
fleetwood mac tour history
Fleetwood Mac tour history is a fascinating journey that spans over five
decades, marked by iconic performances, lineup changes, and a profound impact
on the music industry. From their early days as a British blues band to their
transformation into a pop-rock powerhouse, Fleetwood Mac has captivated
audiences around the world with their timeless songs and dynamic stage
presence. This article delves into the rich history of Fleetwood Mac’s tours,
highlighting significant moments, changes in the band, and the evolution of
their live performances.

The Early Days: Formation and Initial Tours

Fleetwood Mac was formed in 1967 in London, originally as a blues-oriented
band. The founding members included guitarist Peter Green, drummer Mick
Fleetwood, and bassist John McVie. Their early tours primarily featured blues
music, and they quickly gained a following in the UK.

1967-1971: The Blues Era

During their initial years, Fleetwood Mac toured extensively within the UK
and Europe. Some highlights from this period include:

1968: Release of their self-titled debut album, which included tracks
like "Black Magic Woman."

1969: The band gained popularity with the release of “Then Play On,”
featuring the hit "Oh Well."

1970: Peter Green's departure led to a shift in the band’s musical
direction, prompting changes in their lineup.

The tours during this time laid the groundwork for Fleetwood Mac’s later
success, allowing them to build a loyal fan base.

The Transformation: Fleetwood Mac's Pop Era

The lineup changes and the introduction of new members in the early 1970s
were pivotal moments in Fleetwood Mac’s tour history. By 1974, the band had
welcomed Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks, which marked a significant
transformation in their sound and image.



1975: The Self-Titled Album and Breakthrough

In 1975, Fleetwood Mac released their self-titled album, which catapulted
them to international fame. The tour that followed was notable for several
reasons:

Stage Presence: The band’s live performances became more theatrical,
showcasing their chemistry and the dynamic between Buckingham and Nicks.

Setlist Changes: They began to incorporate more pop-rock elements into
their setlists, featuring hits like “Rhiannon” and “Landslide.”

Growing Popularity: The tour was a commercial success, solidifying their
status as a top-tier rock band.

1977: Rumours and Iconic Tours

The release of the album "Rumours" in 1977 was a watershed moment for
Fleetwood Mac. The album became one of the best-selling albums of all time,
and the subsequent tour was a massive success.

World Tour: The Rumours Tour saw the band performing in arenas across
North America and Europe, drawing huge crowds.

Emotional Performances: The personal relationships and tensions within
the band were palpable during live shows, adding a layer of depth to
their performances.

Hit Singles: Songs like "Go Your Own Way" and "Don't Stop" became
anthems, further enhancing their live presence.

The 1980s: Challenges and New Directions

The 1980s presented challenges for Fleetwood Mac, including personal
struggles and lineup changes that affected their touring schedule.

1980: Tusk and Experimental Tours

After the success of "Rumours," Fleetwood Mac released "Tusk" in 1979. The



subsequent tour in 1980 was marked by experimentation.

Diverse Setlist: The band incorporated new sounds and styles, showcasing
tracks like “Tusk” and “Sara.”

Innovative Performances: The tour featured elaborate stage designs and a
more diverse musical experience.

Mixed Reception: While the album was critically acclaimed, its
experimental nature led to mixed reactions from fans during live shows.

1987: Tango in the Night and Reunion Tours

After several years of personal and professional turmoil, Fleetwood Mac
reunited for the "Tango in the Night" tour in 1987.

Reinvigorated Lineup: The tour saw the return of the classic lineup,
sparking renewed interest in the band.

Major Hits: They performed hits from the "Tango in the Night" album,
including “Little Lies” and “Everywhere.”

Global Reach: The tour covered multiple continents, reaching fans in
Asia and Australia.

The 1990s and Beyond: Legacy and Continued
Touring

Fleetwood Mac’s legacy continued to grow in the 1990s and into the 21st
century, with several notable tours and reunions.

1997: The Dance and the Reunion Tour

In 1997, Fleetwood Mac celebrated their 20th anniversary with "The Dance," a
live album and concert that marked their reunion.

Live Album Success: The tour was accompanied by a live album that
showcased their greatest hits.



Nostalgic Performances: Fans were treated to a mix of classic hits and
newer material, evoking nostalgia and excitement.

Record-Breaking Attendance: The tour was one of their most successful,
with sold-out shows across North America.

2003-Present: A Legacy of Tours

Fleetwood Mac has continued to tour sporadically, celebrating their extensive
catalog and introducing new generations to their music.

2003-2004: The "Say You Will" tour showcased their newest material and
classic hits.

2013: They embarked on a highly successful reunion tour, which was
celebrated as a return to form.

2018: The "An Evening with Fleetwood Mac" tour featured a new lineup and
continued to draw massive crowds.

The Impact of Fleetwood Mac Tours on Music and
Culture

Fleetwood Mac’s tour history is not just a testament to their popularity but
also reflects their influence on music and culture. The band has consistently
pushed musical boundaries and has had a profound impact on both fans and
fellow artists.

Cultural Influence

The band’s music, characterized by its lyrical depth and emotional resonance,
has inspired countless artists across genres. Their tours have fostered a
sense of community among fans, creating a shared experience that transcends
generations.

Conclusion

The Fleetwood Mac tour history is a rich tapestry woven with creativity,



emotion, and musical evolution. From their humble beginnings in the late
1960s to their iconic status in the music industry today, each tour reflects
a chapter in their ongoing story. As they continue to perform and engage with
fans, Fleetwood Mac remains a vital part of the music landscape, proving that
their legacy is far from over. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer to
their music, experiencing Fleetwood Mac live is an unforgettable journey
through the sounds and stories that have shaped rock history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the first tour of Fleetwood Mac after the
addition of Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham?
The first tour after the addition of Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham was
the 'Fleetwood Mac Tour' in 1975, which supported their self-titled album.

How did Fleetwood Mac's 1997 reunion tour impact
their legacy?
The 1997 reunion tour, known as 'The Dance Tour,' marked the return of the
classic lineup and significantly boosted their legacy, introducing their
music to a new generation and leading to a successful live album.

What notable change occurred in Fleetwood Mac's
touring lineup in 2018?
In 2018, Fleetwood Mac announced that Lindsey Buckingham would not be touring
with the band, and they replaced him with Mike Campbell from Tom Petty and
the Heartbreakers and Neil Finn from Crowded House.

Which Fleetwood Mac tour featured the hit song 'Go
Your Own Way' prominently?
The 'Rumours Tour' in 1977 featured 'Go Your Own Way' prominently, as it was
one of the key tracks from their highly successful 'Rumours' album.

What was a significant factor in Fleetwood Mac's
continuous touring schedule over the decades?
A significant factor in Fleetwood Mac's continuous touring schedule has been
their ability to evolve musically and attract diverse audiences, along with
the enduring popularity of their classic hits.



How did Fleetwood Mac's 2020 tour plans change due
to the COVID-19 pandemic?
Fleetwood Mac's 2020 tour plans were affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
leading to cancellations and postponements, as the band prioritized the
health and safety of their fans and crew.
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