five percent nation history

Five Percent Nation history is a compelling narrative that intertwines the
socio-political landscape of the United States, particularly during the civil
rights movement, with the emergence of a unique religious and cultural
identity. Known officially as the Nation of Gods and Earths, the Five Percent
Nation was founded in the 1960s by Clarence 13X, a former member of the
Nation of Islam (NOI). This article explores the origins, beliefs, spread,
and cultural significance of the Five Percent Nation, illuminating its role
in shaping African American identity and its enduring impact on contemporary
society.

Origins of the Five Percent Nation

The Five Percent Nation traces its roots back to the Nation of Islam, a
religious movement founded in the 1930s that combined elements of traditional
Islam with African American culture. The Nation of Islam emphasized self-
sufficiency, racial pride, and economic independence, appealing to many
African Americans facing systemic racism.

Clarence 13X and the Split from the NOI

Clarence 13X, born Clarence Edward Smith in 1928, became a prominent figure
within the Nation of Islam. He was known for his deep charisma and ability to
connect with young African Americans. However, he eventually grew
disillusioned with the NOI's teachings and leadership, especially concerning
its views on personal freedom and interpretation of Islam.

In 1964, after being expelled from the Nation of Islam—reportedly for
advocating a more inclusive approach to religious teachings—Clarence 13X
founded the Five Percent Nation in Harlem, New York. He adopted the title
“Allah” (meaning God) and later became known as the “Father of the Five
Percent Nation.”

Core Beliefs and Teachings

The Five Percent Nation is characterized by a distinct set of beliefs that
diverge from traditional Islamic teachings. Its foundational philosophy
revolves around understanding one’s identity, social justice, and community
empowerment.

The Concept of the Five Percent

At the heart of the Five Percent Nation is the concept of the “Five Percent.”
According to the teachings of Clarence 13X, society is divided into three



groups:

1. The 85%: Those who are ignorant of the truth and are easily manipulated by
the 10%.

2. The 10%: The elite who control and exploit the masses for their gain.

3. The 5%: The enlightened individuals who understand their true nature and
strive to uplift the oppressed.

This framework encourages members to view themselves as part of the
enlightened minority, tasked with educating and elevating the 85%.

The Supreme Mathematics and Alphabet

The teachings of the Five Percent Nation also include the Supreme Mathematics
and Supreme Alphabet, which serve as a framework for understanding the
universe and one’s place in it.

- Supreme Mathematics: A numerical system representing various concepts, such
as knowledge (1), wisdom (2), and understanding (3).

- Supreme Alphabet: Each letter corresponds to a specific word or concept,
aiding members in communicating deeper meanings.

These systems are integral to the Five Percent Nation’s approach to education
and self-discovery, providing a unique linguistic framework that fosters
community and identity.

Spread and Influence

The Five Percent Nation began in Harlem but quickly spread to other urban
areas, particularly among African American youth. Its appeal was amplified by
the socio-political climate of the 1960s and 1970s.

The Role of Hip Hop Culture

One of the most significant factors contributing to the spread of the Five
Percent Nation was its deep connection with hip-hop culture. Many early hip-
hop artists, including influential figures such as:

- Rakim

- Nas

- Wu-Tang Clan

incorporated Five Percent teachings and terminology into their music. This
not only helped to popularize the ideology but also made it accessible to a
broader audience.

Community Engagement and Activism

In addition to its cultural influence, the Five Percent Nation has been



involved in various community initiatives. Members often engage in social
justice activism, focusing on issues such as:

- Education reform
- Economic empowerment
- Police brutality

Through these efforts, the Five Percent Nation has sought to uplift and
educate their communities, aligning closely with the broader civil rights
movement.

Cultural Significance

The Five Percent Nation has had a lasting impact on African American culture
and identity, contributing to discussions surrounding race, spirituality, and
empowerment.

A Unique Religious Movement

Though often categorized as a religious movement, the Five Percent Nation
also functions as a cultural and social organization. Its teachings provide a
sense of identity and purpose for many African Americans, particularly those
seeking alternatives to mainstream religious practices.

