first days of school by harry wong

First Days of School by Harry Wong is a seminal work that highlights the
importance of establishing a positive and productive classroom environment
from the very beginning of the school year. With a focus on strategies and
techniques that educators can implement to ensure a successful start, Wong's
insights are valuable for both new and seasoned teachers. This article will
explore the key principles outlined in Wong's work, the significance of the
first days in the academic year, and practical applications for creating an
effective learning atmosphere.

The Importance of the First Days of School

The first days of school are crucial for several reasons:

1. Setting the Tone: The initial interactions between teachers and students
lay the groundwork for the entire academic year. A welcoming environment
fosters student engagement and motivation.

2. Establishing Expectations: Clear expectations regarding behavior,
classroom procedures, and academic standards must be communicated early to
minimize confusion and promote a culture of respect and responsibility.

3. Building Relationships: The first few days provide an excellent
opportunity for teachers to connect with students, learn about their
backgrounds, and understand their individual needs.

4. Creating a Classroom Community: A strong sense of belonging can be
established by engaging in team-building activities and icebreakers, helping
students feel comfortable and valued.

Key Principles from Harry Wong

Harry Wong emphasizes several essential principles that educators should
consider during the first days of school. These principles serve as
guidelines to enhance classroom management and promote a positive learning
environment.

1. The Power of Preparation

Preparation is a cornerstone of Wong's philosophy. Teachers should start the
school year with a well-organized classroom and a clear plan. Preparation
involves:



- Classroom Setup: Create a welcoming and inclusive space that reflects the
values of the school and the diversity of the students. Arrange desks in a
way that encourages collaboration and interaction.

- Syllabus and Curriculum: Develop a syllabus that outlines the course
objectives, expectations, and grading policies. This document should be clear
and accessible to all students.

- Materials and Resources: Ensure that all necessary materials are available
and easily accessible to students. This includes textbooks, supplies, and
technology.

2. Establishing Rules and Procedures

Wong stresses the importance of establishing clear rules and procedures from
day one. Teachers should:

- Develop Classroom Rules: Collaborate with students to create a set of rules
that promote respect, responsibility, and safety. This collaborative approach
encourages ownership and accountability.

- Teach Procedures: Clearly explain and demonstrate classroom procedures,
such as how to enter the classroom, submit assignments, and participate in
discussions. Repeated practice reinforces these procedures and helps students
internalize them.

3. Building Relationships with Students

Creating strong relationships with students is vital for fostering a
supportive learning environment. Wong recommends:

- Getting to Know Students: Take time to learn names and personal interests.
This can be facilitated through icebreaker activities or one-on-one
conversations.

- Show Genuine Interest: Express enthusiasm for students' achievements and
show empathy for their challenges. This builds trust and encourages open
communication.

4. Engaging Students from the Start

Engagement is key to motivating students to participate actively in their
learning. Wong suggests:

- Interactive Activities: Incorporate games, group discussions, and hands-on
projects that capture students' attention and encourage collaboration.

- Establish Learning Goals: Clearly communicate the learning objectives for
each lesson. When students understand the purpose of their activities, they
are more likely to engage fully.



Practical Applications for Educators

Implementing Wong's principles requires careful planning and execution. Here
are some practical strategies that educators can adopt during the first days
of school.

1. Create a Warm Welcome

- Greet Students at the Door: A warm greeting sets a positive tone for the
day. Make eye contact, smile, and use students' names to create a
personalized experience.

- Welcome Messages: Display welcoming messages or decorations in the
classroom that reflect an inclusive atmosphere.

2. Conduct Icebreaker Activities

Icebreaker activities can help students get to know each other and feel
comfortable in the classroom. Consider the following:

- Two Truths and a Lie: Each student shares two true statements and one false
statement about themselves. The class then guesses which statement is the
lie.

- Classroom Bingo: Create bingo cards with various student characteristics or
interests. Students must mingle to find classmates who match the
descriptions.

3. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids can enhance understanding and retention of information. Wong
encourages the use of:

- Posters and Charts: Display classroom rules, procedures, and learning goals
prominently. Visual reminders can help reinforce expectations.

- Interactive Whiteboards: Utilize technology to engage students and present
information dynamically.

4. Encourage Student Input

Involve students in decision-making processes to foster ownership of their
learning environment. Here are some ideas:

- Classroom Agreements: After establishing rules, ask students to suggest



additional agreements that promote a positive atmosphere.
- Feedback Sessions: Conduct regular feedback sessions where students can
express their thoughts on classroom activities and suggest improvements.

Conclusion

The insights and strategies presented in Harry Wong's First Days of School
provide a valuable framework for educators aiming to create an effective
learning environment. By prioritizing preparation, establishing clear rules
and procedures, building relationships, and engaging students from day one,
teachers can set the stage for a successful academic year. The first days of
school are not merely a formality; they are a pivotal time that can
significantly influence students' attitudes and performance throughout the
year. By implementing Wong's principles, educators can ensure a positive and
productive start to the school year, ultimately benefiting their students'
learning experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Harry Wong's approach to
the first days of school?

Harry Wong emphasizes the importance of establishing a positive classroom
environment and setting clear expectations for behavior and learning right
from the first day.

How does Harry Wong suggest teachers prepare for the
first day of school?

Wong advises teachers to plan detailed lessons that include classroom
procedures, rules, and engaging activities to build relationships with
students and create a welcoming atmosphere.

What role do classroom procedures play in Harry
Wong's first day strategy?

Classroom procedures are crucial in Wong's strategy as they help students
understand how to navigate the classroom smoothly, which reduces confusion
and maximizes instructional time.

What key message does Harry Wong convey about the
importance of the first day of school?

Wong conveys that the first day sets the tone for the entire school year, and



teachers have a unique opportunity to inspire students and establish a
foundation for success.

Can you describe an effective activity recommended
by Harry Wong for the first day of school?

Wong recommends icebreaker activities that encourage students to introduce
themselves and share personal interests, fostering connections and a sense of
community among classmates.
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