
flock of crows is called
Flock of crows is called a "murder." This term has intrigued many bird enthusiasts and
casual observers alike, conjuring images of these intelligent and social creatures. Crows
are often associated with mystery and superstition, but they are also remarkable birds
known for their complex behaviors and social structures. In this article, we will explore
the etymology of the term "murder," delve into the behavior and characteristics of crows,
and examine other collective nouns used for various bird species.

The Etymology of "Murder" in Relation to Crows

The term "murder" to describe a flock of crows is steeped in folklore and historical
significance. Here are some key points regarding its origin:

Historical Context: The use of the word "murder" dates back to the 15th century. It1.
reflects the dark and ominous reputation that crows have garnered in various
cultures.

Folklore and Superstition: Crows have long been associated with death and the2.
supernatural. Their black feathers and scavenging habits have led to associations
with omens and misfortune.

Collective Nouns: In the English language, many collective nouns for animals were3.
born out of a time when people observed animal behavior and attributed human-like
qualities to them. The term "murder" fits this pattern, reflecting the perceived
sinister nature of crows.

Understanding Crows: Characteristics and
Behavior

Crows belong to the Corvidae family, which includes ravens, magpies, and jays. Here are
some fascinating characteristics and behaviors of crows:

Physical Characteristics

Crows are medium to large-sized birds, with the following physical features:

Color: Most crows are entirely black, with iridescent feathers that can shimmer in
the sunlight.



Size: The American crow, for example, typically measures about 17 to 21 inches in
length.

Beak: They possess a strong, straight bill that is well-suited for a varied diet.

Intelligence

Crows are renowned for their intelligence, which is comparable to that of primates. Some
aspects of their intelligence include:

Problem Solving: Crows can use tools to obtain food, showcasing their ability to
think critically.

Social Learning: They learn from one another, passing on knowledge within their
communities.

Memory: Crows have excellent memories, allowing them to remember human faces
and associate them with positive or negative experiences.

Social Behavior

Crows are highly social animals that live in family groups or larger flocks. Their social
behaviors include:

Cooperative Breeding: Young crows often help their parents raise the next
generation, learning valuable survival skills in the process.

Communication: Crows have a complex system of vocalizations and body language
to convey messages to one another.

Play: They engage in play, which is believed to be a crucial aspect of their social
interactions and mental development.

The Role of Crows in Ecosystems

Crows play a vital role in their ecosystems, contributing to both environmental balance
and human interests. Here are some ways they impact their surroundings:



Scavengers

Crows are opportunistic feeders and primarily consume:

Insects

Rodents

Fruits and seeds

Carrion

By scavenging for food, they help manage waste and prevent the spread of disease.

Seed Dispersers

Crows also contribute to plant health by acting as seed dispersers. When they consume
fruits and berries, they often transport seeds over long distances, aiding in the
propagation of various plant species.

Other Collective Nouns for Birds

The English language is rich with creative and often whimsical collective nouns for groups
of animals. Here are some examples of collective nouns for other bird species:

Unique Collective Nouns

Group of geese: A "gaggle" when on the ground, and a "skein" when flying.

Group of owls: A "parliament," reflecting their wise reputation.

Group of flamingos: A "flamboyance," highlighting their vibrant colors.

Group of finches: A "charm," emphasizing their delightful presence.

Group of swans: A "bevy" or "wedge," showcasing their grace.



The Cultural Impact of Crows

Crows have been depicted in various forms of art and literature, often symbolizing
mystery, intelligence, and sometimes foreboding. Here are some notable examples:

In Literature and Folklore

Crows appear in countless myths and stories across cultures:

Native American Mythology: Crows are often seen as tricksters and creators.

Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven": This poem features a raven, a close relative of the
crow, symbolizing loss and mourning.

In Celtic Folklore: Crows are associated with the goddess Morrigan, who
represents fate and war.

In Modern Media

Crows continue to capture the imagination of artists and filmmakers:

Film: Movies like "The Crow" and "Corvid" showcase the enigmatic nature of these
birds.

Visual Art: Many contemporary artists draw inspiration from crows for their
symbolism and striking appearance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the term flock of crows is called a "murder" is not just a quirky addition
to the English language but a reflection of the complex relationship between humans and
these enigmatic birds. Understanding their behaviors, intelligence, and ecological roles
helps demystify crows and appreciate their significance in our world. As we continue to
learn from these remarkable creatures, perhaps we can shift our perspective from one of
superstition to one of admiration.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a group of crows called?
A group of crows is commonly called a 'murder'.

Why is a group of crows referred to as a 'murder'?
The term 'murder' is believed to have originated from folklore and superstition associated
with crows, which are often linked to death and darkness.

Are there other names for a group of crows?
Yes, other terms include a 'horde' or a 'mob' of crows.

What behaviors do crows exhibit when they are in a
group?
Crows in a group may engage in social interactions, mobbing behavior to fend off
predators, and cooperative foraging.

How intelligent are crows when they are in a flock?
Crows are highly intelligent birds and exhibit problem-solving skills and social learning,
especially when they are in a group.

Do crows have a social hierarchy within their groups?
Yes, crows often establish a social hierarchy within their groups, with dominant and
subordinate individuals.

Can the term 'murder' apply to other birds?
While 'murder' specifically refers to crows, similar terms exist for other bird species; for
example, a group of ravens is called a 'constable'.

What is the significance of observing a murder of
crows?
Observing a murder of crows can indicate various ecological factors, such as the presence
of food sources or environmental changes.
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