
figurative language worksheets for middle
school
Figurative language worksheets for middle school are essential tools for educators aiming to
enhance students' understanding and appreciation of language. Figurative language encompasses
various literary devices such as similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole, and idioms, which
enrich writing and speech. Middle school is a crucial time for students to delve deeper into these
concepts, as they begin to explore more complex texts and develop their own writing styles. This
article will discuss the importance of figurative language, the types of figurative language commonly
taught, and how worksheets can aid in teaching these concepts effectively.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language refers to the use of words and phrases that convey meanings beyond their
literal interpretations. It allows writers to express ideas in imaginative and vivid ways, enhancing
the reader's experience. Here are some reasons why understanding figurative language is vital for
middle school students:

1. Enhances Comprehension: Students who grasp figurative language are better equipped to
understand nuances in texts, leading to improved reading comprehension skills.
2. Promotes Creativity: Learning to use figurative language encourages creativity in writing, helping
students express their thoughts more vividly.
3. Improves Communication: Mastery of these concepts allows students to communicate more
effectively, whether in writing or speaking.
4. Engages Interest: Figurative language often makes texts more interesting and relatable, capturing
students' attention and fostering a love for literature.

Types of Figurative Language

Understanding the different types of figurative language is crucial for middle school students. Here
are some of the most common types they will encounter:

1. Simile
A simile makes a comparison between two unlike things using the words "like" or "as." For example:
- "Her smile was as bright as the sun."
- "He runs like the wind."

2. Metaphor
A metaphor also compares two unlike things but does so directly, without using "like" or "as." For
example:



- "Time is a thief."
- "The classroom was a zoo."

3. Personification
Personification gives human traits to non-human objects or abstract ideas. For example:
- "The wind whispered through the trees."
- "Opportunity knocked on the door."

4. Hyperbole
Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement not meant to be taken literally. For example:
- "I'm so hungry I could eat a horse."
- "I've told you a million times."

5. Idioms
Idioms are phrases that have a figurative meaning different from their literal meaning. For example:
- "It's raining cats and dogs."
- "Break a leg."

Benefits of Using Figurative Language Worksheets

Figurative language worksheets for middle school provide structured and engaging activities that
reinforce the learning of these concepts. Here are several benefits of using worksheets in the
classroom:

1. Practice and Reinforcement: Worksheets offer students the opportunity to practice identifying and
using figurative language in a variety of contexts, reinforcing what they have learned.
2. Assessment Tool: Teachers can use worksheets to assess students' understanding of figurative
language, identifying areas that may require additional focus.
3. Variety of Activities: Worksheets can include a range of activities, such as matching, fill-in-the-
blank, and creative writing prompts, catering to different learning styles.
4. Encourages Collaboration: Worksheets can be used in group settings, fostering collaboration
among students as they work together to understand and apply figurative language.

Designing Effective Figurative Language Worksheets

When designing worksheets focused on figurative language, several key factors should be
considered to ensure they are effective and engaging for middle school students:



1. Clear Instructions
- Use simple and straightforward language.
- Include examples to illustrate what is expected.

2. Variety of Activities
- Include different types of exercises (e.g., multiple-choice questions, matching exercises, and
creative writing prompts).
- Incorporate games or puzzles related to figurative language.

3. Relevant Texts
- Use excerpts from literature that contain rich examples of figurative language.
- Choose texts that are age-appropriate and relatable to students' experiences.

4. Visual Aids
- Incorporate images or diagrams that represent figurative language concepts.
- Use charts to summarize different types of figurative language.

Examples of Figurative Language Worksheets

Here are some examples of activities that can be included in figurative language worksheets for
middle school:

1. Identifying Figurative Language
Provide students with a passage and have them underline or highlight instances of similes,
metaphors, and personification.

2. Matching Game
Create a matching activity where students connect definitions to the correct type of figurative
language. For example:
- Column A: "A comparison without using 'like' or 'as'"
- Column B: "Metaphor"

3. Fill-in-the-Blank Sentences
Write sentences with missing figurative language elements and have students fill in the blanks. For
example:
- "The stars were ________ (like diamonds) in the night sky."



4. Creative Writing Prompt
Ask students to write a short paragraph using at least three different types of figurative language.
This exercise encourages them to apply what they've learned in a creative context.

5. Figurative Language Scavenger Hunt
Have students search for examples of figurative language in a book or text they are currently
reading. They can list the examples and identify which type of figurative language they found.

Integrating Technology in Figurative Language
Learning

In today’s digital age, integrating technology into figurative language lessons can enhance
engagement and accessibility. Here are some ways to do that:

1. Online Quizzes and Games: Utilize platforms like Kahoot or Quizlet to create interactive quizzes
focused on figurative language.
2. Digital Worksheets: Use Google Docs or other online tools to create and share worksheets that
students can complete digitally.
3. Multimedia Resources: Incorporate videos that explain figurative language concepts or provide
examples from popular songs and literature.

Conclusion

Figurative language worksheets for middle school serve as vital resources in helping students
understand and engage with the rich tapestry of language. By providing structured practice,
assessment opportunities, and a variety of activities, these worksheets can enhance students'
reading and writing skills. As educators focus on integrating these tools into their curriculum, they
can foster a deeper appreciation for language and literature among their students. With the right
approach, middle school can become a transformative time for students as they learn to navigate the
complexities and creativity of figurative language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of figurative language are commonly covered in
middle school worksheets?
Common types of figurative language covered include similes, metaphors, personification,
hyperbole, idioms, and imagery.



How can figurative language worksheets enhance students'
understanding of literature?
These worksheets help students identify and analyze figurative language in texts, improving their
comprehension and appreciation of literary devices.

What are some engaging activities included in figurative
language worksheets for middle school?
Activities often include matching figurative language examples with definitions, creating original
sentences using figurative language, and analyzing excerpts from literature.

How can teachers assess students' mastery of figurative
language using worksheets?
Teachers can use quizzes, fill-in-the-blank exercises, and creative writing prompts on worksheets to
evaluate students' ability to recognize and use figurative language.

Are there online resources available for figurative language
worksheets?
Yes, numerous educational websites offer free or paid worksheets, interactive games, and digital
resources specifically designed for teaching figurative language.

How can parents support their middle schoolers in learning
figurative language at home?
Parents can encourage reading diverse literature, discuss figurative language examples in everyday
conversations, and provide additional practice worksheets from online resources.
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