Influence on Contemporary Thought

The Five Percent Nation has inspired a new generation of thinkers, artists,
and activists. Its emphasis on self-knowledge and empowerment resonates with
contemporary movements such as Black Lives Matter and other social justice
initiatives. The Nation’s teachings encourage individuals to understand their
history and identity, fostering a sense of pride and resilience.

Challenges and Criticism

Despite its positive contributions, the Five Percent Nation has faced
criticism, particularly concerning its exclusivity and interpretation of
Islam. Some critics argue that its teachings can be misinterpreted or
misused. Additionally, the Nation has been scrutinized for its views on women
and gender roles.

However, many followers argue that the Five Percent Nation promotes
empowerment and self-determination, allowing individuals to define their own
paths. The movement continually evolves, incorporating new ideas while
remaining rooted in its foundational beliefs.



Conclusion

The history of the Five Percent Nation is a testament to the resilience and
creativity of African American culture. From its origins in the turbulent
1960s to its lasting influence on contemporary society, the Five Percent
Nation offers a unique perspective on identity, empowerment, and community.
By providing a framework for understanding one’s place in the world, the
Nation has inspired countless individuals to seek knowledge, embrace their
heritage, and engage in activism.

As we continue to navigate the complexities of race, identity, and
spirituality in today’s society, the teachings of the Five Percent Nation
remain relevant, challenging individuals to strive for enlightenment and
uplift their communities. Through its rich history and cultural significance,
the Five Percent Nation stands as a powerful example of the ongoing quest for
self-determination and social justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Five Percent Nation?

The Five Percent Nation, also known as the Nation of Gods and Earths, is a
cultural movement that originated in the 1960s in the United States, focusing
on the teachings of the Nation of Islam and emphasizing self-knowledge,
empowerment, and the importance of education.

Who founded the Five Percent Nation?

The Five Percent Nation was founded by Clarence 13X, also known as Allah the
Father, in 1964 after he broke away from the Nation of Islam to create a new
organization focusing on the teachings of Islam and the empowerment of Black
people.

What does the term 'Five Percent' refer to?

The term 'Five Percent' refers to the belief that only 5% of the population
knows the truth about existence and shares it with the other 85%, who are
considered to be the 'deaf, dumb, and blind,' while the remaining 10% are the
elite who manipulate the masses.

What are the core beliefs of the Five Percent
Nation?

Core beliefs include the idea that Black people are the original people of
the planet, the importance of education and self-knowledge, the concept of
God being within oneself, and the significance of mathematics as a language



of truth.

How has the Five Percent Nation influenced hip-hop
culture?

The Five Percent Nation has had a significant impact on hip-hop culture, with
many artists incorporating its teachings and terminology into their music,
including groups such as Wu-Tang Clan and artists like Nas and Big Daddy
Kane.

What is the 'Supreme Mathematics' in the Five
Percent Nation?

Supreme Mathematics is a system of numbers and their meanings that the Five
Percent Nation uses to understand the world and one's self, where each number
corresponds to a concept or principle that guides their philosophy.

What role does language play in the Five Percent
Nation?

Language is crucial in the Five Percent Nation as they have their own
lexicon, which includes unique terms and phrases that convey specific
meanings and concepts central to their beliefs and teachings.

How does the Five Percent Nation view education?

The Five Percent Nation places a strong emphasis on education, believing that
knowledge is key to empowerment and that individuals must seek out knowledge
for themselves to understand their true identity and purpose.

What is the significance of the 'God' concept in the
Five Percent Nation?

In the Five Percent Nation, the concept of 'God' is viewed as an inherent
quality within every individual, particularly Black men, who are seen as
'gods' empowered to create their own reality and influence the world around
them.

What are some criticisms of the Five Percent Nation?

Critics of the Five Percent Nation argue that its teachings can be
exclusionary and that its focus on race may alienate individuals from other
backgrounds. Additionally, some express concern over the potential for
dogmatism within the movement.
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