FLORIDA FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING GUIDE

FLORIDA FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING GUIDE: CULTIVATING A BEAUTIFUL AND SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE IS ESSENTIAL FOR FLORIDA
HOMEOWNERS, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE STATE'S UNIQUE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE
INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING, HELPING YOU CREATE AN ATTRACTIVE OUTDOOR SPACE THAT
CONSERVES WATER, REDUCES WASTE, AND PROTECTS LOCAL ECOSYSTEMS. WE WILL EXPLORE THE NINE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES,
FROM PROPER PLANT SELECTION AND EFFICIENT IRRIGATION TO ATTRACTING WILDLIFE AND MINIMIZING THE NEED FOR FERTILIZERS
AND PESTICIDES. DISCOVER HOW TO TRANSFORM YOUR YARD INTO A VIBRANT, LOW-MAINTENANCE OASIS THAT BENEFITS BOTH
YOUR PROPERTY AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
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THE NINE PRINCIPLES OF FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING

FLorIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING (FFL) IS A SET OF GUIDELINES DEVELOPED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA IFAS EXTENSION
DESIGNED TO HELP RESIDENTS CREATE BEAUTIFUL, SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES THAT CONSERVE WATER, REDUCE POLLUTION, AND
PROTECT FLORIDA’S NATURAL RESOURCES. THESE PRINCIPLES ARE NOT JUST ABOUT SAVING MONEY ON WATER BILLS; THEY ARE
ABOUT FOSTERING A HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT FOR EVERYONE. BY UNDERSTANDING AND IMPLEMENTING THESE CORE CONCEPTS,
YOU CAN SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE YOUR LANDSCAPE'S ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT WHILE ENHANCING ITS AESTHETIC APPEAL AND
ECOLOGICAL VALUE.

RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE

THIS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE EMPHASIZES SELECTING PLANTS THAT ARE WELL-SUITED TO YOUR SPECIFIC SITE CONDITIONS. |T
MEANS UNDERSTANDING YOUR SOIL TYPE, THE AMOUNT OF SUNLIGHT EACH AREA RECEIVES, AND THE MICROCLIMATE OF YOUR
PROPERTY. NATIVE AND WELL-ADAPTED PLANTS REQUIRE LESS WATER, FERTILIZER, AND PEST CONTROL BECAUSE THEY HAVE
EVOLVED TO THRIVE IN FLORIDA'S CLIMATE AND SOIL. CHOOSING THE RIGHT PLANT FOR THE RIGHT SPOT ENSURES HEALTHIER
GROWTH, REDUCED MAINTENANCE, AND A MORE RESILIENT LANDSCAPE.

UNDERSTANDING SITE CONDITIONS

BEFORE SELECTING ANY PLANTS, IT IS CRUCIAL TO ASSESS YOUR LANDSCAPE'S CONDITIONS. OBSERVE HOW SUNLIGHT MOVES
ACROSS YOUR PROPERTY THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND YEAR. IDENTIFY AREAS THAT ARE CONSISTENTLY SUNNY, SHADY, OR
PARTIALLY SHADED. CONSIDER DRAINAGE PATTERNS — ARE THERE AREAS THAT TEND TO STAY WET AFTER RAIN, OR AREAS THAT
DRY OUT QUICKLY? UNDERSTANDING YOUR SOIL TYPE, WHETHER SANDY, LOAMY, OR CLAY-HEAVY, WILL ALSO GUIDE YOUR
PLANT CHOICES, AS DIFFERENT PLANTS HAVE VARYING SOIL PREFERENCES.



SELECTING NATIVE AND ADAPTED PLANTS

NATIVE PLANTS ARE THOSE THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY GROWN IN FLORIDA WITHOUT HUMAN INTRODUCTION. THEY ARE
PERFECTLY ADAPTED TO THE LOCAL CLIMATE, SOILS, AND RAINFALL PATTERNS, MAKING THEM IDEAL CHOICES FOR A LOW~-
MAINTENANCE, SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE. ADAPTED PLANTS, WHILE NOT STRICTLY NATIVE, ALSO PERFORM WELL IN FLORIDA’S
CONDITIONS WITH MINIMAL INTERVENTION. LOOK FOR PLANTS THAT ARE KNOWN TO BE DROUGHT-TOLERANT AND PEST-
RESISTANT. RESOURCES FROM LOCAL UF IFAS EXTENSION OFFICES CAN PROVIDE LISTS OF SUITABLE NATIVE AND ADAPTED
SPECIES FOR YOUR SPECIFIC REGION.

