filemaker pro version history

FileMaker Pro version history is a fascinating exploration of how one of the
most popular database management software applications has evolved over the
years. Since its inception in the late 1980s, FileMaker Pro has undergone
numerous updates and enhancements, continually adapting to the needs of its
users. This article will delve into the highlights of each version, the
significant features introduced, and the impact these changes have had on the
software's functionality and user experience.

Early Beginnings: FileMaker Pro 1.0 to 2.0

FileMaker Pro was first introduced in 1985 as a Mac-only product. The
software was designed to be a user-friendly database application, appealing
to those who were not necessarily tech-savvy.

FileMaker Pro 1.0 (1985)

- Release Date: 1985

- Key Features:

- Simple interface for creating and managing databases.
- Ability to create layouts for data entry.

- Basic reporting features.

FileMaker Pro 1.0 set the stage for future database applications by providing
an easy entry point for users unfamiliar with programming or database
management.

FileMaker Pro 2.0 (1990)

- Release Date: 1990

- Key Features:

- Multi-user support for the first time.

- Enhanced layout capabilities.

- Introduction of scripts for automating tasks.

The second version significantly expanded the software's capabilities,
allowing teams to collaborate and automate processes, which was a game
changer for many businesses.

The Growth Years: FileMaker Pro 3.0 to 5.0

The 1990s saw rapid advancements in FileMaker Pro, with each version



introducing notable enhancements.

FileMaker Pro 3.0 (1995)

- Release Date: 1995

- Key Features:

- Support for OLE (Object Linking and Embedding).

- Enhanced calculation engine.

- Introduction of the “Web Companion” for basic web integration.

This version marked FileMaker Pro’'s foray into the web, paving the way for
future integrations and online capabilities.

FileMaker Pro 4.0 (1997)

- Release Date: 1997

- Key Features:

- Improved user interface with customizable toolbars.

- Enhanced scripting capabilities, including the ability to create custom
functions.

- Support for relational databases.

FileMaker Pro 4.0 was crucial in making the software more accessible and
powerful, allowing users to create more complex applications.

FileMaker Pro 5.0 (1999)

- Release Date: 1999

- Key Features:

- Introduction of the "FileMaker Web Publishing" feature.
- Support for XML data import and export.

- Enhanced performance and stability.

This version reinforced FileMaker Pro’s position as a leading solution for

database management, particularly for businesses looking to leverage the
internet.

Modernization: FileMaker Pro 6.0 to 9.0

As technology advanced, so did FileMaker Pro, with the early 2000s bringing
substantial improvements.

FileMaker Pro 6.0 (2002)
- Release Date: 2002



- Key Features:

- Introduction of the "FileMaker Server" for better multi-user capabilities.
- Enhanced security features, including encryption.

- New layout tools that improved user experience.

This version was pivotal in ensuring that FileMaker Pro could compete with
enterprise-level solutions by providing robust security and server
capabilities.

FileMaker Pro 7.0 (2004)

- Release Date: 2004

- Key Features:

- Complete overhaul of the user interface.

- Introduction of the new relational database model.
- Improved scripting and calculation functions.

The redesign in FileMaker Pro 7.0 was significant; it modernized the software
and made it easier to create complex databases without extensive programming
knowledge.

FileMaker Pro 8.0 (2005)

- Release Date: 2005

- Key Features:

- Enhanced reporting features with charts and graphs.

- Introduction of the "FileMaker Go" for mobile access.
- Support for PDF generation.

FileMaker Pro 8.0 also began to bridge the gap between desktop and mobile
solutions, recognizing the increasing importance of mobile access.

FileMaker Pro 9.0 (2006)

- Release Date: 2006

- Key Features:

- Introduction of the "FileMaker Data Viewer" for debugging scripts.
- Enhanced security with user accounts and privileges.

- Improved integration with Microsoft Office.

With version 9, FileMaker Pro demonstrated a commitment to security and
integration, essential for business applications.

Recent Developments: FileMaker Pro 10.0 to 19.0

The 2010s brought significant features and enhancements that reflected user



feedback and technological advancements.

FileMaker Pro 10.0 (2009)

- Release Date: 2009

- Key Features:

- Enhanced user interface with a more modern design.

