
figurative language in frankenstein
Figurative language in Frankenstein plays a significant role in enhancing the
narrative, deepening character development, and exploring complex themes.
Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," published in 1818, utilizes various forms of
figurative language, including metaphors, similes, personification, and
imagery, to convey the emotional and ethical conflicts faced by its
characters. This article will delve into the types of figurative language
found in "Frankenstein," their effects, and how they contribute to the
novel's enduring impact.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that convey
meanings beyond their literal interpretation. It enriches the text by adding
depth, evoking emotions, and creating vivid imagery. In "Frankenstein,"
Shelley employs figurative language to mirror the tumultuous themes of
creation, destruction, and the quest for understanding.

Types of Figurative Language in Frankenstein

Metaphor

Metaphors are direct comparisons between two unrelated subjects, suggesting
that they share common characteristics. In "Frankenstein," Shelley uses
metaphors to express the inner turmoil of her characters and the broader
themes of ambition and isolation.

For instance, Victor Frankenstein's ambition is often metaphorically
represented as a consuming fire. This metaphor illustrates how his desire for
knowledge and power ultimately leads to his downfall, reflecting the Romantic
belief in the dangers of unchecked ambition. One notable quote is when Victor
states, "I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of
infusing life into an inanimate body." Here, the act of creation becomes a
metaphor for his obsessive quest, which ultimately leads to his ruin.

Simile

Similes, which compare two different things using "like" or "as," are also
prevalent in Shelley's writing. They serve to enhance descriptions and convey
emotions in a relatable manner. For example, when Victor describes the



creature, he uses similes to depict its grotesque appearance and evoke
sympathy.

A powerful simile appears when Victor describes his feelings of horror upon
seeing the creature: "It was like the appearance of a demon." This comparison
not only highlights the creature's frightening appearance but also reflects
Victor's internal conflict and fear of what he has created.

Personification

Personification involves attributing human characteristics to non-human
entities. In "Frankenstein," Shelley often personifies nature, reflecting the
Romantic ideal that nature is a powerful force that can influence human
emotions and actions.

One of the most striking examples occurs when Victor retreats to the Swiss
Alps to escape his guilt and despair. He describes the mountains as having a
"sublime" presence that offers solace: “The majestic and wondrous scenes
which surrounded me.” Here, nature is personified as a nurturing force that
provides healing, emphasizing the contrast between the beauty of the natural
world and the horror of Victor's actions.

Imagery

Imagery is the use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses,
allowing readers to visualize scenes and feel emotions. Shelley employs vivid
imagery throughout "Frankenstein," particularly in her descriptions of the
creature and the settings.

For instance, the opening scenes set in the Arctic are filled with stark
imagery that creates a sense of isolation and desolation. The icy landscapes
mirror Victor's emotional state: “The cold stars shone in the sky.” This
imagery not only establishes the setting but also foreshadows the themes of
loneliness and despair that permeate the novel.

Thematic Significance of Figurative Language

Creation and Responsibility

A prominent theme in "Frankenstein" is the idea of creation and the
responsibilities that accompany it. Through figurative language, Shelley
explores the consequences of Victor's ambition and his failure to take
responsibility for his creation.



Metaphors depicting ambition as a double-edged sword illustrate how the
pursuit of knowledge can lead to destruction. Victor's likening of his
scientific endeavors to a "pursuit of the divine" signifies his desire to
transcend human limitations. However, this metaphor also underscores the
hubris associated with such pursuits, as Victor's ambition ultimately leads
to tragedy.

Isolation and Alienation

Isolation is another central theme in "Frankenstein." The use of
personification to depict nature as a comforting presence contrasts sharply
with the loneliness experienced by both Victor and the creature. For
instance, when the creature seeks companionship, Shelley employs imagery to
convey its deep sense of alienation.

The creature’s description of itself as "a poor, miserable wretch" evokes
sympathy and highlights the emotional toll of its isolation. This figurative
language reinforces the notion that both creator and creation suffer from
profound loneliness, exploring the human need for connection and
understanding.