\X/ ATER-EFFICIENT PRACTICES

W/ ATER CONSERVATION IS A CORNERSTONE OF FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING, PARTICULARLY GIVEN THE STATE'S HIGH
WATER DEMAND AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING ITS PRECIOUS AQUIFER SYSTEMS. IMPLEMENTING EFFICIENT IRRIGATION
TECHNIQUES AND CHOOSING DROUGHT-TOLERANT PLANTS SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES WATER USAGE, SAVING MONEY AND
PRESERVING THIS VITAL RESOURCE.

SMART IRRIGATION TECHNIQUES

OVERWATERING IS A COMMON MISTAKE THAT LEADS TO UNHEALTHY PLANTS AND WASTED WATER. FLORIDA-FRIENDLY
LANDSCAPING ENCOURAGES WATERING ONLY WHEN NECESSARY. THIS INVOLVES UNDERSTANDING YOUR PLANTS' WATER NEEDS
AND OBSERVING SIGNS OF DROUGHT STRESS, SUCH AS WILTING OR DULL FOLIAGE. CONSIDER USING A RAIN SENSOR TO PREVENT
YOUR IRRIGATION SYSTEM FROM RUNNING WHEN IT HAS RAINED. DRIP IRRIGATION AND SOAKER HOSES ARE MORE EFFICIENT THAN
SPRINKLERS, DELIVERING WATER DIRECTLY TO THE PLANT ROOTS AND MINIMIZING EVAPORATION.

W ATERING SCHEDULES AND METHODS

W/HEN WATERING IS REQUIRED, IT'S BEST TO WATER DEEPLY AND INFREQUENTLY. THIS ENCOURAGES PLANTS TO DEVELOP DEEP
ROOT SYSTEMS, MAKING THEM MORE RESILIENT TO DROUGHT. THE BEST TIME TO WATER IS TYPICALLY IN THE EARLY MORNING,
BETWEEN 4 AM AND 10 AM. THIS MINIMIZES WATER LOSS DUE TO EVAPORATION FROM SUN AND WIND. AVOID WATERING
DURING THE HOTTEST PART OF THE DAY OR LATE IN THE EVENING, WHICH CAN PROMOTE FUNGAL DISEASES.

APPROPRIATE FERTILIZATION

W/HILE PLANTS NEED NUTRIENTS TO THRIVE, OVER-FERTILIZATION CAN LEAD TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS LIKE WATER
POLLUTION AND EXCESSIVE PLANT GROWTH THAT REQUIRES MORE MAINTENANCE. FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPING ADVOCATES
FOR A JUDICIOUS APPROACH TO FERTILIZATION, FOCUSING ON PLANT NEEDS RATHER THAN ROUTINE APPLICATION.

UNDERSTANDING SolL NUTRIENTS

BEFORE APPLYING ANY FERTILIZER, IT'S BENEFICIAL TO GET A SOIL TEST. THIS WILL IDENTIFY ANY NUTRIENT DEFICIENCIES AND
INDICATE THE APPROPRIATE TYPE AND AMOUNT OF FERTILIZER NEEDED. HEALTHY SOIL WITH GOOD ORGANIC MATTER CONTENT
OFTEN PROVIDES SUFFICIENT NUTRIENTS FOR MANY PLANTS, ESPECIALLY NATIVE VARIETIES.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT FERTILIZERS AND APPLICATION

IF FERTILIZATION IS NECESSARY, SELECT SLOW-RELEASE FERTILIZERS THAT PROVIDE NUTRIENTS OVER TIME, REDUCING THE RISK OF
LEACHING INTO WATERWAYS. AVOID FERTILIZERS CONTAINING PHOSPHORUS UNLESS A SOIL TEST CONFIRMS A DEFICIENCY, AS
EXCESS PHOSPHORUS IS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO WATER QUALITY ISSUES. APPLY FERTILIZERS ONLY AS NEEDED, FOLLOWING
THE PRODUCT'S INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY, AND NEVER APPLY THEM NEAR STORM DRAINS OR WATER BODIES.

