
fifty places to bike before you die
Fifty Places to Bike Before You Die is a bucket list for cycling enthusiasts who crave adventure
and want to explore some of the most breathtaking landscapes on two wheels. Whether you're a
casual rider or a seasoned cyclist, these destinations offer a unique blend of stunning scenery,
challenging terrain, and rich cultural experiences. From serene coastal paths to rugged mountain
trails, this list encompasses a variety of biking experiences that cater to all skill levels. Let’s dive
into these fifty incredible places that every cyclist should consider for their next adventure.

North America

1. Pacific Coast Highway, California, USA
Cycling along the Pacific Coast Highway offers breathtaking views of the ocean, rugged cliffs, and
charming seaside towns. The route stretches for over 600 miles, making it perfect for both short
trips and longer adventures.

2. Moab, Utah, USA
Known for its stunning red rock landscapes, Moab is a mountain biking paradise. The Slickrock Trail
is famous for its challenging terrain and beautiful vistas.

3. Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada
The Bow Valley Parkway provides cyclists with picturesque views of mountains, lakes, and wildlife.
The area is perfect for both leisurely rides and more challenging bike trails.

4. Cape Cod Rail Trail, Massachusetts, USA
This 22-mile trail winds through beautiful seaside towns and picturesque landscapes, offering a
perfect opportunity for a family-friendly ride.

5. Key West, Florida, USA
Explore the vibrant streets of Key West by bike. The small island is perfect for cycling, with flat
terrain and stunning ocean views.

Europe



6. Amsterdam, Netherlands
Renowned for its bike-friendly infrastructure, Amsterdam is a cyclist’s dream. Ride along the canals
and through the historic city center while enjoying the local culture.

7. Loire Valley, France
The Loire Valley is famous for its stunning châteaux and vineyards. A bike ride through this region
allows you to explore beautiful countryside and indulge in local wine.

8. Lake Garda, Italy
With its picturesque lakeside views and charming towns, the Lake Garda bike path offers a unique
blend of relaxation and adventure.

9. Danube Cycle Path, Austria to Hungary
This 1,200 km route follows the Danube River and passes through several countries, offering diverse
landscapes and cultural experiences.

10. The Alpe d'Huez, France
A legendary climb in the Tour de France, the Alpe d'Huez offers a challenging ascent with stunning
mountain views at the top.

Asia

11. Ladakh, India
Known for its breathtaking landscapes, Ladakh offers unique high-altitude biking experiences
through remote villages and stunning mountain passes.

12. Kyoto, Japan
Explore the ancient temples and serene gardens of Kyoto on two wheels. The city has numerous bike
rental options and designated cycling paths.

13. Yangshuo, China
Cycling through the karst landscapes of Yangshuo provides an unforgettable experience, with
stunning scenery and charming rural villages.



14. Bali, Indonesia
Bali offers a mix of scenic rice paddies, volcanic mountains, and coastal views. The island's bike
tours provide a unique glimpse into local culture.

15. Phuket, Thailand
Phuket's diverse terrain offers a mix of cycling experiences, from coastal paths to challenging hill
climbs, allowing you to explore the island's beauty.

Australia and Oceania

16. Great Ocean Road, Australia
Ride along one of the world's most scenic coastal routes, where you can enjoy stunning ocean views
and visit iconic landmarks like the Twelve Apostles.

17. Rotorua, New Zealand
Known for its geothermal activity and lush forests, Rotorua offers fantastic mountain biking trails,
including the famous Redwoods Forest.

18. Tasmania, Australia
Cycle through the breathtaking landscapes of Tasmania, from rugged coastlines to lush rainforests,
with plenty of trails to suit all levels.

19. Queenstown, New Zealand
A hub for adventure sports, Queenstown offers a variety of biking trails, including the picturesque
Lake Wakatipu cycle path.

20. The Munda Biddi Trail, Australia
This long-distance trail offers a unique opportunity to cycle through some of Western Australia's
most beautiful forests and landscapes.

South America



21. Death Road, Bolivia
Known for its treacherous terrain, cycling down Death Road is an adrenaline-pumping experience
that rewards riders with stunning views of the Bolivian landscape.

22. The Inca Trail, Peru
While traditionally a hiking route, certain sections of the Inca Trail can be explored by bike,
providing a unique perspective on this ancient path.

23. Atacama Desert, Chile
Experience the surreal landscapes of the Atacama Desert by bike, with its otherworldly rock
formations and salt flats.

24. Lake Titicaca, Bolivia and Peru
Cycling around Lake Titicaca allows you to experience the unique culture of the local communities
while enjoying breathtaking views of the highest navigable lake in the world.