- Introduction of the "FileMaker Server 10" for improved performance.
- New calculation functions and script steps.

FileMaker Pro 10.0 was a step towards modernizing the application’s interface
while also improving backend performance.

FileMaker Pro 11.0 (2010)

- Release Date: 2010

- Key Features:

- Introduction of new themes and styles for layout design.

- Enhanced reporting features with sub-summary reports.

- Support for interactive containers for multimedia objects.

This version focused on enhancing user experience with design and multimedia
capabilities.

FileMaker Pro 12.0 (2012)

- Release Date: 2012

- Key Features:

- Major redesign of the layout and script workspace.

- Introduction of "FileMaker WebDirect" for browser-based access.
- Enhanced mobile capabilities with "FileMaker Go 12."

FileMaker Pro 12.0 marked a turning point towards greater web and mobile
integration, catering to the changing landscape of software usage.

FileMaker Pro 13.0 (2013)

- Release Date: 2013

- Key Features:

- Introduction of the "Dashboard" for data visualization.
- Enhanced support for external SQL data sources.

- Improved performance and stability.

Version 13 focused on data visualization, making it easier for users to
interpret data at a glance.



FileMaker Pro 14.0 (2015)

- Release Date: 2015

- Key Features:

- Introduction of new data import tools.

- Enhanced security features for mobile devices.
- Improved JSON support for data interchange.

With growing concerns regarding data security, FileMaker Pro 14.0 responded
with robust security features and better data handling capabilities.

FileMaker Pro 19.0 (2020)

- Release Date: 2020

- Key Features:

- Introduction of new AI-driven features like "Smart Assist."
- Support for dark mode.

- Enhanced integration with third-party APIs.

The latest version showcases a commitment to incorporating modern technology
trends, such as artificial intelligence and improved user interface options.

Conclusion

The FileMaker Pro version history reflects the ongoing evolution of database
management software in response to user needs and technological advancements.
From its humble beginnings in the 1980s to its current status as a powerful,
multi-platform solution, FileMaker Pro has continually adapted to the
changing landscape. Each version has brought enhancements that not only
improved functionality but also user experience, ensuring that it remains a
relevant tool for businesses and individuals alike. As we look to the future,
it will be exciting to see what innovations FileMaker will introduce next,
continuing its legacy as a leader in the database management space.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is FileMaker Pro?

FileMaker Pro is a cross-platform relational database application from Claris
International, a subsidiary of Apple Inc., used for creating custom apps for
business and personal use.

How often does FileMaker Pro release updates?

FileMaker Pro typically releases major updates annually, with minor updates



and patches released periodically to address bugs and add features.

What were the major features introduced in FileMaker
Pro 197

FileMaker Pro 19 introduced new features such as the ability to create custom
apps more easily with a new interface, enhanced JavaScript integration, and
new data visualization tools.

What is the significance of FileMaker Pro 18?

FileMaker Pro 18 was significant for introducing features like improved
container field storage options, more robust API capabilities, and enhanced
performance for larger databases.

What advancements were made in FileMaker Pro 177

FileMaker Pro 17 focused on usability improvements, including a new layout
mode, the introduction of a Dark Mode, and enhanced scripting capabilities
for better automation.

What is the latest version of FileMaker Pro as of
October 20237

As of October 2023, the latest version of FileMaker Pro is FileMaker Pro 20,
which features enhanced security, improved integrations, and advanced AI
capabilities.

What changes were made to the licensing model in
recent FileMaker Pro versions?

Recent versions of FileMaker Pro have transitioned to a subscription-based
licensing model, allowing users to access the latest features and updates
without needing to purchase new licenses outright.

How has FileMaker Pro evolved since its initial
release?

Since its initial release in 1985, FileMaker Pro has evolved from a simple
database application to a powerful platform for creating custom apps,
integrating web technologies, and supporting cloud-based solutions.

Are there significant performance improvements in
FileMaker Pro 20 compared to previous versions?

Yes, FileMaker Pro 20 includes performance optimizations that improve loading
times, responsiveness, and overall efficiency when working with larger data



sets.

What are the support and compatibility features of
FileMaker Pro 207?

FileMaker Pro 20 offers enhanced support for various operating systems,
including mac0S and Windows, as well as compatibility with mobile devices and
cloud services for greater accessibility.
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