The Dangers of Unchecked Ambition

Shelley's use of similes and metaphors to describe ambition serves as a
cautionary tale about the potential dangers of unchecked scientific
exploration. Victor's obsession with creating life is depicted as a "storm"
that ultimately engulfs him. This metaphor emphasizes the idea that ambition,
when taken to extremes, can lead to catastrophic consequences.

Moreover, the imagery associated with the creature's appearance serves to
reflect societal fears of the unknown and the consequences of transgressing
natural boundaries. The creature, often described in horrific terms,
symbolizes the unintended outcomes of Victor's ambition and the ethical
dilemmas surrounding scientific advancement.

Conclusion

In "Frankenstein," Mary Shelley's use of figurative language enriches the
narrative and deepens the exploration of complex themes such as creation,
isolation, and the consequences of ambition. Through metaphors, similes,
personification, and vivid imagery, Shelley crafts a story that resonates
with readers on multiple levels. The figurative language not only enhances
the emotional depth of the characters but also invites readers to reflect on
the moral implications of their actions.



As readers engage with the novel, they are encouraged to consider the broader
questions surrounding humanity's quest for knowledge and the responsibilities
that come with it. Shelley's masterful use of figurative language ensures
that "Frankenstein" remains a timeless classic, relevant to contemporary
discussions about ethics in science and the complexities of human emotion.
Ultimately, the figurative language in "Frankenstein" serves not only as a
stylistic choice but also as a powerful tool for engaging with the novel's
enduring themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role does metaphor play in Mary Shelley's
'Frankenstein'?
Metaphor in 'Frankenstein' serves to highlight the emotional and
psychological struggles of characters, particularly through the comparisons
between the creature and humanity, emphasizing themes of isolation and
identity.

How does Shelley use personification in the
descriptions of nature in 'Frankenstein'?
Shelley personifies nature to reflect the characters' inner turmoil,
portraying it as an active force that responds to their emotions, thereby
enhancing the gothic atmosphere of the novel.

Can you identify an example of simile in
'Frankenstein' and its significance?
An example of simile in 'Frankenstein' is when Victor describes his feelings
of despair as 'like a cloud hanging over him.' This simile conveys the
heaviness of his guilt and foreboding, illustrating his mental state.

What figurative language is used to represent the
creature's feelings of abandonment?
Shelley employs imagery and symbolism to depict the creature's feelings of
abandonment, often describing him in terms of darkness and desolation, which
mirrors his emotional landscape.

How does irony function in the relationships between
characters in 'Frankenstein'?
Irony in 'Frankenstein' is evident in Victor's quest for knowledge leading to
his destruction, where his desire to create life results in death and



suffering, highlighting the unpredictable consequences of ambition.

What is the significance of alliteration in Victor's
narrative in 'Frankenstein'?
Alliteration in Victor's narrative enhances the rhythmic quality of his
speech, drawing attention to his emotional state and creating a sense of
urgency and intensity in his experiences.

How does Shelley use hyperbole to emphasize the
themes in 'Frankenstein'?
Shelley's use of hyperbole, such as Victor claiming to have 'suffered greater
than any man', emphasizes the extremes of human emotion and the moral
consequences of unchecked ambition and scientific exploration.

In what ways does Shelley utilize symbolism in the
creature's appearance?
The creature's appearance symbolizes the consequences of Victor's hubris and
the rejection of societal norms; his grotesque features reflect the themes of
monstrosity and the fear of the unknown.

How does Shelley employ foreshadowing through
figurative language in 'Frankenstein'?
Foreshadowing in 'Frankenstein' is often conveyed through ominous imagery and
descriptive language that hints at the tragic outcomes of Victor's
experiments, creating a sense of impending doom.

What is the effect of using vivid imagery when
describing the Arctic setting in 'Frankenstein'?
The vivid imagery of the Arctic setting enhances the themes of isolation and
desolation, mirroring Victor's internal conflict and the creature's own sense
of loneliness, thereby deepening the emotional impact of the narrative.
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