MULCHING FOR MoISTURE AND WEED CONTROL

MULCH IS A VERSATILE MATERIAL THAT OFFERS NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR YOUR LANDSCAPE. |T HELPS RETAIN SOIL MOISTURE,
SUPPRESSES WEED GROWTH, REGULATES SOIL TEMPERATURE, AND IMPROVES SOIL HEALTH AS IT DECOMPOSES. USING MULCH IS
A SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE WAY TO ENHANCE THE SUSTAINABILITY OF YOUR GARDEN.

TyPeS oF MULCH

ORGANIC MULCHES, SUCH AS PINE BARK, WOOD CHIPS, AND SHREDDED LEAVES, ARE EXCELLENT CHOICES BECAUSE THEY
DECOMPOSE OVER TIME, ENRICHING THE SOIL. INORGANIC MULCHES, LIKE GRAVEL OR STONE, ARE MORE PERMANENT BUT DO NOT
OFFER THE SOIL-BUILDING BENEFITS OF ORGANIC OPTIONS. FOR FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING, ORGANIC MULCHES ARE
GENERALLY PREFERRED.

ProPER MULCHING TECHNIQUES

APPLY MULCH IN A 2- TO 3-INCH LAYER AROUND PLANTS, KEEPING IT A FEW INCHES AWAY FROM THE PLANT STEMS OR TRUNKS
TO PREVENT ROT AND PEST ISSUES. THIS DEPTH HELPS RETAIN MOISTURE AND SUPPRESS WEEDS EFFECTIVELY. AVOID “VOLCANO
MULCHING,” WHICH CAN HARM TREES AND SHRUBS.

ATTRACTING WILDLIFE

A VIBRANT LANDSCAPE IS ONE THAT SUPPORTS A HEALTHY ECOSYSTEM, AND THAT INCLUDES ATTRACTING BENEFICIAL WILDLIFE.
By PROVIDING FOOD, WATER, AND SHELTER, YOU CAN CREATE A SANCTUARY FOR BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES, AND OTHER DESIRABLE
CREATURES, CONTRIBUTING TO LOCAL BIODIVERSITY.

ProvVIDING FOOD SOURCES

PLANT A VARIETY OF NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS, AND FLOWERS THAT PRODUCE FRUITS, SEEDS, NECTAR, AND POLLEN. THeSE
NATURAL FOOD SOURCES WILL DRAW IN A DIVERSE ARRAY OF WILDLIFE. CONSIDER PLANTS THAT OFFER STAGGERED BLOOM
TIMES TO PROVIDE SUSTENANCE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

CREATING SHELTER AND W ATER

OFFER SHELTER WITH DENSE PLANTINGS, EVERGREEN SHRUBS, OR STRUCTURES LIKE BIRDHOUSES AND BAT HOUSES. A WATER
SOURCE, SUCH AS A BIRD BATH OR A SMALL POND, IS ALSO CRUCIAL FOR WILDLIFE. ENSURE WATER SOURCES ARE CLEAN AND



REPLENISHED REGULARLY. AVOIDING PESTICIDES IS PARAMOUNT TO PROTECTING VISITING WILDLIFE FROM HARM.

MANAGING Y ARD PESTS RESPONSIBLY

PEST MANAGEMENT IN A FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE FOCUSES ON PREVENTION AND THE USE OF THE LEAST TOXIC METHODS
WHEN PROBLEMS ARISE. THE GOAL IS TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE IN THE ECOSYSTEM RATHER THAN ERADICATING ALL INSECTS, AS
MANY ARE BENEFICIAL.

INTEGRATED PeEsT MANAGEMENT (IPM)

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM) IS A STRATEGY THAT COMBINES VARIOUS TECHNIQUES TO MANAGE PESTS. THIS
INCLUDES REGULAR MONITORING OF PLANTS FOR EARLY SIGNS OF INFESTATION, IDENTIFYING THE PEST ACCURATELY, AND
UNDERSTANDING ITS LIFE CYCLE. OFTEN, NATURAL PREDATORS OR CULTURAL CONTROLS CAN RESOLVE PEST ISSUES WITHOUT
THE NEED FOR CHEMICALS.

