
figurative language in thank you maam
Figurative language in Thank You, M'am plays a crucial role in conveying the themes and
emotions of the story. Written by Langston Hughes, this short narrative explores the dynamics
between two characters, Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones and a young boy named Roger. Through
the use of various figurative language techniques, Hughes not only captures the essence of his
characters but also imparts important moral lessons. This article will delve into the different types of
figurative language employed in "Thank You, M'am" and analyze how they enhance the story's depth
and meaning.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language is a literary device that uses words or expressions with a meaning that is
different from the literal interpretation. It is often used to create vivid imagery, convey emotions, and
express complex ideas in a more relatable way. In "Thank You, M'am," Hughes effectively utilizes
figurative language to enrich the narrative and engage readers.

1. Metaphors and Similes

Metaphors and similes are two common forms of figurative language that make comparisons between
different things to highlight similarities.

Metaphors: Hughes uses metaphors to illustrate the internal struggles of his characters. For
instance, Mrs. Jones's struggle against societal expectations can be seen as a metaphor for
resilience in the face of adversity.

Similes: Similes, on the other hand, provide clearer comparisons using "like" or "as." When
Roger is described as being "like a frightened animal," it emphasizes his vulnerability and
fearfulness, making readers empathize with his situation.

2. Personification

Personification is the attribution of human traits or emotions to non-human entities. Hughes uses this
device to add depth to the story's setting and characters.

- Example: The way Mrs. Jones's purse is described as having a "great big" presence suggests that it
embodies more than just an object; it symbolizes her struggles and experiences. This personification
allows readers to understand the weight of her life experiences and her determination to overcome
challenges.



3. Imagery

Imagery involves using descriptive language to create mental pictures for readers. Hughes's use of
imagery serves to paint a vivid picture of the environment and the emotional states of the characters.

- Visual Imagery: For instance, when Mrs. Jones catches Roger trying to steal her purse, the
description of her "large, blue, and white" appearance serves to create a strong visual contrast
against Roger's thinness. This not only helps readers visualize the characters but also signifies the
power dynamics at play.

- Emotional Imagery: Hughes also employs emotional imagery, particularly in the description of Mrs.
Jones's home. The warmth and comfort of her home convey a sense of safety and nurturing,
contrasting Roger’s experiences on the streets. This imagery helps to highlight the themes of
kindness and understanding.

Thematic Significance of Figurative Language

The use of figurative language in "Thank You, M'am" is not merely decorative; it plays a vital role in
developing the story's themes.

1. Redemption and Forgiveness

Figurative language captures the themes of redemption and forgiveness beautifully. Mrs. Jones's
actions towards Roger, despite his initial wrongdoing, symbolize a second chance. The metaphor of
"lifting him up" can be interpreted both literally and figuratively. This act of kindness allows Roger to
see a different path for himself.

2. Socioeconomic Commentary

Hughes subtly critiques societal norms and socioeconomic disparities through figurative language.
The contrast between Mrs. Jones's modest living conditions and Roger's life on the streets illustrates
the challenges faced by individuals in similar situations.

- Symbolism: Mrs. Jones's purse, which Roger attempts to steal, symbolizes the materialism that often
drives individuals to commit crimes. In contrast, her willingness to help Roger reflects the idea that
genuine compassion can lead to positive change.

3. Empathy and Human Connection

The figurative language used in the story fosters empathy and human connection. Through the
dialogue and interactions between Mrs. Jones and Roger, readers can sense the underlying emotions
and complexities of their relationship.



- Dialogue as Figurative Language: The conversations between the characters are filled with subtext.
For instance, when Mrs. Jones says, "I have done things too," it serves as a reminder that everyone
has their own struggles. This shared understanding deepens their connection and encourages readers
to reflect on their own experiences.

Conclusion

In "Thank You, M'am," the use of figurative language is essential to the story's richness and emotional
impact. Langston Hughes employs metaphors, similes, personification, and imagery to create a
narrative that resonates with readers on multiple levels. Through his skillful use of language, Hughes
not only tells a compelling story but also imparts valuable lessons about redemption, empathy, and
the complexities of human relationships.

As readers engage with the text, they discover that figurative language is not just a stylistic choice; it
is a powerful tool that enhances understanding and fosters a deeper emotional connection to the
characters and their journeys. In exploring the figurative language in "Thank You, M'am," we gain
insight into the human condition and the transformative power of kindness and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of metaphor in 'Thank You, Ma'am'?
In 'Thank You, Ma'am', the metaphor of the woman as a strong figure represents resilience and
compassion, highlighting the transformative power of kindness in a challenging world.

How does the use of simile enhance character development in
the story?
Similes in 'Thank You, Ma'am' enhance character development by vividly illustrating the emotions and
physical actions of the characters, making their experiences more relatable and impactful.

Can you identify an example of personification in 'Thank You,
Ma'am'?
An example of personification in 'Thank You, Ma'am' is when the author describes the night as having
a 'cold breath', which creates an atmosphere that reflects the characters' feelings of vulnerability and
fear.

What role does imagery play in conveying themes in 'Thank
You, Ma'am'?
Imagery in 'Thank You, Ma'am' plays a crucial role in conveying themes of poverty and redemption, as
vivid descriptions of the setting and actions help readers visualize the struggles and changes of the
characters.



How does dialogue serve as a form of figurative language in
the story?
Dialogue in 'Thank You, Ma'am' serves as figurative language by revealing character motivations and
emotions through their speech patterns, illustrating the themes of trust and understanding.

What is the impact of hyperbole in 'Thank You, Ma'am'?
Hyperbole in 'Thank You, Ma'am' emphasizes the characters' feelings and situations, often
exaggerating their emotions to highlight the drastic changes that occur during their interaction.
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