
florida state quarterbacks history

florida state quarterbacks history is a rich tapestry woven through decades of college football

excellence, showcasing a lineage of talented athletes who have donned the garnet and gold. From the

early days of the program to the contemporary stars, Florida State University (FSU) has produced

some of the most formidable quarterbacks in college football history. This article delves into the

evolution of Florida State quarterbacks, highlighting significant players, their achievements, and the

impact they had on the program and the sport. It will also explore key statistics, milestones, and what

makes FSU's quarterback legacy particularly noteworthy.
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Early Years of Florida State Quarterbacks

The history of Florida State quarterbacks began in the 1940s when the program was still finding its



identity. The Seminoles first fielded a football team in 1947, but it was not until the 1960s that they

began to emerge as a competitive force in college football. During this time, quarterbacks were often

overlooked in terms of recognition, as the focus was mainly on the running game.

One of the earliest standout quarterbacks was Gary Huff, who played for FSU in the late 1960s. Huff

was known for his strong arm and leadership on the field, helping to lay the groundwork for future

quarterbacks. His success paved the way for the program to attract more talented players and improve

its overall competitiveness in the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC).

Notable Quarterbacks in FSU History

Throughout its history, Florida State has produced a plethora of quarterbacks who have achieved

significant success at both the college and professional levels. Some of the most notable quarterbacks

include:

Doug Williams - The first black quarterback to win a Super Bowl, Williams was a prominent figure

in the late 1970s and early 1980s. His dual-threat capability made him a formidable opponent.

Charlie Ward - Winning the Heisman Trophy in 1993, Ward led the Seminoles to their first

national championship. His incredible athleticism and football IQ helped elevate the program's

status.

Chris Weinke - A key player in the late 1990s, Weinke won the Heisman Trophy in 2000 and

was instrumental in leading FSU to a national championship in 1999.

Jameis Winston - Winston, who won the Heisman in 2013, was a transformative player for FSU,

guiding the team to a national title in his freshman year and setting numerous records.

Deondre Francois - Francois became a prominent figure in the late 2010s, showcasing a

powerful arm and strong leadership skills.



These quarterbacks not only excelled on the field but also contributed to the rich tradition of excellence

that FSU is known for. Their unique styles and leadership qualities have left lasting impressions on the

program.

Impact of Coaching on Quarterback Development

The coaching staff at Florida State has played a crucial role in developing quarterbacks over the years.

Legendary coaches such as Bobby Bowden and Jimbo Fisher focused on building a strong

quarterback foundation, emphasizing fundamentals, decision-making, and mental toughness.

Under Bowden's tenure, FSU became known for its high-powered offense, which required

quarterbacks to be versatile and able to read defenses effectively. Bowden's coaching philosophy

encouraged quarterbacks to take risks, leading to exciting and dynamic offensive play.

Jimbo Fisher further refined this approach, emphasizing the importance of preparation, film study, and

adaptability. His coaching methods helped quarterbacks like Jameis Winston flourish, combining

traditional quarterback skills with modern offensive strategies.

Florida State Quarterbacks in the NFL

The transition from college to the NFL has been a successful journey for many Florida State

quarterbacks. Several alumni have made significant impacts in professional football, showcasing their

talents on a national stage.

Some notable FSU quarterbacks in the NFL include:

Doug Williams - Known for his time with the Washington Redskins, Williams became the first

black quarterback to win a Super Bowl in 1988.

Charlie Ward - Although he chose to pursue a professional basketball career, Ward remains a

celebrated figure in FSU history.



Chris Weinke - After winning the Heisman, Weinke had a career in the NFL, playing primarily for

the Carolina Panthers.

Jameis Winston - The number one overall pick in the 2015 NFL Draft, Winston has had a

notable career with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and New Orleans Saints.

These players not only demonstrate the talent emerging from FSU but also highlight the program's

ability to prepare athletes for the rigors of professional football.

Recent Developments and Future Prospects

As Florida State continues to evolve, the quarterback position remains a focal point of the program. In

recent years, FSU has brought in new talent through recruitment and transfers, aiming to maintain its

competitive edge in college football.

With a strong recruiting class and a focus on developing quarterbacks who can thrive in modern

offenses, FSU is poised to continue its legacy of excellence. The coaching staff's commitment to

player development and strategic gameplay will be crucial in shaping the next generation of FSU

quarterbacks.

Conclusion

The history of Florida State quarterbacks is not just about individual achievements but also about the

legacy they have built collectively. From the early days of the program to the modern era, these

athletes have not only excelled on the field but have also paved the way for future success. The

strong coaching influence, coupled with the remarkable talent produced, ensures that Florida State will

remain a powerhouse in college football. As the program looks to the future, the foundation laid by

past quarterbacks will continue to inspire and influence the next generation of Seminole athletes.



Q: Who is the most famous Florida State quarterback?

A: The most famous Florida State quarterback is likely Jameis Winston, who won the Heisman Trophy

in 2013 and led the team to a national championship in the same year.

Q: How many Heisman Trophy winners has Florida State had at

quarterback?

A: Florida State has had three Heisman Trophy winners at quarterback: Charlie Ward (1993), Chris

Weinke (2000), and Jameis Winston (2013).

Q: What impact did Bobby Bowden have on Florida State

quarterbacks?

A: Bobby Bowden significantly impacted Florida State quarterbacks by emphasizing a high-powered

offense, fostering quarterback development, and creating a winning culture that attracted top talent.

Q: Are there any notable Florida State quarterbacks currently in the

NFL?

A: Yes, Jameis Winston and others have had significant NFL careers, with Winston being a notable

player currently active in the league.

Q: What years did Florida State win national championships?

A: Florida State won national championships in 1993, 1999, and 2013, with each of these teams

featuring standout quarterback play.



Q: How has the quarterback position evolved at Florida State?

A: The quarterback position at Florida State has evolved to include more dual-threat capabilities,

modern offensive schemes, and an emphasis on passing accuracy and decision-making.

Q: Who was the first starting quarterback for Florida State?

A: The first starting quarterback for Florida State was Fred McLeod, who played during the inaugural

1947 season.

Q: What is the significance of Charlie Ward in Florida State history?

A: Charlie Ward is significant for winning the Heisman Trophy and leading FSU to its first national

championship in 1993, setting a high standard for future quarterbacks.

Q: How do Florida State quarterbacks compare to other top programs?

A: Florida State quarterbacks are often ranked among the best in college football history, comparable

to programs like Alabama and USC, with a strong legacy of Heisman winners and NFL success.

Q: What is the future outlook for Florida State quarterbacks?

A: The future looks promising, with a focus on recruiting talented quarterbacks and a coaching staff

dedicated to developing them into top players, ensuring the continuation of FSU's quarterback legacy.
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