
fifth grade frindle study guide
Fifth grade frindle study guide is an essential resource for educators,
students, and parents seeking to delve into Andrew Clements' captivating
novel "Frindle." This engaging story, which revolves around a clever fifth
grader named Nick Allen, explores themes of creativity, rebellion, and the
power of language. The novel is not only an entertaining read but also serves
as a fantastic educational tool that encourages discussions about vocabulary,
the significance of words, and the importance of standing up for one's ideas.
This study guide will provide a comprehensive overview of the novel,
including character analyses, thematic discussions, vocabulary exercises, and
potential discussion questions for fifth-grade students.

Overview of the Novel

"Frindle," published in 1996, takes place in a fictional elementary school in
New Jersey. The protagonist, Nick Allen, is a bright and imaginative student
who enjoys thinking outside the box. When Nick's teacher, Mrs. Granger,
introduces the concept of dictionaries and the importance of words, Nick
decides to create a new word for "pen"—he calls it a "frindle." This
seemingly innocent act of creativity spirals into a nationwide phenomenon,
leading to various consequences for both Nick and his classmates.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Frindle" can be broken down into several key events:

1. Introduction of Nick Allen: Nick is introduced as a clever and somewhat
mischievous fifth grader who often finds ways to avoid doing homework.
2. Nick's Invention of the Word "Frindle": After a discussion with Mrs.
Granger about the dictionary, Nick decides to name the pen a "frindle" as a
way to challenge the authority of words.
3. The Popularity of "Frindle": The term quickly catches on among Nick's
classmates, leading to widespread use of the word in school.
4. Mrs. Granger's Reaction: The teacher, who is passionate about the English
language, initially opposes the term but eventually recognizes its impact.
5. National Attention: The "frindle" phenomenon gains media attention,
putting Nick in the spotlight.
6. Consequences and Growth: Nick learns about the implications of his actions
and how language evolves over time, ultimately leading to personal growth and
maturity.



Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Frindle" is crucial for grasping the story's
themes and conflicts. Here are some of the main characters:

Nick Allen
- Description: The protagonist, a fifth grader known for his creativity and
intelligence.
- Character Traits: Clever, resourceful, and somewhat rebellious. He enjoys
testing boundaries.
- Character Development: Nick evolves throughout the story, learning the
value of words and the impact of his actions on others.

Mrs. Granger
- Description: Nick's strict and passionate English teacher who values the
English language.
- Character Traits: Knowledgeable, authoritative, and passionate about
education.
- Character Development: Initially resistant to the new term "frindle," she
ultimately embraces the idea, showcasing her adaptability.

Friends and Classmates
- Description: Nick's friends, including his best friend, Janet, support him
in his quest to popularize "frindle."
- Character Traits: Loyal, enthusiastic, and creative.
- Character Development: They grow from passive participants to active
supporters of Nick's idea, reflecting the power of collective action.

Themes

Several significant themes are explored in "Frindle," making it a rich text
for discussion.

Power of Language
- The novel illustrates how language evolves and the power that words can
hold. Nick's creation of "frindle" demonstrates that words can have different
meanings based on cultural acceptance.



Creativity and Innovation
- Nick embodies the spirit of creativity and the importance of thinking
outside the box. His invention encourages readers to embrace their ideas and
not be afraid to challenge the status quo.

Authority and Rebellion
- The conflict between Nick and Mrs. Granger highlights the struggle between
authority figures and students. It raises questions about the role of
teachers and the importance of questioning established norms.

Friendship and Support
- The loyalty of Nick's friends emphasizes the importance of teamwork and
support in achieving one's goals. It illustrates how collaboration can lead
to significant change.

Vocabulary and Language Activities

A vital aspect of studying "Frindle" is exploring the vocabulary and language
used throughout the novel. Here are some suggested activities:

Vocabulary List
Create a vocabulary list based on the novel. Here are some words to consider:
- Frindle
- Dictionary
- Invent
- Challenge
- Authority
- Creative
- Rebellion
- Popularity

Word Creation Exercise
1. Invent Your Own Word: Ask students to create their own word, complete with
a definition and a sentence using the word.
2. Dictionary Entry: Have students write a dictionary-style entry for their
invented word, including its part of speech and usage examples.



Exploring Synonyms and Antonyms
- Select a few key terms from the novel and have students find synonyms and
antonyms. This activity can enhance their understanding of word meanings and
usage.

Discussion Questions

Discussion questions can facilitate deeper engagement with the text. Here are
some examples:

1. Why do you think Nick decided to create the word "frindle"? What does this
say about his character?
2. How does Mrs. Granger's attitude towards "frindle" change throughout the
story? What factors influence her change?
3. What role does friendship play in the story? How do Nick's friends
contribute to the success of "frindle"?
4. What lessons can be learned from Nick's experience with authority and
rebellion?
5. How does the media's involvement change the situation surrounding
"frindle"? What does it say about society's relationship with language?

Conclusion

The fifth grade frindle study guide serves as an invaluable tool for
teachers, students, and parents to engage with Andrew Clements' novel. The
themes of creativity, the power of language, and the dynamics of authority
versus rebellion make "Frindle" a thought-provoking read that resonates with
young audiences. Through character analysis, vocabulary exercises, and
discussion questions, this guide offers a comprehensive framework for
exploring the novel's rich content. By examining these elements, students can
gain a deeper understanding of not only the story but also the broader
implications of language and creativity in their own lives. "Frindle" is more
than just a story about a boy and a word; it’s a celebration of imagination
and the enduring impact of language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the book 'Frindle' that
fifth graders should focus on?
The main theme of 'Frindle' is the power of creativity and the importance of
language. It explores how a simple word can create change and encourages
students to think about the impact of their words.



Who is the protagonist in 'Frindle' and what
motivates him to create a new word?
The protagonist of 'Frindle' is Nick Allen. He is motivated to create a new
word for 'pen' as a way to challenge authority, express his creativity, and
make school more interesting.

How does the conflict between Nick and his teacher,
Mrs. Granger, develop throughout the story?
The conflict between Nick and Mrs. Granger begins when Nick uses the word
'frindle' in class. Mrs. Granger disapproves and challenges him, which
escalates the situation as 'frindle' gains popularity, leading to a larger
discussion about rules and creativity.

What role do Nick's friends play in the development
of the 'frindle' phenomenon?
Nick's friends support him by using the word 'frindle' and spreading it
throughout the school. Their enthusiasm helps the term gain traction, showing
how peer influence can amplify creativity and innovation.

What lesson can fifth graders learn from Nick's
journey in 'Frindle'?
Fifth graders can learn that standing up for their ideas and being creative
can lead to positive change. Nick's journey emphasizes the importance of
thinking outside the box and the value of communication in expressing
oneself.
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