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The FINRA Series 63 Exam, formally known as the Uniform Securities Agent
State Law Examination, is a crucial certification for individuals looking to
become securities agents in the United States. This exam is administered by
the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and is designed to test
the knowledge of candidates regarding state securities regulations and laws.
It serves as a prerequisite for individuals who wish to sell securities
within a specific state, ensuring they understand both the legal framework
and ethical standards required in the industry.

Overview of the FINRA Series 63 Exam

The Series 63 Exam is primarily focused on state securities laws. It covers a
variety of topics that are essential for any securities agent to know,
including:

- State Securities Acts: Laws governing the registration of securities and
securities professionals.
- Prohibited Practices: Understanding what constitutes illegal actions in
securities transactions, such as fraud and insider trading.
- Regulatory Agencies: Knowledge of agencies that enforce state laws and
regulations.
- Ethical Practices: Importance of maintaining ethical standards in
securities dealings.

The exam is designed to ensure that candidates possess the necessary
knowledge to protect investors and maintain the integrity of the securities
market.

Who Needs to Take the Series 63 Exam?

The Series 63 Exam is required for:

- Prospective Securities Agents: Individuals seeking to register as
securities agents in any U.S. state must pass the Series 63 Exam.
- Registered Representatives: Those who have already passed other FINRA exams
but wish to expand their scope of practice into new states.

It is important to note that while the Series 63 is essential for state
registration, it does not replace other licensing exams such as the Series 7
or Series 6, which are needed to sell specific types of securities.



Exam Structure and Content

Exam Format

The Series 63 Exam consists of:

- Number of Questions: 60 questions
- Type of Questions: Multiple-choice
- Duration: 75 minutes
- Passing Score: 72% (or 43 correct answers out of 60)

The questions are designed to test a candidate’s understanding of state laws
and regulations, as well as their ability to apply that knowledge in real-
world scenarios.

Content Areas

The exam is divided into several key content areas, which include:

1. Knowledge of the Securities Business (20% of the Exam)
- Understanding types of securities and investment products.
- Familiarity with market participants and their roles.

2. Understanding Regulatory Framework (30% of the Exam)
- Overview of the state regulatory environment, including the role of the
NASAA (North American Securities Administrators Association).
- Knowledge of the Uniform Securities Act.

3. Client Representation (25% of the Exam)
- Understanding client needs and objectives.
- Importance of disclosure and fiduciary responsibilities.

4. Prohibited Practices (25% of the Exam)
- Identifying fraudulent practices and other violations.
- Understanding the consequences of unethical behavior in securities
transactions.

Preparing for the Series 63 Exam

Preparation is key to successfully passing the Series 63 Exam. Here are some
effective strategies:



Study Materials

- Textbooks and Study Guides: Invest in comprehensive study materials that
cover all exam topics.
- Online Courses: Many educational institutions and training companies offer
online courses specifically designed for the Series 63 Exam.
- Practice Exams: Utilize practice tests to familiarize yourself with the
exam format and types of questions.

Study Tips

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times each week for studying to
ensure consistent progress.
2. Focus on Weak Areas: Identify topics that are challenging and dedicate
extra time to mastering them.
3. Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding and
retention of information.
4. Use Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts to aid in
memorization.

Registration and Fees

To take the Series 63 Exam, candidates must first register through FINRA. The
process involves:

1. Filing for Registration: Candidates must complete the appropriate
registration forms through a FINRA-member firm.
2. Exam Fees: The cost to take the Series 63 Exam is typically around $147,
though this may vary by state or firm.

After registration, candidates will receive instructions on how to schedule
their exam date and location.

Exam Day: What to Expect

On the day of the exam, candidates should:

- Arrive Early: Arriving at least 30 minutes before the scheduled exam time
can help reduce anxiety.
- Bring Required Identification: Valid government-issued ID is usually
required for admission to the testing center.
- Follow Test Center Rules: Familiarize yourself with the testing center's
policies to ensure a smooth testing experience.



After the Exam: Results and Next Steps

Candidates will receive their results immediately after completing the exam.
If successful, they can proceed to register with the appropriate state
regulatory authority. In case of a failure, candidates can retake the exam
after a waiting period, which is typically 30 days.

Conclusion

The FINRA Series 63 Exam plays a vital role in ensuring that securities
agents are knowledgeable about state laws and ethical practices. Proper
preparation and understanding of the exam structure can significantly enhance
the chances of success. For those looking to pursue a career in the
securities industry, passing the Series 63 Exam is a foundational step toward
achieving professional goals and contributing to a fair and transparent
securities market. Whether you are a seasoned professional or a newcomer,
mastering the content of the Series 63 will equip you with the essential
tools needed for a successful career in finance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the FINRA Series 63 exam primarily designed
to assess?
The FINRA Series 63 exam is designed to assess a candidate's knowledge of
state securities regulations and laws, as well as their understanding of
ethical practices related to the sale of securities.

How many questions are on the Series 63 exam, and
what is the passing score?
The Series 63 exam consists of 60 multiple-choice questions, and a passing
score is typically 72%, which means a candidate must correctly answer at
least 43 questions.

What is the duration of the Series 63 exam?
Candidates are given 75 minutes to complete the Series 63 exam.

Who is required to take the Series 63 exam?
The Series 63 exam is generally required for individuals who wish to work as
securities agents in states that require licensure, particularly after
passing another qualifying exam, like the Series 7.



What topics are covered in the Series 63 exam?
The Series 63 exam covers topics such as state securities acts, regulations,
prohibited practices, and the responsibilities of securities agents.

Is the Series 63 exam a prerequisite for other
licenses?
Yes, while the Series 63 exam is not a prerequisite for other licenses, many
states require it in conjunction with other qualifications, such as the
Series 7 or Series 6.

How can candidates prepare for the Series 63 exam?
Candidates can prepare for the Series 63 exam by studying official FINRA
materials, taking practice exams, enrolling in prep courses, and reviewing
relevant state regulations.
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