
figurative language in the giver
Figurative language in The Giver plays a crucial role in conveying deeper meanings and
enhancing the emotional resonance of the story. Lois Lowry's novel, published in 1993, explores
themes of individuality, memory, and the complexities of human emotions within a dystopian society
that prioritizes conformity and sameness. Through the use of various figurative language techniques,
Lowry invites readers to ponder the implications of a world devoid of color, emotion, and choice. This
article will delve into the various forms of figurative language employed in "The Giver," examining
their significance and impact on the narrative.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language encompasses various rhetorical devices that authors use to convey meanings
beyond the literal interpretation of words. It allows writers to express complex ideas, evoke emotions,
and create vivid imagery. Common forms of figurative language include:

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Imagery

Symbolism

In "The Giver," Lowry skillfully employs these techniques to enhance the narrative and to provoke
thought regarding the themes of the novel.

Simile and Metaphor in The Giver

Similes and metaphors are essential tools for creating vivid imagery and drawing comparisons. In
"The Giver," Lowry uses these devices to help readers understand the protagonist Jonas's experiences
and the stark contrast between his community and the world he begins to discover.

Examples of Simile

One notable example of simile occurs when Jonas describes the sensation of seeing beyond the
community’s limited perception. He compares the experience to “a bright light,” illustrating the
overwhelming nature of new knowledge and emotions. Such comparisons help readers visualize
Jonas's awakening and the beauty of the world that exists outside the confines of his society.



Examples of Metaphor

Metaphors in "The Giver" also play a significant role. For instance, when Jonas receives memories
from The Giver, these memories are often described as “colors” or “lights.” This metaphorical
language not only emphasizes the richness of the experiences but also highlights the absence of such
vibrancy in Jonas's community. The metaphor serves as a powerful reminder of what is lost in the
pursuit of sameness.

Personification and Its Effects

Personification entails attributing human qualities to non-human entities. In "The Giver," Lowry uses
personification to give life to concepts and elements within Jonas's world, thereby deepening the
emotional impact of the narrative.

Examples of Personification

One poignant instance of personification is found in the way memories are described. Memories are
portrayed as entities that possess the capability to “weigh” on Jonas, illustrating the burden of
knowledge and the emotional toll it takes on him. By personifying memories, Lowry emphasizes their
significance in shaping identity and experience.

Another example is the way colors are discussed in the context of the community's sameness. Jonas’s
perception of color is often linked to emotions, suggesting that the world around him is alive with
feelings that his society has chosen to suppress. This personification of color highlights the stark
difference between the vibrancy of human experience and the dullness of conformity.

Imagery as a Gateway to Emotion

Imagery—the use of descriptive language to create mental pictures—is a crucial component of
Lowry's writing in "The Giver." The vivid images she conjures allow readers to experience the beauty
and pain of the memories that Jonas receives.

Examples of Imagery

In one of the most powerful scenes, Jonas experiences the memory of a sunlit sled ride down a snowy
hill. Lowry's rich descriptions of the “crisp air” and the “gleaming white snow” transport readers into
the moment, allowing them to feel the exhilaration and joy that Jonas experiences. This imagery
serves as a stark contrast to the dreary, colorless world in which he lives.

Moreover, when Jonas receives memories of war and suffering, the imagery becomes dark and
haunting. Descriptions of “smoke filling the air” and “the cries of anguish” evoke a visceral reaction,
allowing readers to understand the gravity of what Jonas learns. Through these contrasting images,



Lowry effectively conveys the complexity of human experience and the necessity of embracing both
joy and sorrow.

Symbolism in The Giver

Symbolism is another critical aspect of figurative language in "The Giver." Objects, colors, and
concepts in the novel often carry deeper meanings, enriching the narrative and reinforcing the
themes.

Key Symbols

1. The Color Red: Red symbolizes passion, love, and the richness of human experience. In Jonas's
community, color is suppressed, and the absence of red represents the lack of emotional depth. As
Jonas begins to see colors, red becomes a powerful symbol of awakening and individuality.

2. The Sled: The sled represents freedom and the joy of discovery. When Jonas experiences the
memory of riding the sled, it signifies his first taste of true joy and exhilaration, marking a pivotal
moment in his journey toward self-awareness.

3. The River: The river symbolizes the flow of life and the choices that come with freedom. It serves as
a boundary between Jonas's controlled existence and the unknown possibilities that lie beyond his
community.

Conclusion: The Importance of Figurative Language in
The Giver

In "The Giver," figurative language is not merely a stylistic choice; it is essential for conveying the
novel's themes and enhancing the reader's emotional experience. Through the use of similes,
metaphors, personification, imagery, and symbolism, Lois Lowry weaves a rich tapestry of meaning
that invites readers to reflect on the nature of humanity, the importance of memory, and the value of
choice.

As Jonas navigates the complexities of a world stripped of color and emotion, the figurative language
employed by Lowry underscores the profound truths that lie beneath the surface of our everyday
lives. In a society that prioritizes conformity over individuality, the power of figurative language
becomes a beacon of hope, reminding us of the beauty and depth that can be found in the human
experience. Through Jonas's journey, readers are encouraged to embrace the full spectrum of
emotions and to recognize the significance of memories, both joyful and painful, in shaping who we
are.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language, and how is it used in 'The Giver'?
Figurative language refers to expressions that convey meanings beyond the literal interpretation. In
'The Giver,' it is used to enhance the emotional depth of the narrative, illustrate complex ideas about
society, and highlight the contrast between the community's sameness and the richness of human
experience.

Can you give examples of metaphors found in 'The Giver'?
One notable metaphor in 'The Giver' is the 'capacity to see beyond,' which symbolizes the ability to
perceive deeper truths and emotions that the community suppresses. This metaphor emphasizes the
importance of individual perception and the richness of human experiences that are denied in the
controlled society.

How does imagery play a role in 'The Giver'?
Imagery in 'The Giver' is pivotal in contrasting the stark, colorless world of the community with the
vibrant memories Jonas receives. Descriptive language evokes sensory experiences, illustrating the
beauty and pain of emotions and memories, which are absent in Jonas's society.

What role does symbolism play in the figurative language of
'The Giver'?
Symbolism is a key element of figurative language in 'The Giver.' Objects like the sled and the color
red symbolize freedom, individuality, and the complexities of human emotions. These symbols invite
readers to explore deeper meanings about choice and the consequences of a controlled society.

How does Lois Lowry use personification in 'The Giver'?
Lois Lowry uses personification to give human traits to abstract concepts like memory and emotion.
For example, memories are described as living entities that can shape and influence Jonas,
emphasizing their importance in understanding humanity and individuality.

What is the significance of similes in 'The Giver'?
Similes in 'The Giver' enhance the reader's understanding by drawing comparisons that illuminate
characters' feelings and experiences. For instance, comparing Jonas's awakening to seeing color for
the first time highlights the intensity of his emotional journey and the starkness of his previous
existence.

How does figurative language contribute to the theme of
individuality in 'The Giver'?
Figurative language in 'The Giver' underscores the theme of individuality by illustrating the contrast
between emotional depth and societal conformity. Through vivid language, Lowry emphasizes the



beauty and significance of personal experiences, ultimately advocating for the importance of
individuality in a uniform world.

In what ways does figurative language enhance the overall
message of 'The Giver'?
Figurative language enhances the overall message of 'The Giver' by deepening the emotional
resonance of the story. It allows readers to grasp the complexities of choice, freedom, and the human
experience, reinforcing the idea that a life devoid of emotional depth is ultimately incomplete.
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