LeasT Toxic ConTROL METHODS

\W/HEN INTERVENTION IS NECESSARY, START WITH THE LEAST TOXIC OPTIONS. THIS MIGHT INCLUDE HAND-PICKING PESTS, USING
INSECTICIDAL SOAPS, HORTICULTURAL OILS, OR BIOLOGICAL CONTROLS LIKE BENEFICIAL INSECTS. IF CHEMICAL PESTICIDES ARE
ABSOLUTELY REQUIRED, CHOOSE THOSE SPECIFICALLY LABELED FOR THE TARGET PEST AND FOR USE IN FLORIDA, AND APPLY
THEM ACCORDING TO LABEL INSTRUCTIONS, TARGETING ONLY THE AFFECTED AREAS.

REDUCING STORMWATER RUNOFF

STORMWATER RUNOFF CAN CARRY POLLUTANTS FROM OUR YARDS INTO LOCAL WATERWAYS, IMPACTING WATER QUALITY.
FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPING PRACTICES AIM TO REDUCE THE VOLUME AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF STORMWATER RUNOFF
THROUGH THOUGHTFUL DESIGN AND PLANT CHOICES.

PERMEABLE SURFACES AND RAIN GARDENS

OPT FOR PERMEABLE PAVING MATERIALS FOR WALKWAYS AND PATIOS, SUCH AS GRAVEL OR PERMEABLE PAVERS, WHICH ALLOW
WATER TO INFILTRATE THE SOIL INSTEAD OF RUNNING OFF. INCORPORATING RAIN GARDENS — SHALLOW, VEGETATED DEPRESSIONS
DESIGNED TO CAPTURE AND ABSORB RAINWATER — CAN EFFECTIVELY MANAGE RUNOFF FROM ROOFS AND PAVED AREAS.

VEGETATION AS A NATURAL FILTER

HEALTHY, WELL-ESTABLISHED PLANTS AND A THICK LAYER OF MULCH ACT AS NATURAL FILTERS. THEY HELP TO SLOW DOWN
THE FLOW OF WATER, ALLOWING IT TO SOAK INTO THE GROUND AND TRAPPING SEDIMENT AND POLLUTANTS BEFORE THEY CAN
REACH STORM DRAINS. CHOOSING PLANTS THAT CAN TOLERATE WET CONDITIONS IS IMPORTANT FOR RAIN GARDEN DESIGNS.



MAINTAINING HEALTHY SolL

SOIL IS THE FOUNDATION OF A THRIVING LANDSCAPE. HEALTHY SOIL SUPPORTS PLANT GROWTH, RETAINS MOISTURE, AND
PROVIDES A HABITAT FOR BENEFICIAL MICROORGANISMS. IN FLORIDA, SOILS CAN OFTEN BE SANDY AND NUTRIENT-POOR, MAKING
SOIL IMPROVEMENT A KEY ASPECT OF FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPING.

IMPROVING SoOIL STRUCTURE

ADDING ORGANIC MATTER IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO IMPROVE SOIL STRUCTURE, ESPECIALLY IN SANDY FLORrRIDA sOILS.
COMPOST, AGED MANURE, AND OTHER DECOMPOSED ORGANIC MATERIALS HELP RETAIN MOISTURE AND NUTRIENTS, IMPROVE
DRAINAGE IN CLAY SOILS, AND PROMOTE A HEALTHY SOIL ECOSYSTEM.