25. Patagonia, Argentina and Chile
Ride through the stunning landscapes of Patagonia, where you can experience glaciers, mountains,
and unique wildlife along the way.

Africa

26. Cape Town, South Africa
Cycle around the Cape Peninsula, where you can enjoy breathtaking views of Table Mountain and
the coastline.

27. Victoria Falls, Zambia and Zimbabwe
Explore the area surrounding one of the world's largest waterfalls by bike, taking in the stunning
views and local wildlife.

28. The Garden Route, South Africa
This coastal route showcases the natural beauty of South Africa, with diverse landscapes ranging
from forests to beaches.



29. Marrakech, Morocco
Experience the vibrant culture of Marrakech while cycling through its bustling streets and the
beautiful surrounding countryside.

30. Zanzibar, Tanzania
Explore the stunning beaches and spice plantations of Zanzibar by bike, enjoying the island's unique
culture and landscapes.

Unique Cycling Experiences

31. The Great Allegheny Passage, USA
This 150-mile trail connects Pittsburgh to Cumberland, offering stunning views of rivers, forests, and
historic sites.

32. The Rhine Cycle Route, Germany
This scenic route follows the Rhine River, passing through charming towns and vineyards while
offering a mix of flat and hilly terrain.

33. The Cotswolds, England
Ride through the idyllic English countryside, with rolling hills, quaint villages, and picturesque
landscapes.

34. The Outer Banks, North Carolina, USA
The Outer Banks offer beautiful coastal views and a relaxed atmosphere, making it a great
destination for a casual bike ride.

35. The French Alps, France
For those seeking a challenge, cycling in the French Alps provides stunning mountain scenery and
exhilarating climbs.

Challenging Mountain Trails



36. Whistler, Canada
Known for its extensive mountain biking trails, Whistler offers something for every rider, from
beginner trails to advanced downhill routes.

37. The Dolomites, Italy
Experience breathtaking mountain views while cycling through the Dolomites, which feature
numerous trails and stunning landscapes.

38. The Rockies, USA and Canada
Cycling through the Rocky Mountains provides stunning vistas and exhilarating climbs, perfect for
experienced cyclists seeking adventure.

39. The Swiss Alps, Switzerland
With its breathtaking scenery and well-maintained cycling paths, the Swiss Alps is a must-visit for
any serious cyclist.

40. The Andes, South America
Experience the diverse landscapes of the Andes through various cycling routes, from mountainous
trails to scenic valley paths.

Family-Friendly Biking Destinations

41. The Virginia Creeper Trail, USA
This 34-mile trail is perfect for families, featuring gentle slopes and beautiful scenery along an old
railroad route.

42. The Capital Crescent Trail, Washington, D.C. to Maryland,
USA
This paved trail offers a scenic route for families, with easy access to parks and recreational areas.

43. The Lakefront Trail, Chicago, USA
This 18-mile trail along Lake Michigan provides beautiful views of the city skyline and is perfect for
leisurely family rides.



44. The River Thames Path, England
This flat, scenic trail along the River Thames offers a peaceful ride through charming towns and
historic sites.

45. The Milwaukee Lakefront Trail, Wisconsin, USA
This 20-mile trail offers stunning views of Lake Michigan and is ideal for family outings.

Conclusion
Biking is not just a mode of transportation; it's a way to connect with nature, explore new places,
and create lasting memories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Fifty Places to Bike Before You
Die'?
It highlights iconic and breathtaking biking destinations around the world, aimed at inspiring
cyclists to explore diverse landscapes and cultures.

What types of biking experiences can one expect in 'Fifty
Places to Bike Before You Die'?
The book features a variety of experiences from mountain biking, road cycling, scenic trails, and
urban rides, catering to different skill levels and preferences.

Are the locations in 'Fifty Places to Bike Before You Die'
suitable for beginners?
Yes, many locations offer routes that are beginner-friendly, along with descriptions of difficulty
levels to help cyclists choose appropriate trails.

Can 'Fifty Places to Bike Before You Die' help in planning a
cycling trip?
Absolutely! It provides detailed information about each location, including route suggestions, best
times to visit, and local attractions to enhance your cycling trip.

What are some featured locations in 'Fifty Places to Bike



Before You Die'?
Featured locations include iconic destinations like the Pacific Coast Highway in California, the
Danube Cycle Path in Europe, and the Great Allegheny Passage in the USA.

Is 'Fifty Places to Bike Before You Die' suitable for families?
Yes, the book includes family-friendly routes and suggestions, making it a great resource for
planning cycling adventures with children.

How can 'Fifty Places to Bike Before You Die' enhance a
cyclist's experience?
It not only offers routes but also shares tips on local culture, food, and sightseeing, enriching the
overall experience of cycling in each destination.
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