field and stream kayak carrier kit
instructions

Field and Stream kayak carrier kit instructions provide a comprehensive guide
for outdoor enthusiasts looking to transport their kayaks safely and
efficiently. Whether you're heading to a serene lake or tackling a river's
rapids, having the right kayak carrier kit can make all the difference. This
article will walk you through the essential steps for installing and using a
Field and Stream kayak carrier kit, ensuring your kayak is secure and ready
for your next adventure.

Overview of the Field and Stream Kayak Carrier
Kit

The Field and Stream kayak carrier kit is designed to make transporting your
kayak as effortless as possible. This kit typically includes adjustable

straps, a sturdy frame, and various mounting components. Understanding the
components of your kit will help you assemble and use it effectively.

Components of the Kit

Before diving into the installation instructions, let’s take a look at what
you can expect to find in your Field and Stream kayak carrier kit:

Crossbars: The main frame that supports the kayak.

e Straps: Adjustable nylon straps to secure the kayak in place.

Mounting brackets: Hardware to attach the carrier to your vehicle.

Instructions manual: Step-by-step guidance for assembly and usage.

Preparing for Installation

Before you begin installing your kayak carrier kit, ensure you have the
following tools handy:

Wrench or socket set

Phillips and flathead screwdrivers

Tape measure

Step ladder (if needed)



Additionally, it’s crucial to read through the instructions manual provided
with your kit thoroughly. Familiarizing yourself with each component will
make the installation process smoother and quicker.

Step-by—-Step Installation Instructions

Follow these steps to install your Field and Stream kayak carrier kit
effectively:

Step 1: Assemble the Crossbars

1. Start by laying out the crossbars on a flat surface.

2. Attach the mounting brackets to each end of the crossbars using the screws
provided in the kit.

3. Ensure that the brackets are secure and positioned correctly for your
vehicle.

Step 2: Position the Crossbars on Your Vehicle

1. Place the assembled crossbars onto the roof of your vehicle, ensuring they
are evenly spaced.

2. Use a tape measure to verify that the crossbars are centered and aligned
properly.

3. If your vehicle has factory-installed crossbars, ensure the mounting
brackets fit securely around them.

Step 3: Secure the Crossbars

1. Using the wrench or socket set, tighten the screws on the mounting
brackets to secure the crossbars to your vehicle.

2. Double-check that everything is tight and stable.

3. If applicable, use additional padding or rubber strips to prevent any
damage to your vehicle’s roof.

Step 4: Attach the Straps

1. Take the nylon straps and thread them through the designated slots on the
crossbars.

2. Ensure that the straps are long enough to wrap around your kayak securely.
3. Adjust the straps to the desired length, leaving some slack for
adjustments later.

Loading Your Kayak

Now that your kayak carrier is installed, it's time to load your kayak onto
the carrier.



Step 1: Lift the Kayak onto the Crossbars

1. With the help of a friend (if possible), carefully lift your kayak onto
the crossbars.
2. Position the kayak so that it is centered and balanced on the carrier.

Step 2: Secure the Kayak with Straps

. Take the loose ends of the straps and wrap them around the kayak.
. Ensure that the straps cross over the kayak to provide maximum stability.
. Pull the straps tight, securing the kayak in place, but avoid over-
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tightening to prevent damage.

Step 3: Double-Check Security

1. Give the kayak a shake to ensure it is secure.
2. Inspect the straps to confirm there are no twists or knots that could
loosen them during transit.

Driving with Your Kayak Carrier Kit

Once your kayak is loaded and secured, you’re ready to hit the road. Here are
a few tips to keep in mind while driving:

e Speed Limit: Avoid excessive speeds as wind resistance can affect the
kayak's stability.

e Be Aware of Height: Remember that your vehicle is now taller due to the
kayak. Be cautious of low bridges and overhangs.

e Regular Checks: Stop periodically to check the straps and ensure
everything remains secure during your journey.

Maintenance and Care of Your Kayak Carrier Kit

Proper maintenance of your kayak carrier kit will ensure its longevity and
effectiveness. Here are some tips:
e Regularly inspect the straps for fraying or damage.

e Check the mounting brackets for rust or wear, especially after prolonged
use.

e Clean the crossbars and brackets after each use to prevent dirt and salt
buildup.



Conclusion

In summary, following the Field and Stream kayak carrier kit instructions
will help ensure that your kayak is transported safely and securely. By
understanding the components of your kit, properly installing it, and taking
care of it, you can enjoy countless adventures on the water. Whether you're a
novice or an experienced kayaker, having a reliable kayak carrier kit is
essential for a successful outing. So gear up, follow the instructions, and
get ready to explore the great outdoors with your kayak in tow!

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are needed to assemble the Field and
Stream kayak carrier kit?

You will typically need a screwdriver, a wrench, and possibly a drill,
depending on the specific model and installation requirements.

How do I properly attach the kayak carrier to my
vehicle?

First, ensure the carrier is compatible with your vehicle. Align the mounting
brackets with your roof rack or crossbars, secure them tightly, and double-
check the stability before loading your kayak.

Are there weight limits for the Field and Stream
kayak carrier kit?

Yes, each kayak carrier has a specified weight limit. It's important to
consult the product manual to ensure you do not exceed this limit for safe
transport.

Can I use the kayak carrier for other types of boats?

The Field and Stream kayak carrier is primarily designed for kayaks, but some
models may also support canoes or smaller boats. Check the specifications in
the instructions to confirm compatibility.

What safety precautions should I take when using the
kayak carrier?

Always ensure the kayak is securely fastened to the carrier, check for any
loose parts before driving, and use safety straps for additional security.

Is it necessary to remove the kayak carrier when not
in use?

While it is not strictly necessary, it is recommended to remove the kayak



carrier when not in use to prevent potential damage to your vehicle and
reduce wind resistance.

How do I maintain the Field and Stream kayak carrier
kit?

Regularly check for loose screws and parts, clean the carrier to prevent
corrosion, and inspect the straps for wear and tear to ensure longevity.

Where can I find replacement parts for the kayak
carrier kit?

Replacement parts can often be found at the retailer where you purchased the
kit, directly from Field and Stream's official website, or through authorized
dealers.

What should I do if I lose the assembly instructions
for the kayak carrier?

You can typically find a digital copy of the assembly instructions on the
Field and Stream website or by contacting their customer service for
assistance.
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