SolL TESTING AND AMENDMENTS

REGULAR SOIL TESTING CAN HELP YOU UNDERSTAND THE PH AND NUTRIENT LEVELS OF YOUR SOIL. BASED ON THE RESULTS, YOU
CAN MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT AMENDMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOUR SOIL IS TOO ACIDIC, LIME MAY BE RECOMMENDED,
WHILE SULFUR CAN BE USED TO RAISE PH IN ALKALINE SOILS. HO\X/EVER, ALWAYS PRIORITIZE ADDING ORGANIC MATTER AS IT
BENEFITS NEARLY ALL SOIL TYPES.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: DESIGNING YOUR FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPE

DESIGNING A FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE INVOLVES INTEGRATING ALL NINE PRINCIPLES INTO A COHESIVE AND AESTHETICALLY
PLEASING PLAN. |T’S ABOUT CREATING A SPACE THAT IS NOT ONLY BEAUTIFUL BUT ALSO RESILIENT, WATER-WISE, AND
ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE. CONSIDER THE OVERALL FLOW OF YOUR YARD, HOW DIFFERENT ZONES WILL BE USED, AND HOW
TO MAXIMIZE THE BENEFITS OF EACH PRINCIPLE.

ZoNE YOUR LANDSCAPE

DIVIDE YOUR LANDSCAPE INTO ZONES BASED ON THEIR WATER NEEDS AND USAGE. HIGH-USE AREAS, SUCH AS NEAR PATIOS OR
ENTRYWAYS, MAY REQUIRE MORE FREQUENT WATERING AND MAINTENANCE. Lower-USE AREAS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH
NATIVE OR DROUGHT-TOLERANT PLANTINGS, CAN BE DESIGNED FOR MINIMAL WATER INPUT. THIS APPROACH OPTIMIZES WATERING
EFFICIENCY AND REDUCES OVERALL MAINTENANCE.

CREATING AN ATTRACTIVE AND FUNCTIONAL SPACE

FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPING DOES NOT MEAN SACRIFICING BEAUTY FOR SUSTAINABILITY. BY SELECTING A DIVERSE RANGE
OF PLANTS WITH VARIED TEXTURES, COLORS, AND BLOOM TIMES, YOU CAN CREATE A VISUALLY STUNNING LANDSCAPE YEAR™
ROUND. INCORPORATE FEATURES LIKE RAIN GARDENS, PERMEABLE PATHWAYS, AND SEATING AREAS TO ENHANCE BOTH THE
FUNCTION AND ENJOYMENT OF YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE. REMEMBER TO PLAN FOR MATURE PLANT SIZES TO AVOID OVERCROWDING
AND ENSURE GOOD AIR CIRCULATION.

EMBRACING FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING IS A PROACTIVE STEP TOWARDS CREATING A MORE SUSTAINABLE AND BEAUTIFUL
FLORIDA. BY DILIGENTLY APPLYING THESE PRINCIPLES, YOU CONTRIBUTE TO WATER CONSERVATION, PROTECT OUR NATURAL
RESOURCES, AND CULTIVATE A LANDSCAPE THAT THRIVES WITH MINIMAL INTERVENTION. THIS APPROACH FOSTERS A
HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN YOUR HOME AND THE UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT OF THE SUNSHINE STATE/ RESULTING IN A MORE



RESILIENT, ATTRACTIVE, AND ECOLOGICALLY SOUND PROPERTY FOR YEARS TO COME.

FAQ SECTION

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN BENEFITS OF ADOPTING FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
PRINCIPLES?

A: THE MAIN BENEFITS INCLUDE SIGNIFICANT WATER CONSERVATION, REDUCED NEED FOR FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES, DECREASED
YARD WASTE, LOWER MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS, PROTECTION OF LOCAL WATERWAYS FROM POLLUTION, AND ENHANCED
BIODIVERSITY BY ATTRACTING BENEFICIAL WILDLIFE.

Q: ARE FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPES ALWAYS LOW IN AESTHETIC APPEAL
COMPARED TO TRADITIONAL LAWNS AND GARDENS?

A: ABSOLUTELY NOT. FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPES CAN BE INCREDIBLY BEAUTIFUL AND DIVERSE, UTILIZING A WIDE ARRAY OF
NATIVE AND ADAPTED PLANTS WITH VARIED TEXTURES, COLORS, AND BLOOM TIMES. THE FOCUS IS ON CREATING A VIBRANT,
HEALTHY ECOSYSTEM THAT IS ALSO VISUALLY APPEALING.

Q: How DoES CHOOSING THE “RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE” PRINCIPLE HELP CONSERVE
WATER?

