Robin Williams, is the film's
protagonist. He is characterized by his brilliant mind and absent-minded
nature. His obsession with scientific research often leads him to forget
important personal commitments, including his wedding to his fiancée, Sara.
Brainard's journey throughout the film involves learning to balance his
professional ambitions with his personal relationships.

Sara Jean Reynolds
Sara, played by Marcia Gay Harden, is Brainard's fiancée who becomes
increasingly frustrated with his neglect of their relationship. Sara is
supportive yet assertive, pushing Brainard to recognize the importance of
their bond. Her character serves as a grounding force in the film,
emphasizing the need for emotional connections amidst scientific pursuits.

Weebo
Weebo, voiced by Jodi Benson, is a highly intelligent, robotic assistant
developed by Brainard. She serves not only as a source of comic relief but
also as a confidante and moral compass for Brainard. Weebo's loyalty and
affection for Brainard highlight the theme of companionship in the film.

The Science of Flubber
Flubber, the fictional substance at the heart of the movie, is depicted as a
revolutionary discovery with extraordinary properties. The film provides an
imaginative take on scientific principles, making it a valuable resource for
discussing real-world science concepts.

Properties of Flubber
Flubber is characterized by several remarkable properties:

Elasticity: Flubber can bounce incredibly high and regain its shape
after deformation.



Weightlessness: When applied to objects, Flubber can make them float or
defy gravity.

Energy Absorption: Flubber absorbs kinetic energy, allowing for
impressive jumps and feats of agility.

While Flubber is a fictional creation, it can be compared to real substances
in materials science, such as polymers and elastomers that exhibit similar
elastic properties.

Scientific Themes
The film encourages curiosity and exploration in science. It illustrates the
process of scientific discovery, including experimentation, failure, and
eventual success. Brainard's character embodies the spirit of innovation,
showcasing how creativity and perseverance can lead to groundbreaking
inventions. Furthermore, the film serves as an entry point for discussions
about ethics in science, particularly regarding the potential consequences of
unchecked experimentation.

Thematic Elements
"Flubber" explores several themes that resonate with audiences, making it
more than just a comedic romp. The film addresses the balance between
personal and professional life, the spirit of innovation, and the value of
teamwork.

Innovation and Creativity
The film celebrates the power of imagination and the importance of pursuing
one's passions. Brainard's invention of Flubber symbolizes the potential for
creativity to transform lives and address challenges. The narrative
encourages viewers to think outside the box and embrace innovative solutions
to problems.

Love and Relationships
A central theme of "Flubber" is the importance of nurturing personal
relationships. Brainard's journey toward reconnecting with Sara underscores
the need to prioritize loved ones, even amidst professional obligations. The
film illustrates that success in one area of life should not come at the
expense of another.



Flubber Notes and Questions
To enhance understanding of "Flubber," here are some helpful notes and
questions that can guide discussions or studies related to the film.

Key Notes

Flubber is a metaphor for creativity and the unexpected outcomes of
scientific inquiry.

The film's humor often arises from the juxtaposition of science and
everyday life.

Brainard's character arc emphasizes personal growth and the importance
of relationships.

Questions for Discussion

What are the key characteristics that define Professor Brainard, and how1.
do they influence his relationships?

How does the depiction of Flubber reflect real scientific principles,2.
and what can viewers learn from it?

In what ways does "Flubber" address the theme of innovation versus3.
ethical responsibility in science?

How do other characters, like Weebo and Sara, contribute to Brainard's4.
development throughout the film?

What messages does "Flubber" convey about balance in life and the5.
importance of personal connections?

Conclusion
"Flubber" serves as a multifaceted film that combines humor, science, and
heartfelt moments. Through its engaging plot and memorable characters, it
encourages viewers to embrace innovation while also recognizing the
importance of personal relationships. The film's exploration of scientific
principles and ethical considerations makes it an excellent resource for
discussions in educational settings. By studying "Flubber," audiences can
gain insights into both the joys and responsibilities that accompany



creativity and discovery.

Q: What is the main premise of "Flubber"?
A: The main premise of "Flubber" revolves around Professor Philip Brainard, a
scientist who invents a bouncy, gravity-defying substance called Flubber,
which he uses to save his college and win back his fiancée.

Q: What are the main themes explored in "Flubber"?
A: The main themes include the importance of innovation and creativity, the
balance between personal and professional life, and the significance of love
and relationships.

Q: How does Professor Brainard's character develop
throughout the film?
A: Professor Brainard evolves from an absent-minded scientist obsessed with
his research to a more balanced individual who learns to prioritize his
relationships, particularly with his fiancée, Sara.

Q: What scientific concepts are presented in
"Flubber"?
A: "Flubber" presents concepts such as elasticity, energy absorption, and the
principles of experimentation and discovery in science, albeit in a fictional
context.

Q: How does the character Weebo contribute to the
story?
A: Weebo serves as Brainard's robotic assistant, offering comic relief and
emotional support, and represents the theme of companionship and loyalty in
the narrative.

Q: What can educators take away from "Flubber" for
teaching science?
A: Educators can use "Flubber" as a tool to spark interest in scientific
concepts, discuss ethical implications in research, and encourage creativity
in problem-solving.



Q: Why is Flubber considered a metaphor in the film?
A: Flubber symbolizes creativity and the unpredictable nature of scientific
discovery, illustrating how innovation can lead to unexpected and sometimes
humorous outcomes.

Q: How does "Flubber" highlight the consequences of
neglecting personal relationships?
A: The film shows that Brainard's single-minded pursuit of his scientific
work leads to tension in his relationship with Sara, ultimately teaching him
the importance of balancing his career with his personal life.
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