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Franklin D. Roosevelt's first inaugural address, delivered on March 4, 1933, is one of the most iconic
speeches in American history. In the wake of the Great Depression, Roosevelt's words aimed to
reassure a nation grappling with economic despair and uncertainty. This article explores crucial
insights and answers to common questions regarding the address, its historical context, themes, and
rhetorical strategies, serving as a comprehensive worksheet for students and educators alike.

Historical Context

The early 1930s were marked by a severe economic downturn in the United States known as the
Great Depression. Following the stock market crash of 1929, unemployment soared, banks failed,
and millions of Americans found themselves living in poverty. When Roosevelt took office, his
primary challenge was to restore public confidence and implement effective measures to combat the
economic crisis.

Key Events Leading to the Address

1. The Stock Market Crash: The market crash of October 1929 led to widespread financial ruin.
2. Bank Failures: Thousands of banks closed their doors, leaving depositors with empty pockets.
3. Unemployment Rates: By 1933, unemployment had reached approximately 25%.
4. Hoover’s Administration: Herbert Hoover’s presidency was marked by inaction and a lack of
effective relief measures, which contributed to public disillusionment.

Overview of the Address

Roosevelt's inaugural address was not just a speech; it was a call to action, a declaration of intent,
and a reassurance to the American people. The address is famous for its memorable phrase, "the
only thing we have to fear is fear itself," which encapsulated the spirit of hope and resilience he
sought to instill.

Structure of the Address

1. Opening Remarks: Roosevelt begins with gratitude and acknowledges the challenges facing the
nation.
2. Recognition of the Crisis: He openly discusses the dire economic conditions and the widespread
suffering.



3. Call to Action: Roosevelt emphasizes the need for collective effort to overcome adversity.
4. Vision for Recovery: He outlines a roadmap for government intervention and reform.
5. Conclusion: The address ends with a message of hope and determination.

Key Themes and Rhetorical Strategies

Roosevelt’s address is rich in themes and employs various rhetorical strategies that enhance its
impact.

Key Themes

1. Fear and Confidence: Roosevelt acknowledges the fears of the American people but insists that
overcoming these fears is crucial for recovery.
2. Unity and Collective Action: He emphasizes the need for Americans to come together to face the
economic challenges.
3. Government’s Role: A significant shift in the perception of government’s role is introduced,
asserting that it must take an active role in economic recovery.
4. Hope and Renewal: The speech is imbued with a sense of hope, urging citizens to believe in their
power to change their circumstances.

Rhetorical Strategies

1. Repetition: The use of repetition, particularly of the phrase "the only thing we have to fear,"
reinforces key messages.
2. Imagery: Vivid imagery helps illustrate the severity of the situation and the urgency for action.
3. Inclusive Language: The use of "we" and "us" creates a sense of unity and shared purpose among
listeners.
4. Historical Allusion: Roosevelt references the nation’s past struggles to highlight resilience and the
ability to overcome adversity.

Important Quotes from the Address

Several quotes from Roosevelt's inaugural address have become etched in the American
consciousness. Here are a few key excerpts:

1. "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself."
2. "This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper."
3. "In every dark hour of our national life, a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that
understanding and support of the people themselves which is essential to victory."

Each of these quotes encapsulates important elements of Roosevelt’s message and offers insights
into his leadership philosophy.



Worksheet Questions and Answers

To facilitate understanding of the address, here are some common questions and their
corresponding answers:

Questions

1. What was the primary message of Roosevelt's inaugural address?
2. How did Roosevelt address the issue of fear in his speech?
3. What role did Roosevelt envision for the government in economic recovery?
4. Can you identify examples of rhetorical strategies used in the address?
5. What historical context influenced the content of the address?

Answers

1. The primary message was one of hope and resilience, emphasizing that collective action could
overcome fear and despair.
2. Roosevelt addressed fear by stating that fear itself was the greatest obstacle, urging Americans to
face their challenges with courage.
3. Roosevelt envisioned an active role for the government, asserting that it must intervene in the
economy to restore stability and confidence.
4. Examples of rhetorical strategies include repetition (fear), vivid imagery (dark hour), and inclusive
language (we, us).
5. The historical context includes the Great Depression, the stock market crash, and widespread
unemployment, all of which shaped the urgency of his message.

Conclusion

Franklin D. Roosevelt's first inaugural address remains a powerful testament to the resilience of the
American spirit in the face of adversity. His ability to articulate the fears and hopes of a nation at a
crossroads helped to establish a new relationship between the government and its citizens. As
students reflect on this landmark speech, they not only gain insights into the historical context of the
1930s but also understand the enduring relevance of Roosevelt’s message of unity, action, and hope
in overcoming challenges. This worksheet serves as a valuable resource for exploring the address's
themes, rhetorical strategies, and historical significance, making it an essential tool for educators
and students alike.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was the primary purpose of Franklin D. Roosevelt's first
inaugural address in 1933?
The primary purpose was to reassure the American public during the Great Depression and to
outline his plans for recovery.

What famous phrase did FDR use in his inaugural address to
address the nation's fears?
He famously stated, 'The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.'

How did FDR address the economic situation in his inaugural
address?
He acknowledged the severity of the economic crisis and emphasized the need for action and
government intervention.

What tone did FDR adopt in his first inaugural address?
FDR adopted a hopeful and reassuring tone, aimed at instilling confidence in the American people.

Which key principles did Roosevelt emphasize in his inaugural
address?
He emphasized the principles of unity, collective action, and the government’s responsibility to
assist citizens.

What specific policies did FDR hint at in his inaugural
address?
He hinted at implementing a series of economic reforms and recovery programs known as the New
Deal.

How did Roosevelt’s address reflect his understanding of the
challenges facing the country?
His address reflected a deep understanding of the economic despair and the need for swift and
decisive government action.

What impact did FDR's inaugural address have on public
sentiment?
It significantly boosted public morale and instilled a sense of hope and determination among
Americans.



How long was Franklin D. Roosevelt's first inaugural address?
The address was approximately 20 minutes long.

What was the historical context of FDR's first inaugural
address?
It was delivered during the Great Depression, a time of widespread economic hardship and
uncertainty in the United States.
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