A: BY SELECTING PLANTS THAT ARE NATURALLY SUITED TO YOUR SPECIFIC SOIL TYPE, SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE, AND MOISTURE
CONDITIONS, YOU ARE CHOOSING PLANTS THAT REQUIRE LESS SUPPLEMENTAL WATERING TO THRIVE. NATIVE PLANTS, FOR
INSTANCE, ARE ALREADY ADAPTED TO FLORIDA'S CLIMATE AND RAINFALL PATTERNS.

Q: WHAT IS CONSIDERED THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO IMPROVE SANDY FLORIDA
SOILS FOR LANDSCAPING?

A: THE MOST EFFECTIVE METHOD IS TO CONSISTENTLY ADD ORGANIC MATTER. INCORPORATING COMPOST, AGED MANURE, OR
SHREDDED LEAVES IMPROVES SOIL STRUCTURE, ENHANCES WATER AND NUTRIENT RETENTION, AND CREATES A HEALTHIER
ENVIRONMENT FOR PLANT ROOTS AND BENEFICIAL SOIL ORGANISMS.

Q: CAN | STILL HAVE A BEAUTIFUL LAWN IF | FOLLOW FLORIDA-FRIENDLY
L ANDSCAPING GUIDELINES?

A: YES, BUT IT MAY LOOK DIFFERENT FROM A TRADITIONAL, HIGH"MAINTENANCE LAWN. FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
ENCOURAGES REDUCING THE SIZE OF LANWN AREAS AND OPTING FOR DROUGHT-TOLERANT GRASS VARIETIES IF A LAWN IS DESIRED.
ALTERNATIVELY, CONSIDER REPLACING SOME LAWN SPACE WITH NATIVE GROUNDCOVERS OR OTHER LOW~MAINTENANCE
PLANTINGS.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF NATIVE PLANTS THAT ARE GOOD FOR FLORIDA-
FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING?

A: EXAMPLES VARY BY REGION, BUT GENERALLY INCLUDE PLANTS LIKE BEAUTYBERRY, COONTIE, SAW PALMETTO, FIREBUSH,
VARIOUS NATIVE GRASSES, AND WILDFLOWERS SUCH AS COREOPSIS AND SALVIA. CONSULTING YOUR LoCcAL UF IFAS
EXTENSION OFFICE FOR REGION-SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS IS HIGHLY ADVISED.



QI How DOES MULCHING CONTRIBUTE TO A FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE?

A: MULCH/ ESPECIALLY ORGANIC MULCH, HELPS RETAIN SOIL MOISTURE BY REDUCING EVAPORATION, SUPPRESSES WEED
GROWTH, REGULATES SOIL TEMPERATURE, AND SLOWLY DECOMPOSES TO ENRICH THE SOIL WITH NUTRIENTS. THIS REDUCES THE
NEED FOR WATERING, WEEDING, AND FERTILIZING.

Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF ATTRACTING WILDLIFE IN FLORIDA-FRIENDLY L ANDSCAPING?

A: ATTRACTING WILDLIFE, SUCH AS BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES, IS A SIGN OF A HEALTHY ECOSYSTEM. BY PROVIDING NATIVE
PLANTS FOR FOOD AND SHELTER, AND CLEAN WATER SOURCES, YOU SUPPORT LOCAL BIODIVERSITY AND CREATE A MORE

DYNAMIC AND INTERESTING LANDSCAPE THAT IS LESS RELIANT ON HUMAN INTERVENTION FOR PEST CONTROL, AS NATURAL
PREDATORS CAN HELP MANAGE PESTS.

Q: Is IT POSSIBLE TO ELIMINATE THE USE OF CHEMICAL PESTICIDES ENTIRELY IN A
FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE?

A: WHILE COMPLETE ELIMINATION MIGHT BE CHALLENGING IN ALL SITUATIONS, THE GOAL IS TO SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE OR
ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR SYNTHETIC CHEMICAL PESTICIDES. THIS IS ACHIEVED THROUGH INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT <|PM),
FOCUSING ON PREVENTION, ENCOURAGING NATURAL PREDATORS, AND USING THE LEAST TOXIC METHODS AVAILABLE WHEN PEST
PROBLEMS ARISE.
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