
figurative language worksheets 6th
grade
Figurative language worksheets 6th grade are essential tools that educators use to
help students grasp the nuances of language beyond the literal meanings of words.
Understanding figurative language is crucial for developing reading comprehension and
writing skills, as it enhances creativity and critical thinking. In this article, we will explore
the various types of figurative language, why these worksheets are beneficial for 6th
graders, and provide tips on how to effectively utilize them in the classroom or at home.

What is Figurative Language?

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that convey meanings that
are different from the literal interpretation. It adds depth and color to writing and speech,
making it more engaging and expressive. Some common types of figurative language
include:

Similes: Comparisons using "like" or "as" (e.g., "as brave as a lion").

Metaphors: Implicit comparisons without using "like" or "as" (e.g., "time is a thief").

Personification: Giving human traits to non-human objects (e.g., "the wind
whispered through the trees").

Hyperbole: Exaggeration for emphasis (e.g., "I’m so hungry I could eat a horse").

Idioms: Phrases that have a figurative meaning different from the literal (e.g., "kick
the bucket" means to die).

Importance of Figurative Language Worksheets
for 6th Graders

Figurative language worksheets are particularly beneficial for 6th graders for several
reasons:

1. Enhancing Comprehension Skills

Understanding figurative language is vital for reading comprehension. Many texts,
especially literature, use figurative expressions to convey themes and emotions. By



practicing with worksheets, students learn to interpret these expressions, improving their
overall understanding of the text.

2. Boosting Writing Skills

Worksheets that focus on figurative language encourage students to incorporate these
devices into their own writing. This not only makes their writing more vivid and engaging
but also helps them express their thoughts and emotions more effectively.

3. Encouraging Critical Thinking

Figurative language often requires readers to think critically to decipher meanings.
Worksheets that challenge students to analyze and interpret figurative expressions foster
critical thinking skills, which are essential for academic success.

4. Making Learning Fun

Many figurative language worksheets include games, puzzles, and creative activities that
make learning enjoyable. This can increase student motivation and engagement, making it
easier for them to grasp complex concepts.

Types of Figurative Language Worksheets

There are various types of figurative language worksheets designed to cater to different
aspects of learning. These include:

1. Identification Worksheets

These worksheets help students recognize different types of figurative language within
sentences or passages. Activities may include underlining similes or circling metaphors.

2. Creation Worksheets

Creation worksheets prompt students to write their own examples of various figurative
language types. For instance, they might be asked to create their own similes or
metaphors based on specific prompts.



3. Matching Worksheets

In matching worksheets, students match figurative language examples to their definitions.
This helps reinforce their understanding of the terms and how they are used.

4. Contextual Worksheets

These worksheets provide students with sentences that lack figurative language and ask
them to revise the sentences by adding figurative expressions, enhancing their creativity
and application skills.

How to Use Figurative Language Worksheets
Effectively

To maximize the benefits of figurative language worksheets, educators and parents can
follow these tips:

1. Introduce the Concepts

Before diving into worksheets, introduce the types of figurative language with clear
definitions and examples. Use visual aids or multimedia resources to illustrate these
concepts, making them more relatable to students.

2. Incorporate Collaborative Learning

Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups on worksheets. Collaborative
learning fosters discussion and allows students to learn from one another, which can
deepen their understanding of the material.

3. Apply Real-World Examples

Use excerpts from popular literature, songs, or movies to show how figurative language is
used in real life. Ask students to identify figurative language in these examples before
transitioning to worksheets.

4. Provide Feedback

After students complete their worksheets, provide constructive feedback. Highlight their



strengths and areas for improvement, and encourage them to revise their answers where
necessary.

5. Mix Up the Activities

To keep students engaged, vary the types of worksheets and activities. Incorporate games,
quizzes, and creative projects that allow students to explore figurative language in
different ways.

Resources for Figurative Language Worksheets

There are many resources available for finding quality figurative language worksheets.
Some of the top resources include:

Teachers Pay Teachers: A marketplace where educators share and sell their
resources, including a wide variety of figurative language worksheets.

Education.com: Offers a collection of printables and worksheets focusing on
figurative language for different grade levels.

ReadWriteThink: Provides lesson plans and student interactives that explore
figurative language in depth.

Scholastic: Features various teaching resources, including worksheets and activities
for teaching figurative language.

Conclusion

Figurative language worksheets for 6th graders play a crucial role in enhancing language
skills and fostering creativity. By understanding and utilizing figurative expressions,
students can improve their reading comprehension, writing abilities, and critical thinking
skills. With the right resources and strategies, educators and parents can make learning
about figurative language engaging and effective, setting students up for success in their
academic journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions



What types of figurative language are commonly taught
in 6th grade worksheets?
Common types of figurative language taught include similes, metaphors, personification,
hyperbole, and idioms.

How can figurative language worksheets benefit 6th
graders in their writing skills?
Figurative language worksheets help 6th graders enhance their writing by encouraging
creativity, improving descriptive skills, and making their writing more engaging.

Are there any online resources for 6th grade figurative
language worksheets?
Yes, many online resources provide free or paid figurative language worksheets, such as
Education.com, Teachers Pay Teachers, and Scholastic.

What are some engaging activities to accompany
figurative language worksheets for 6th graders?
Engaging activities can include creating their own figurative language examples,
illustrating metaphors, or writing a short story using various types of figurative language.

How do teachers typically assess students'
understanding of figurative language in 6th grade?
Teachers often assess understanding through quizzes, class discussions, creative writing
assignments, and by evaluating the use of figurative language in students' writing.
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